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Hon. E. H. Gray: Is that wrong?

Hon. G. W. MILES: Of course it is
wrong. The banks are the salvation of Aus-
tralia to-day hy having ereated reserves in
the past. Had the hon. membe: listened to
Ar. Lovekin's <peech last night, ard under-
stood it, he would not have interjected in
that wav.  Mr. MeCallum went on to say
he was glad to know that the Prime Minister
intended to bring this matter before the 1m-
perial {‘ouference. Mr. lovekin pointed
out that when money was searce eommod-
ities were cheap, and when money was plen-
titfal commodities brougbt fair prices. Tn
the meantime we have to get hack, and the
only way tu get back is to have all sections
of the community working together, as the
Prime Ainister has requested from Colombe,
when he pleaded for support of Mr. Fen-
ton, and as the Prime Minister lhas asked
for support for the Premiers’ Conference,

Hon. E. H. Gray: But not fur support
for atiacks on the standard of living,

Hon. G. W. MILES: As T have pointed
out, some £200,000.000 was written off the
value of securities in Anstralia before wages
were reduced hy one penny. Owuers of bhig
concerns have had to go right ot of busi-
ness. That ought to be sufficient. I want
to appeal to the good sense of ull seetions
of the community and uree them to follow
the Prime Minister and the State Premiers,
who ave trvine to pull together, instead of
indnlging in the red-rag clement which we
have represented in another place and in the
Eastern States. We ought to be ashamed to
think that men could go Home and appeal
to the Mother Country fo nssist us out of
this temporary crigis we are passing through.
If the position is taeckled, and tackled at
onee, we shall ecome out all right, but we
have to be prepared lo make saerifiees from
the top to the hottom. And if xe are to
have efficiency in industry, we must aceept
pavment by results

Personal Erplanation.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: The hon. member
raother misrepresented me m sugeesting that
T was opposed to the reduetion by mmembers
of Parliament of their <alaries. T never
said anything of the sort. T mn quite in
favour of a reduetion of the salarvies of mem-
her= of Pavliament as » part of & general
seheme Dewinnine at the highest ana ending
at the lowest, each contvibuding according
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to his weans. But what I have objected to
is the singling out of either wmerabers of
Parliament or public servants, and leaving
others in abeyance.

On motion by Hon, .J. T. Frankiin, debate

adjourned.

House wljourned at 6.10 p.n,

Leaisiative Hosembly,

Thursday, Tith September, 12330,
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p-m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—GROUP HOLDINGS
UNOGCCUPIED,

Mr. MeCALLUM  asked the Premier:
How many group holdines are at present
unoecupicd !

The PREMIER replied: The reply is in
the nature of a veturn whieh will be laid
upou the Table of the House.

QUESTION—WATER PIPES,
TENDEERS.

Mr. RICHARDSON asked the Minister
for Works: 1, Have tenders been called re-
cently for +inch east-iron pipes? 2, What
was the quantity? I, Has any tender been
accepted? 4, Tf <o, who was the surcessful
tenderer and what was the priee. 5, What
amonnt was paild per ton for the last d-inch
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pipes manufactured for the Government
sud who was the manufacturer? 6, Does
the present contraet price include sales tax?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied:
1, Yes. 2, 6,000 pipes, equal 423.21 tons.
3, Yes. 4, State Implernent Works, £14 per
ton. 5, £17 5s. per ton. State Implement
Works. 6, No.

QUESTIONS (2)—EDUCATION.
Dentists, Treatment and Hours.

Mr, COVERLEY (for Mr. Raphael)
asked the Minister for Lands: 1, What re-
muneration do the school dentists receive?
2, D the Goverunent intend to provide free
dental treatment at schools for children up
to 14 years of age? 3, Do the school dentists
have the same holidays as school teachers?
1, Between what hours do the school dentists
practise?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS replied:
1, Of the three dentists emploved, two are
on & classifieation of £3504-£600—present
salary (1) £5676, (1) £5562; the other officer
has a range of £408-£504—wsalary £456. 2,
There has been no change in the policy. The
Government eannot undertake to provide
free dentsl treatment at schonls for child-
ren up to the age of 14 years. The poliey
is to treat children under the age of 8, as
this is the crucial period mpon which the
children’s future denture depends. More-
over, no more than this ean he done with
the present staff. 3, Dental officers have the
ordinary public service holidays. 4, During
sehool holidays they are engaged at orphan-
ages and institutions.

Lower Victoria Park School Ground.

Mr. COVERLEY ({for Mr. Raphael)
asked the AMinister for Works: Ts it the
intention of the Government to drain pro-

perly the school ground at Lower Viectoria
Park?

The MINISTER FOR WOQRKS replied:
A contract has heen let and the work com-
menced.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION.
Mr, Marshall and the Premier’s Absence.

Mr. MARSHALL: I desire to make a
brief explanation. Last evening, amongst
other things, I accused the Premier of ab-

429

senting himself frequently from the Honse,
and gave as the probable cause that he was
advoeating secession jnstead of atiacking
the big problems ahead of us more seriously
by attending the sittings of the House.
Since making that statement I have learned
that the Premier, apart from the duties of
his office and his duties as member for Nor-
tham, has been strenuously endeavouring to
straighten out the Budget, and that every
night he has been working in a private room
within the precinets of the building. I am
convineed that the Premier is taking the
position seriously, and I think my remarks
were a little too drastic. I now desire to
withdraw them and apologise to the Pre-
mier. Y have no wish to attack any member
or to acecuse him of anything that is false
or unjust, and I think the words I used were
tar from the truth and positively unjust.

Members: Hear, bear!

ADDRESS-IN-REPLY.
Teuth Day-—Conelusion.
Debate resumned from the previous day.

MR. THORN (Toodyay) [4.35]: I de-
sire to associate myself with the remarks of
previous speakers in offering to vou, Sir,
my heartiest eongratulations on your election
la the Speaker’s Chair. T am swre it is an
honour well deserved after the many years
of service you have given to the State. I
do uot intend to speak at any length, but
I should like to c¢reate a new atmosphere in
what T have Lo say by dealing more or less
with the dried frait industry. Before doing
so, let me sav n few words about wool and
wheat.  With other members I Fully realise
the position of the waol and wheat growers.
It is a seriou- one, and T am sure that every
member is out to do his best to assist them
to rearh a good footing once more. Last
evening we heard different opinions expressed
about banks and about finance. I am of
opinion that the banks have more or less
Tet down the wheatgrower and the ~wool-
grower. In good times the banker will go
along to the farm and tell the farmer what
a wonderful property he has, what value
his acres represent, and that his land will
earry a much bigger overdraft. Really,
money is forced upon the farmer. Now,
however, the tale is a very different one. In
times like the present, when the farmer is
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up against things, the banker doe: not go
around. The banker is a very good man in
good times, but he is not too goud a friend
in bad times. I can mention an instance of
a farmer having a fairly valuable property,
who was told that he could operate on an
overdraft to the same extent as before, hut
he has now been informed that he must eut
it down by £300, which makes it very hard
for him to earry on. It is pleasing that the
prospects for the present season are very
good. Dealing with the dried fruits indus-
try, before the returned soldiers ook a place
in that industry, it was running along fairly
smoothly. With the advent of returned sol-
diers, we were aecused of over-produection. I
do not blame the Government at all for hav-
ing settied returned soldiers in the Swan dis-
trict to engage in the viticultural industry.
Unfortunately, when they were settled there,
prices were at a very high level. The in-
dustry was passing through the boom stages
and was receiving £60 to £80 per ton for
dried frnits. As time wore on, conditions
had more or less to right themselves. For
the past seven years the producer of dried
fruit has been in the position in which the
farmer finds himself to-day, and has been
having a very hard struggle indeed. Never-
theless, I do not agree with the cry of over-
production. We reach a certain stage in
production and have to start exporting. For
Australia to do any good on the world’s mar-
ket, she must increase her production, not
decrease it. Amstralia cannot supply all the
dried fruit that the English market requires,
and England has to take about 44,000 tons
of currants alone from Greece. Our object,
[ think, should be to go on inereasing our
production until we can supply the whole
of the English demand. One thing that has
put the settlers of the Swan district on a
fair footing is the revaluation that took place
a few years ago. That was a wise move. At
one stage I sat as arbitrator between the
returned soldiers and the manager of the
Agricultural Bank, and I think the decisions
reached that day went a long way towards
bringing about the revaluation. I pointed
ont that I considered it would ke wise for
the Government to cut their losses right away
and keep the men on their blocks. The value
of that advice has sinee been proved. I made
inquiry at the Agricultural Bank the other
day and ascertained that practically 90 per
cent. of the returned soldiers are standing
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up to their obligations to the bank. If the
revaluation had not been made, those men
would not have remained on their holdings,
and 1 claim that the men who have stuck
to their bloeks are the right elass to hold.
Previously the returned soldier eould get no
revaluation, but the moment he abandoned
his bloek, his successor could get practically
a 50 per cent. reduction, which was a very
foolish policy indeed. I thank the late Gov-
ernment for having brought down a dried
fruits measure. That legislation bas proved
quite successful. There was opposition when
the Bill was being considered, but the strong-
est opposition was organised by a packer on
the Swan, and he was only concerned about
the huge profits he was making out of dried
froits. The passing of that legislation re-
duced his profits by 50 per cent., and he re-
ceived only what he was entitled to, while
the other growers shared the balance. Be-
fore the measure was passed there were
many instances of growers carting their dried
fruits to Perth and bartering them for soap
and candles. One man went as far as Fre-
mantle with a load and sold if for 1%4d. per
Ib. I claim that it costs at least 2d. to 2led.
per lb. to produce dried fruit, and to allow
that sort of thing to continue would have
had the effect of dragging the industry inte
the gutter. Over and over again we tried
to get the dried fruit growers to organise
voluntarily, but found that was an impessi-
bility. At the time I was a direclor of the
largest packing company on the Swan and,
because of my thorough belief in eo-operation
I refnsed to sell my fruit on the Perth
market for lesrs than the fixed price.
Year after year my fruit was exported it
London, netting me 2d. per lb, wherea:
many outside growers received 43d. pea
lb. It has also been claimed that the driec
fruits legislation was the means of putting
up the price of the commodity to the public
However, the priee has never risen beyent
the level fixed by the Dried Fruits Asso
ciation. Certninly there was some litth
levelling up to association prices, but th
growers have never attempted to raise th
prices ahove that level. The ex-Ministe
for Agriculiure is to be thanked for the de
cisive step he took to prevent the expor
of sultanas from Western Australia, I
was ridiculous that this State should b
asked to export 80 per cent. of its sultana
while the loecal production was less tha
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50 per cent. of the local requirements. The
then Minister for Agriculture did a great
service to Western Australian growers in
in tbat respect. When the measure was
brought forward 1 expressed the opinien
that there should be a Western Australian
quota instead of a Commonweslth gquota.
A mistake was made in entering into the
latter, hecause there was an agreement to
abide by the Commonwcalth quota snd ex-
port accordingly. The position of the wine
industry of Western Australia is most seri-
ous, and that is & great misfortune. The
wine industry is the most important
sceondary industry from the aspect of

viticulture. It is the only means of
insurance the viticulturist has against
loss. Year after year hundreds of tons of

grapes go to waste in the Swan distriet,
these wasted grapes just about represent-
ing the viticulturist’s profit. Practically all
the wine licenses in Western Australia are
to-day controlled by Eastern States wine
interests. I was a member of the deputa-
tion to the late Minister for Justice which
pointed out that the Western Australian
Government were giving preference to East-
ern States wine interests. The Minister re-
plied that it was a business arrangement,
and on thet point he was right. Unfor-
tunately, however, Eastern States wine firms
were allowed fo come here and buy up
licenses, whereupon they turned down West-
ern  Australian  wines. Eastern wine
growers are a strong eombine, as is evident
from the fact that the total Australian pro-
duction of wine is 17,300,000 odd gallous,
of which the Eastern States produce
17,000,060. They stake us 17,000,000 gal-
lons against our 300,000 odd. It is plain
that we have too much fo contend sgainst.
Western Australians interested in the wine
industry are not sufficiently financial to
combat Eastern States wine interests.
Solicitors tell ns that one can shoot a pea
through an Act of Parliament. and 1 hope
a pea may be shot through Section 92 of
the Commonwealth Constitution; otherwise
there should be a Western Awstralian law
giving some form of preference to Western
Australian wines.

Mr. Willeock: To some extent that is
done through the Licenses Reduetion Board
issning licenses on the understanding that
only Western Australian wine shall be sold.

Mr., THORN: I believe there are two
or three such licenses. Yesterday T was
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supposed to accompany members of the
Licensed Victuallers’ Association on a tour
through the wine cellars in the Swan dis-
trict.  The licensed victuallers are making
a move to use their influence in favour of
the local product. However, I thought I
weas going to speak heve yesterday, znd on
second thoughts I eonsidered that it would
not suit my health to visit too many wine
cellars. 1 really believe that if we stand
to our guns and continually advosate the
use of local products, we shall gat over
our difficuities. It is useless to blame any
Government, or anybody else, for the finan-
ciel depression existing to-day. It has been
clearly shown that the depression is uni-
versal, and therefore it is ornly a waste of
time for one Government to blame another
for the existing position. There is a way
out if we keep on advocating the use of
local products. Of the 303,000 gallons of
wine produced in Western Australia,
125,000 are distilled. That leaves only
283,000 gallons of marketable wine pro-
duced locally. Yet we import from the
Eastern States 158,000 galions annually,
and from overseas 5,000 gallons, making a
total of 183,000 gallons of wine imported
annually. The total consumption of wine
in Western Australia is, roughly, 565,000
gallons per year, leaving a balince of
201,000 gallons of Western Australian wine
consumed. I believe that one hon. member
of this House is doing his level best to
secure preference for Western Austra-
lian wines. Now I wish to deal
briefly with the position of the poultry
farmers, I am glad to know that the
member for Guildford (Hon. W. D. Johnu-
son) is bringing forward a measure on
the lines of the marketing lexislation
relating to dried froits, with a view to
affording our poultry farmers some assist-
ance. When production reaches the stage
at which export becomes necessary, I con-
tend that the producers should be given
adequate control over the produet. I see
no harm whatever in Parliament allowing
the poultry farmers to have conirol of their
own industry. I ean assure hon. members
that dried fruit growers, ever since they
had their Aect, have found things working
smoothly, and that the legislation has proved
most helpful to them. A corresponding
measure for the poultry farmers would be
of great service to them. All they ask for
is control of their own industry. Before
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such a messure can come into force, two-
thirds of the growers must agree to ii.
The growers find all their own exzpenses,
and ask the Government for no belp in that
direction. In the ease of the poultry farm-
ers, the producers will appoint their own
inspectors to examine the eggs when being
puacked, and to see that they are put up
in proper marketable condition for export
ty the Old Couniry, I hope, therefore, that
the egg producers will receive some con-
sideration in the direction I suggest. I
know of one poultry farmer who is losing
£20 per week on his enterprise. It is disas-
trous to Hind eggs selling for as little as 6d.
per dozen. From to-day’s “West Australian”
1 learn that the Minister for Agriculture
says the value of our pouliry industry now
is £600,000 per annum, That is a big con-
sideration. The dried fruits industry, thongh
only in a small way here, yet brings to West-
ern Australia €60,000 of fresh capital from
oversea every year. There is need for a
jam factory and a pulping plant in West-
ern Aunstralia. Going through the hills dis-
tricts in the fruit season, one sees thousands
of cases of soft fruit lying on the ground.
At the same time plums and other fruits
are bringing only 1s. per case in the Perth
markets. With an up-to-date jam factory
and pulping plant in Western Australia,
crowers could regulate supplies to the Perth
markets and obtain a wuoeh better veturn.
I have heard it said that Western Australia
does not grow the right varieties of frait.
Undoubtedly we are short of some kinds,
more so possibly in berry fruits than in any-
thing else. [ claim, however, that we have
m Western Australia enough varieties of
fruit to make a start with a jam factory and
a pulping plant. The unfair way in which
Bastern States competition treats the West-
ern Australian fruoit industry almost makes
me believe in secession. When the late Mr.
Rayner was manufacturing jam here, there
were representatives of the Jones firm, of
Hobart, going round among country store-
keepers offering to let themn have all their
requirements for the year on six months’
terms free of interest—anything to stop the
local jam manufacturer from getting a start.
I know of one instance in which that offer
was made to & storekeeper whose ammnual
requirements of jam amounted to 500 cases.
At present two Perth firms are doing their
level hest for the producers—the R.S.D. and
Plaistowe’s Litd. I believe Plaistowe’s are
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putting up tomatoes in concentrated form,
and the R.S.D. have started jam produection
in a smail way. I hope that those firms will
receive the support of Western Australian
citizens, and that Eastern States interests
will not he allowed to c¢crush out Western
Australian enterprise. Tomato pulping is
a very important phase of the industry.
Western _Australia grows large numbers of
the best tomatoes. Yet large guantities of
concentrated iomatoes are imporied into
Western Australia, where there are ample
supplies of tomatoes put up in concentrated
form. Moreover, there is a good market for
concentrated tomatoes oversea.  Again I
strongly advocate the use of the loeal pro-
duets, 1 am convinced that if we stick to
our own prodoets, we shall soon rectify the
financial position. I have to make a request
on hehalf of the fruitgrowers: that the Gov-
ernment consider the advisableness of run-
ning the “Kangaroo” an extra trip or two
annuaily to the islands. I have it on good
authority that the ship could be loaded pro-
fitabty for three such trips during the fruit
season. It has been suggested to me, and
I suggest to the Government, that the “Kan-
garoo” run to the islands in the first week
of February, the second week of April, and
the second week of May. Those who made
this suggestion to me, guaranteed that they
could load the ship profitably for three trips.
1 hope the Government will see their way
clear to meet them.

The Chief Secretary: Where would the
vessel run to?

Mr. THORXN: To Sourabaya and Singa-
pore. During the recent election campaign,
it was part of the Country Party’s policy
to seecore a reduction of the land tax and
the re-instatement of the £250 exemption. [
stand by the promises I made on the hust-
ings (v work along those lines. About five
or six years ago, when our activities were
hooming and when wheat was bringing 5s.
or more a hushel, wool 2s. a lb., and dried
frnits np to £60 per ton, a valuator, oper-
ating on hehalt of the Federal Taxation
Depurtment, increased the values of holdings
very cousiderably. In my own case, the in-
creased valuation represented a rise of 200
per cent. I do not contend we should objeet
to paying taxes when times ave good. Tt is
Just the same as a union going to the Arhi-
tration Court for improved conditions and,
generally speaking, a more advantageous
award, That is all right in prosperous



{11 SerprexeEr, 1930.]

times, I do not know of any reason why
everyone should not have a little of the
spoils. On the othér hand, when wheat is
down to 2s, 4. a hushel, wool to 10d. a lb,,
and dried fruits to 3d. a Ib. or under, the
position is very different, and I think it is
high time that the Federal valuator took
another trip round the country districts.
I sugzest to the Government that we should
endeavour to secure a sliding seale applic-
able to land taxation, based on the average
prices obtained for produets. The only pro-
per methed of voluing an acre of land is
to hase the valuation on the productive cap-
aeity of the land. The value of an acre of
ground to-day is at least 50 per cent, less
than it was six years ago. We have a slid-
ing seale in connection with our railways,
and it works well. I do not see why the
Commissioner of Taxation cannot compile
a shiding scule along the lines I snggest,
and impose the land tax aceordingly.

Hon. P. Colliev: T do not know how it
will e possible to gef the tax st all now.

Mr. THORN: At any rate, it will be hard
to collect. I wish to deal with the question
of closer settlement, in which regard the
member for Gascoyne (Mr. Angelo) stole
my thunder last night. T intended to ask
the [Rovernment to fnrn their cyes north
sometimes instead of always looking south.

Mr. Angelo: Hear, hear! That is right.

Mr. THORN: T had the pleasure of ae-
companying three Ministers of the Crown
on a trip through Wannerco.

Mr. Angelo: All that way!
there was a catch!

Mr. THORN : Wanneroog is in a northerly
divection. [ showed the Ministers some of
the finest swamp land to be found in the
State—Dblack, peaty so0il, with gooa depth.
I understand there are about 500 acres in
one of the Government reserves, naturally
dvained through limestone country. Despite
the fact that such land is availavle, it is
sugyested that we shall go hundreds of miles
to the south, although a few miles to the
north there is some of the finest swamp Jand
to be found anywhere in Western Austra-
lia. The Ministers were agreeably surprised
with what they saw, and 1 hope when they
wive consideration to the question, they will
be able to see their way to release the swamp
land T refer to for occupation by producers
wha await the opportunity anxiously. A
practieal demonstration of what ean be done
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on that swamp land was seen just outside
the boundaries of the Govermment reserve.
One settler, who has five acres of swamp
land, is employing four men, and ihat goes
to show that we have good land to the north
as well as in Lhe south. I would like to in-
terest the Government in the necessity for
some assistunce being rendered to the ecom-
munities at Toodyay and Gingin, two of the
oldest towns in the State. They ure passing
through very quiet times, and, if possible,
I wish to brighten their future hy securing
closer settlement of the surromnding ecoun-
try. In the outlying areas, such as Mooli-
aheene and Wannamal, the setllers could
earry more cows if there were facilities avail-
able for taking their produce.

Mre. Angelo: To whom does the land be-
long? To the Government or to the Mid-
land Company?

Me. THORN: Naturally, to the Midland
Railway Company. I have another request
to put before the Government. It is not a
new proposal, for it has been mentioned
many bimes in this House. I refer to the
purchase of the Midland railway. I know
the present is not an opportune time for
broaching such a request, but I pu! it for-
ward. I urge the purchase of the line as
sounl as possible. The sattlers concerned are
suffering under great disabilitics because
they cannot seeure assistance that 15 avail-
able to others. They have to battle along
without any Government aid, and I contend
it is essential that the Govermment snall take
over the areas [ refer to as soon as possible.
That coneludes the few requests [ wished to
put before the Government. I can only add
that I am pleased indeed to have the privi-
lege of representing the Toodyay electorate
in this Chamber. If 1 have bored hcni. mem-
hers to-day 1 hope they will attribute it to
my nervousness, and I sincerely hope that
during my terin in this Chamber, I shall be
of some use to the Government and the State
of Western Australia.

MR. WITHERS (Bunbury) [5.8]: I do
not intend to delay the House for long.
Before making my speech I wish to join
with other members in extending the con-
egratulations that are due to you, Mr.
Speaker, on  your appointment to the high
and honourable position you hold to-day.
I do not know of anyone else who could have
been secured on the Groavernment side of the
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House for that particular job. This is the
oceasion during the session when mem-
bers ecan place before the Government
some of the requirements of the dis-
tricts they represent, if we do not indeed
tell them how they can square the ledger.
Statements have been made regarding
vapourings in this House. I do not know
whether there have been vapourings or not,
but I do know that this is the one oppor-
tunity during the session that we have for
dealing with a variety of subjects of in-
terest to our constituents. I have not been
able to find anything very encouraging in
the Governor's Speech, and I shall not
attempt to read it. There is one passage,
however, that says—

Among other measures you will be asked to
give consideration to—a Stipendiary Magis-
trates Bill; ar Amendment of the Local Court
Act; an Amendment of the Main Rouds Act;
a Consolidation and Amendment of the
Supreme Court Act; an Amendment of the
Agricultural Bank Aet; an Amendment of the
Traffic Act.

Of the legislative proposals mentioned,
there is one only that may have any in-
fluence on the squaring of the ledger.

The Minister for Lands: There are some
surprise packets coming along.

Mr. WITHERS: I do not know how the
mensures enumerated will be heneficial at
this juncture. Of course there is the pro-
posal to reduce the salaries of members, and
we hear of other reductions as well, The
proposed amendment of the Agricultural
Bank Aet should receive the favourable
consideration of the House. The Premier
has been castigated by Opposition members
regarding the promises he made during the
election campaign. I join the band of those
who have commented on those pre-election
statements. We have been told—and 1 hope
it is true—that the present is not a promis-
ing Government, but one that will do some-
thing, Promises made before an election
are bad enough, but promises made subse-
quently are worse in some respects. Pro-
mises made subsequent to an election re-act
because if ¢lected to power, those who make
the promises have to carry more responsi-
bility. On the other hand, promises made
before an election

Mr. Barnard: Are taken notice of by no
one.

Mr. WITHERS: Some of the prom-
jses made were so futile—I will not
say stupid, because I do not wish to be
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offensive—as to be unworthy of one
who on a former oceasion held the
reins of office. Anyone who has tried

to  understand the position, nol only
of Western Australia and Australia but
of the whole world in eonnection with
the unemployment problem, would have
hesitated to make such promises on the
hustings, and yet that is what the Premier
did prior to the last elections. I do not
think some of the statements he made did
him justice in view of the high and honour-
able positions be has held in this State. He
went so far, in my opinion, as to influence
my opponent—I do not kmow that he con-
vinced him—to make some drastic state-
ments regarding what Sir James Mitchell
would de if returned to power.

Mr. Barnard: But the people did not
take any neotice of them.

Mr. WITHERS: No, not in Bunbury.
My opponent went to the extent of asserting
that if, after having been three months in
office, Sir James Mitchel! did not solve the
unemployment problem, he—I refer to my
opponent, of course—would resign his seat
in Parliament and contest Bunbury as an
independent against the Mitchell Govern-
ment’s nominee. That indicates the value
that gentleman placed on the statements
made by the present Premier. No Govern-
ment should endeavour to delude the people
at any period, whether before or after an
election, particularly regarding matters that
they know very well must be absolutely un-
true. So far as we have been able to secure
an indieation of the policy of the Govern-
ment, the position has not been very illum-
inating. Perhaps we will have te wait until
the Budget speech, and I trust that utterance
will be more illuminating than the contents
of the Governor's Speech. So far the Gov-
ernment have merely tinkered with the posi-
tion of the State. The action referred to in
the amendment moved to the Address-in-
reply dealt with one of the tinkering meth-
ods adopted by the Government—approach-
ing the Arbitration Court to take away
privileges enjoyed by some sections of the
Public Service. The Government's policy,
I understand, is also to interfere with the
allowance of parliamentarians. The iden,
according to the “West Australian,” is that
we are to have a reduetion of 10 per cent.
in our salaries—if the House agrees, of
course. I do not know that the reduetion
of parliamentarians’ salaries is going fo
have a very important effect on the balane-
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ing of the budget. As for setting an ex-
ample to the other fellow, it is not going to
be worth twopence. If we were fto give
away the whole of our salaries to-morrow,
and do our job for nothing, it would not
affect the other fellow who, perhaps, is
getting four times as much as we are.

Mr. Angelo: Would you suggest cutting
the allowances of others and not our own?

Mr. WITHERS: I am not making any
suggestions, for we on this side are not in
office. That is a job for the other side. It
is their job, and I do not propose to offer
any suggestions.

Mr. Sampson:
criticise them.

Mr. WITHERS: If I am in the House
when the vote is taken on this guestion of
reducing parliamentary allowances, I will
not be found voting for the proposed redue-
tion. Also I know others in the Honse who
are of the same mind as I am. Perhaps it
is thought I ought to qualify that statement
by saying tbat 1 am prepared to submit to
a reduction in my parliamentary allowance
provided the Premier gives an underiaking
that he is going to impose certain reductions
on others outside of Parliament.

Mr. Angelo: There are some on this side
who are wishing (hey didn't have to deter-
mine the guestion.

Mr. WITHERS: It is not that with me,
It is merely & question of the means of
bringing in some equitable legislation
whereby all people will be called upon to
submit to reduections. But to suggest that
members of Parliament should aecept a
reduetion in their allowances, merely by
way of setling an example to the other
fellow—I hold that the other fellow will
not take a serap of notice of it. When it
comes to the formal diseussion on this ques-
tion I hope to have a little more to say.

Mr. Angelo: Should not the representa-
tives of the people afford a lead in this at
ench a time?

Mr. WITHERS: T have already said that
in my opinion our example would nof be
follewed by the other fellow. If we were
to give away the whole of our allowances,
it would not be any inducement to the other
fellow to do likewise. In my view the only
fair thing to do is to tax the people, for
setting an example in the acceptance of =
reduction of allowance will not be of anv
ose.

Well, then, you cannot

435

Mr. Raphael: We can take it that the Gov-
ernment are proposing this in order to afford
them a precedent for the reduction of all
workers.

Mr. WITHERS: Well, we c¢an discuss
that later on. 1 do not know how the Gav-
ernment are going to bring about the pro-
posed reduction of parliamentarians’ sal-
aries, whether by way of a Bill or by way
of the Estimates; but when it comes up
for discussion doubtless we will dea] with it
on its merits. If the Government do not sue-
ceed in squaring the ledger, how are they
going to relieve the unemployed? I am not
saying that anybody else could do it better
than the present Government are doing it,
but when people pledge themselves to do
something and say they can do it, we look
to them to do something better than the
mere results revealed by the reply to 2 ques-
tion asked by the member for Mt Haw-
thorn the other night on the subject of un-
employment. I find that in February 3,161
unemployed persons were registered; in
March it rose to 3,349, in April to 3,483, in
May—directly after the election of the
present Government—it was 7,401, in June
it was 8,040, in July the number had fallen
te 7,792, while the incomplete figures for
August show the number of unemployed
to have been 6.589. There has been a marked
increase in unemployment since the Govern-
ment took office.

Mr. J. H. Smith: And many hundreds of
upempioyed persons have not registered.

Mr. WITHERS : That is so. It is shown
on this document that there are mnany not
registered. ‘When a Government succeed
in ousting the sitting Government by telling
people that, if elected, they will immediately
square the finances and see to it that every
man is put back to work

Mr. Angelo: That wus not the promise;
it was not as strong as that.

Mr. WITHERS: Had the people not ex-
pected suomething exceptional from the pre-
sent Government they would:not have been
elected. Of course, members ‘of Parliament
knew it could not be done. I for one knew
it eould not be done, and Sir James Mitchell
on the hustings was well aware that it could
not be done. So I hold that he was elected
under false pretences, We are all sorry that
the Premier is not in his seat these days. It
is unfortunate, but we understand he is so
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busy that he cannot attend these sittings. 1
do not blame himn, but I think that when
members, particularly new members, are put-
ting up their cases un the Address-in-reply,
it is a pity the Premier cannot be here 1w
know what they are thinking and doing in
regard to the requirvements of their respee-
tive electorates. Certainly it the Premier
is so busy that he cannot he here, he is not
likely to have time subsequently to read it
all in “Hansard.” Then, again, the Premier
hy his absence averts attucks. Nubody likes
to attack another in his ahsenee. U 1 werw
atlacking the Minister for Lands. 1 should
like him to be present.

The Minister for Lands: Certainly you
have no right to attack the Premier on the
seore of his not being here, for he is too busy
with affairs of State fo be here.

Mr. WITHERS: T know that, T am not
Waming hint for his absence, but T say it
is n pity he cannot be here. The vetrench-
ment taking plare in the varions depart.
ments of State are not, perhaps, having the
effect the Govermment thomght they wowld
have. In my opinion, not only shounld the
heads of the departments not look to the
lower-paid men in those departments as u
means of overcoming the difficulties, but I
think it is high time we had a considerable
tightening up in the administration of ail
departments. I have here the anmual report
of the Commissioner of Railways. In that
report the Commissioner states in effeet that
it is not the shorter hours and the biz money
the railway worker is getting that is causing
the deficit in the railways, but that prin-
cipallv it is on acecount of the concessions
granted to peaple in country distriets. Pre-
sumably they are the people who kick nn
the viost vow, end so sueceed in zecuring ihe
most concessions.  The eoncessions and priv-
ileges enjoyvad by the railway men, about
which 50 nch complaint i= made by certain
seetions of the community. are as nothing
comnared with the concessions that the men
on the land enjoy in the way of cheap
freights and other things. I am not going ta
say that those people are not entitled to
consideration; no one will dispute that. But
I sav that if the Government think the far-
mers and settlers are entitled to those con-
siderations ther should not ask the Commis-
sioner of Railways to hear the burden. bat
should recoup him =0 that he might he ahle
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tu balance his tigures. We have been Loster-
ing the wheat industry ever since it started.
1We have never had a penny piece in whari-
age for all the wheat that has gone over our
whirves, We have fostered other industries
in the same wav.  We are carrying super
over the ruilways at a loss. 1 do net say the
farmers are not entitled to those concessions,
but 1 contend the railways should nol bave
the burden of thew, and then have people
say that the loss on the vailways is due 1o
the privileges and concessions granted to the
railway men. Referring.to wheat handline,
the Commissioner of Railways in this report
makes a complaint against wheat-acquiring
agents, He says—

Wheat hanled Inst vear totalled 850,045 tons
over an average distanee of 139 miles. com-
pared with 864,536 tons over 141.98 miles dur-
ing 1428-1929. On June 30, on account of the
low price for wheat, 2.250,000 hags rewmainel
stacked at sidings, apart from a considerable
number held by farmers at homesteads. The
withholding from eirculation of the cash repre-
sented by such a large amount of wheat had o
telling effect on the purchase and curriage of
muny other commeditics. For seme years it
hag been the practice to confer with the wheat
aequiring agents and to sef out a programme
of haulage from Decemher 1 omch vear. This
programme has been rigidly adhered to by the
Railway Department, but, unfortunately, the
agents have refrained from consigning the
necessary  tonhage, involvine the denartment
in extra expenditure for staff and engine
!:ﬂwer at certain vantage points remaining
idle.

So although the agents for the wheat have
entered into a compaet with the Commis-
sioner of Railways, who is in charge of a big
Government eoncern and is expected by thase
people to keep to his contraet with them
and earry the preseribed guantity of wheat
that he promised to carry over a2 period,
thew break their contract. The Coinmissioner
has to puf on extra staff, which costs the
railwavs a good deal more money than if
the hanlage was spread over a longer period.
Ta oblige those people the Commissioner
says he will shift so many thousand tons
of wheat per week over a certain period. He
keeps his contract, but the agents say the
wheat can stay at the siding, and the rail-
ways can show a loss. The agents do not
eare. That is all they think of affairs of
State. The private individoal docs not ecare
a hang about any of the publie departments.
Later in his report the Commissioner deals
with the gnestion of having to take a cer-
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tain class of coal that is not economieal at
the price he has to pay for it. I do not
know what has happened to lead up to the
taking of that coal, but I think there was
a distinet understanding that the coal was
not to be taken. There has been a change
of Government, and 1 do not know what in-
fience, if any, has been brought to bear,
but evidently the Commissioner has been
accepting 400 tons weekly of this coal, al-
though it has been shown to be nmeconomi-
cal at the price. The Commissioner him-
self is not in favour of using that coal.

The Minister for Lands: Which coal?

Mr. WITHERS: The Griffin coal.

The Minister for Lands: And you say it
is not satisfactory?

Mr. WITHERS: The Commissioner him-
self says it is not satisfactory. When this
party was in power it was definitely decided
that the coal was not to be taken by the
railways.

Hon. P. Collier: The Commissioner in his
report says it is not satisfactory.

Mr. WITHERS: T do not know whether
the proposed amendment to the Agriculiural
Bank Act will he the means of providing
any more money for the developwrent of our
land. I hope, however, that whatever is
done in the way of land settlement, some
consideration will be given to the South-
West. One may smile when new members
come to Parliament and put forward the
claims of their distriets for recoznition. It
is now some six vears sinee | made my first
appeal in this House on behalf of the great
South-West, which is ever growing greater.
I said that the time would come when the
South-West would have to carry the wheat
growers owing to the fall in price of that
commodity. I appealed to the Labour Gov-
ernment fo turn at least one eve towards
the South-West and not to keep both eyes
glued upon (he wheat helt.

Mr. Angeio: For how long has the wheat
belt carried the South-West?
~ Myr. J. H. Smith: And the North-West as
well?

Mr. WITHERS: It was claimnd that we
should develop the wheat belt becanse it was
easier to handle, the furnover was quicker,
and bigrer money came from if, and that
when the wheat belt was nicely seitled some
of the money which had been raised there
could be spent in the South-West. If the
South-West depended npon the wieat belt,
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with wheat at 3s. 0d. per hushel, we would
soon starve. We can grow the dairy pro-
duce required for the State if given the
oppoitunity to do so, and we are certain of
a demand for that which we produce. Far-
mers can grow wheat, but they are unable
to sell it at a profit. There is a demand for
evervthing we can grow in the Scuth-West.
At Harvey some five years ago [ said the
snme thing to the then Minister for Lands
{Flon, M, F. Trov). It was being said that
the Government of the day had become
“wheatened” because they eould see nothing
else but wheat growing. In 1926 I put up
» propesition to the Government for a land
settlement scheme adjacent to Harvey. The
whole of that scheme is found set out on
pages 241-2 of “‘lHansard” of August
of that year. The scheme provided for the
clearing of holdings and fencing them, and
bringing them to a stage when they were
veady for oceupation.  Up to that point they
would have cost a little over £1,000 each. They
were then to be thrown open for selection
to persons who would have to mnake them-
selves responsible fo the Government for
the payment of interest and the making of
a livelihood. That scheme is still workable,
and if any money becomes available for land
settiemenl I hupe that proper atiention will
be paid to it.

Hon. 1. Collier: The groups in the South-
West have exhausted all the money. They
have mopped it all up.

Mr. WITHERS: I am not talking ahout
gronp settlement of that kind. T am giad
to say that group settlement iz no responsio-
ility of mine.

The Minister for Works: But it is in the
South-West.

Mr. WITHERS: It is too far somth. I
uniderstand that many people are being sent
lo do clearing at Nornalup. That is o fatal
mistake on the part of the Government. That
part of the State is loo far away from the
market and from railway transport.

The Minister for Lands: The people are
within 10 miles of a railway.

Mr. WITHERS: The member for Nelson
{(Mr. J. H. Smith) quoted the cases of peo-
ple at Northeliffe whe were so far from a
railway that they could not get their pro-
duce to market. Some weeks ago 1 met in
Perth two men who had walked off their
holdings. They said they had settled 20
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miles from Pemberton, could grow potatoes
and other things at will, but found it was
altogether too costly to get their crops to
the market. We know the value of the land
down there and what it can produce, but we
also know how far it is from the general body
of consumers. One man had three acres of
potatoes, but they were not worth a penny
to him.

The Minister for Lands: The price is very
low.

Mr. WITHERS : This man said that pota-
toes would grow all right, but he could not
afford to put them on a lorry and cart them
20 miles to the rail head. Of course there
was no need for him to grow potatoes, but
in other respects the land is too far away
from the market. Beiween Perth and Bun-
bury the position is altogether diflerent.

The Minister for Lands: Do not tell the
member for Albany that.

Ay, WITHERS: He knows this other
land is too far away and that the clearing is
too expensive. In the distriets of the mem-
bers for Albany, Murray-Wellington, and
Nelson, as well as in my distriet, there are
thousands of aecres of land adjacent to ex-
isting railways. At present they are not
earrying a bandicoot to the mile, when they
should be carrying a cow to the aere. The
previous (Government should have seen to
that.

The Minister for Lands: What is the
good of trying to run cows, when you can-
not run bandicoots?

Mr. WITHERS: The owners sre not
using the land to the fullest advamtage.
They have never attempted to do anything
more than fence it. They want to hold it
for ever. They say it is a bhit of God’s
acre, and they want it to remain in that
condition. It is time the Government gave
them the alternative of putting it to use
or parting with it to someone else who will
use it.

Hon. P, Collier: What are you to do with
peaple who want to live in Busselton?

Mr. WITHERS: We do not nesd to go
as far south as that, because between Perth
and Bunbury there are thousands of acres
of land suitable for settlemeni. This is
all close to the central market. If we reach
out as we go along, Nornalup will get its
turn, say, in a quarter of a century. If
the Government did the right thing they
would establish as many settlers as possible
on the lands between Perth and Bunbury,
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adjacent to the railway, where they could
engage in dairying and allied industries. I
am glad the Government are going on with
the extension of the Harvey irrigation
scheine, The results already achieved in
that distriet show the wonderful value of
irrigation to the State. There was a time
when people tried to grow oranges there
with irrigation, but the trees died and they
have now substituted cows. They pulled
up the oranges, and now they are pulling
down the teats. If the irrigalion schemne
is eompleted, it would be ihe mesns of
absorbing a large number of unemployed.
That will be something in the Government’s
favour. Men will be engaged on reprodue-
tive work that will prove of wonderful
value to Western Australin. The system
would then be continued to the Brunswick
and Collie Rivers, and other districts where
we have running streams. By thai means
there can be created several Harveys in the
South-West adjacent to established rail-
ways. I join with the member for Nelson
in espousing the cause of the Cranbrook-
Boyup Brook railway. By ihis time to-
morrow night I hope to have advanced
about 15 miles along the proposed route of
that line, but of course I shall have to travel
by motor car. I know the distriel well
and whai it ean do. I have not travelled as
far as Cranbrook, but have been over the
Bunbury end of that distriet. There is no
part of the State where & railway is more
necessary to link up with the Great South-
ern and the South-West, It would open up
a lot of fine country that would not be so
hard to clear as is the case in other parts
and wounld be admirably suited for intense
culture or mixed farming. If the pro-
mise of the Minister for Lands is earried
out, and the earthworks are gone on with,
the undertaking will be the means of ab-
sorbing a number of unemployed who are
already in the loeality. The class of man
down there is hard-working and has an
understanding of the bush, These men
would give u good quid pro quo for any-
thing that is done for them in the way of
employment. They understand work of
that nature and would be sure to give satis-

faction. I hope that, if any money is
avatlable for tailway construction, the
Cranbrook-Bovup Brook line will receive

consideration at the hands of {he Govern-
ment. It may be asked why I interest my-
self in Harvey, which belongs to the dis-
trict of Murray-Wellington, or in the
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Boyup Brook-Cranbrock line, which is asso-
ciated with the district of Nelson. 1 am
actually the member for the north-west
corner of the South-West.

Mr. Angelo: Having been born in Bun-
bury, yon have no limit to your future.

Mr. WITHERS: There is no limit so far
as Bunbury goes. It is the pivet of the
SBouth-West and the centre of all attrac-
tion. We know what is causing the
present depression, so I shall make little
or no reference to that. I should, how-
ever, like to allude to the question of

transport to which I have referred in-

this House on previous oceasions. There
was a time when our railways were a4 monop-
oly. They had no opposition, could charge
what they liked, run when they liked, and

so on. People had merely to nse them.
Mr. Panton: They yun when they like
now.

Mr. WITHERS: We have for some time
been living in a competitive age, and the
railways have run up against another form
of transport, that by road. Some four years
ago I said it was time the deparfment con-
sidered means to eombat the road transport
by absorption. I give credit to the private
individual who was far-seeing enough to dis-
cover what routes could best be established,
and profitably to Tun a service. Some of
these people have done wonders. They have
put on a good service and have made money.
I say, good luek to them. I admire the in-
dividual for his enterprise, and have nothing
against him. If the man in the.street can
see that, what have onr administrative heads
bheen doing that they have failed to see if
and have not linked up with this new means
of transport? We have the tramways and
the railways and the suburban passengers,
but we have also bus services introduced by
people, with perhaps little edueation, but
possessing & lot of intuition, which has en-
abled them to make a success of their un-
dertakings. Our administrative heads are
drawing large salaries, but they have been
unable to see that they can absorb this trade
which rightly belongs to the State utilities.
I do not know what is at the back of the
Traffic Act Amendment Bill that is coming
along, but I do say it is time the Commis-
sioner of Railways endeavoured to keep ail
forms of transport within the sphere of the
State system. I have some clippings here
showing what is being done in the Eastern
States where motor competition is playing
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havoe with Government services, In Vie-
toria- there is now a Transport Act admin-
istered by the Minister for Transport, and
what Mr. Hogan, the Premier of that State
says about the effect in Vietoria will apply
t» Western Australia, except perhaps that
our figures are not quite so large. The
capital cost of our railways is 23 milliong,
whilst that of Vietoria is 71 millions, and
the annual interest payable is three and a
half millions. The Vietorian Government
saw the position, which is not unlike the un-
employed problem, in that it is world-wide.
Motor transport has come info competition
with the railways the world over, In Eng-
land efforts have been made to combat it
just as has heen done in Vietoria. I shonld
like to read this extract on the subject. It
is in the form of a telegram from Mel-
beurne—

A long statement was issued to-day by the
Premier, Mr. Hogan, on behaif of the State
Ministry in defence of the Motor Omnibus Aect
under which many country motor bus routes
have been cancelled, The statement has heen
printed in pamphlet form for distribution,
After denying allegations that Parliament was
not given sufficient time in which to consider
the Act, Mr. Hogan said that the Ministry and
Parliament were trustees for the people, and
when the interests of individuals confliet with
the public inlerests as was the case in this
instance, it was the duty of the Ministry to
protect the interests of the public.

Then after referring to the capital cost on
the railways and the annual interest bill, he
goes on—

The loss to the railways owing to the rom-
petition of motor buses already amounted to
£170,000 annually, If motor buses and lorries
were allowed to continue their competition and
extend their operations, and so prevent the
railways from earning sufficient to pay work-
ing expenscs and interest, the shortage wounld
have to be met by the people by increased in-
come tax and land tax

The report of the Commissioner of Railways
of our State draws attention to the losses
on the railways and more particularly those
pi the suburban area, and he attributes that
loss to the same cause—the competition of
motor transport.

Mr. Angelo: The Victorian railways give
a good suburban service.

Mr. WITHERS : When competition is set
up against a monopoly we must wake up
and, realising that there is going to be
trouble, we should nip it in the bud. Un-
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fortunately now the bud has bloomed and it
will be a diflicult matter to pluck it. I have
no intention of speaking disparagingly
about the railway officials, because T know
that in the service there are many, not old

men either, who are quite capable of taking

the position in hand and coping with it.
There should be some means whereby these
oficials should be given the opportunity to
display their ability in this direction. There
is plenty of scope for them here. In Vie-
toria the Minister for Railways said re-
cently that the Transport Bill he intended
to introduce would provide for co-ordination
of rail, tram and motor services, and that an
advisory committee representing those three
interests would be appoeinted and would as-
sist the ministry of transport. This is what
should be done in Western Australia. I do
not intend to labour the subject because the
Minister for Works has already announced
his intention to submit un amendment fo the
Traffic Act and I can only hope that what-
ever is done will be on the lines that I have
suggested. It would not be right for me to
conclnde my remarks without making some
reference to the Bunbury harbour. This
will be the “umteenth” time on which I shall
have alluded to the subject. With all due
respect to those who are urging the con-
strunction of the outer harbour scheme at
Fremantle, 1 contend that whatever atten-
tion is given to the harbour at Banbury will
b= money more than well spent. Moreover,
the interest on the money that will be re-
quired for the Fremantle scheme will com-
plete the Bunbury proposal which is more
justified.

Mr. Angelo: Do you suggest transferring
the trade from Fremantle to Bunbury?

Mr. WITHERS: No. We hexrd last night
the word “subsidiary” used on a number
of oceasions by the member for Murchison.
We might class Bunbury as subsidiary to
Fremantle.

The Minister for Works: I thonght you
were satisfied about Bunbury after my
recent vigit.

Mr. WITHERS: T should like the Gov-
ernment seriously to consider the question
herause it is costing something like €12,000
a veur to keep the harbour dredwed to the
required depth.

Mr. Barnard: But you have no tonber go-
iny out fiom Bunbury harhour now,

., way.
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Mr. WITHERS: The wonderful thing
abont the South-West is that althongh we
may Juse trade in respect of one of our pro-
durts, we have other assets. Although it
i« not a wheat-zrowing distriet, Bunbury
wets a {air proportion of the wleat that i«
crown in the surrounding terrifosy. Already
we hive had a record shipment this year of
over a million bags from the port wnd there
i« still a lot stacked there. The very fact
that the export of timber iz less will not
deter the progress ot the South-West in any
You cannot stop the advuncement of
that part of the State. Cut out timber and
something else takes its place. Some of the
money that is required for Fremantle ought
to be spent at Bunbury. Timber is a din-
inishing asset for the time being only, baut
there are other preducts being skipped from
the port. Now we bave established the Mt.
Lyell and Cuming Smith superphosphate
works, and vessels conveying phosphatic
rock pat into the harbour once a month o1
more. These two companies will materially
assist to keep the port going snd there is
no reason why the harbour should not re-
ceive consideration at the hands of the Gov-
ernment. I trust when the debate on the
Address-in-reply is concluded we shall get
seriously down to business and that the Gov-
ermuent will be able to place belore us pro-
posals which will show that there is a way
by which ihe ledger ean ke squared other
than by the peity means to whiell 1 referred
at the heginnming of my remarks. I hopt
the Government will get down Lo the busi-
ness of the State’s reguirements and that
the depression will be lifted to a great ex-
tent with the aid of the measnres that may
be brought down.

MR, PATRICK (Greenough) [5.55]: 1]
should like to add my congratulations tc
those of the other speakers on your appoint-
ment, Sir, to the Speakership, and I have
no doubt you will worthily uphold the tradi.
tions of vour high oflive. Coming as might
be said direct from the plongh to ti:iy Par
linment T feel a certain amount ot diflidenee
in addressing hon., memnbers, hut I am fuati-
fied by the knowledge that I am repres<ent-
ine not only the largest agrieulivral cloe
torate in the State, hut one which &= not the
leasl in lwmpottance. 1 am afso proud ta
be a representative of the Country Party,
awd it is peendiarly appropriate thnt the con-
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stitueney should have a Country Party rep-
resentative. [ should like, however, to pay
a tribute to the good work done by the for-
mer member for Greenough (Mr. Kennedy).
I came into frequent eontact with Mr. Ken-
nedy in eonnection with local Governmont
affairs and I always found him 1a0st atten-
tive to his duties and most econscientious
in the performance of whatever task he nu-
dertook. It is also pleasing to rceollect that
that hon. member voted against & measure
which is regarded in the agricoltural dis-
tricts as being very unfair. I allude tv the
Redistribution of Seats Aet. I have had the
opportunity of reading the speeches of the
ex-’remier in which he stressed ihe import-
ance of the agricultural industry to Wester
Australia, and in which he declared that our
future prosperity depended on thal indus-
try, and so forth. At the same time 1 think
the hon. gentleman clearly recognised thal
the future of his own party lay in the big
centres of population in the State. A Re-
distribution of Seats Bill was inevitable. ‘The
gold mining industry had declined until it
had become a shadow of its form.er great-
ness. Many gold mining towns had praeti-
cally disappeared and the result was a great
decrease in the mining population. On the
other hand, the agriculfural indusiry has
advaneed wutil it has become 1 lcading fae-
tor in the State’s progress. In fact, nearly
all our increase of wealth and population
in recent years has heen due to agricmlture,
Yet we find the former Governmaent abol-
ished five goldfields electorates and gave them
all to the metropolitan aren. That was not
the only bhad feature of the measure. There
was the difference in the quotas of agrieul-
tural and mining, to the primary industries.
I ask the House to eonsider for ¢ne moment
the immense area of the new Greenongh elec-
torate. It extends to the Murchizor. River
on the north, east some 40 miles of Mullewa
on the Cue line, south nearly to Dalwallinu
in the Wongan distriet and to Watheroo in
the Midland district. And yet this immense
terrifory containing nearly 6,000 clectors re-
turns one member fo Parliament, while the
compuct area covered by Kalgucilie and
Boulder with 1,000 electors returvs fouor, I
hope that the present Government hefore
their term 1s up, will introduce a new

Redistribution of Seats Bill fo make
at least an equitable adjustment of
the mining and agricultural uuotas.

M

It is a mockery of political representation
to say that 2,000 odd electors in a com-
pact area like Kalgoorlie and Boulder
shall return a member of Pajliament as
against 4,000 electors in a widely-seattered
farming district.

Mr. Panton: To say nothing of 9,000 in
the Leederville distriet.

My, PATRICK: And 4000 in Mt Haw-
thorn. Another matter requiring adjust-
ment is that of the Legislative Couneil boun-
daries which should be brought into line
with those of the Assembly. While on mat-
ters electoral, let mie refer to the residential
quatifieation of an elector. [ think it was
when Newton Moore’s Government was in
power that the residential cualifieation of
an elector was reduced from ihree months
to one month, but it remained for the Col-
lier Government to show how it was pos-
sible, by rushing a number of casval workers
from the city info country electorates—and
this in spite of the faet that any number
of men were available in the electorates
—to disfranchise an clectorate for three
years. I hope the Government will ensuve
that there is no recurrence of that sort of
thing by raising the residential qualifiention
from one month to three nionths. 'There is
no doubt that the great question to be con-
sidered is the finaneial position, The Gov-
ernment are faced with a very grave situ-
ation and, in spite of the views of the
Upposition, that situation bas materially
altered sinee April last. We need only to
read the newspapers to realise how even
daily it is altering as regards the position
with the Mederal Ministry., When the mem-
ber for East Perth (Mr. Kerineally) was
speaking about district allowanees lo rail-
way employees, 1 interjected that a some-
what similar course was being adopted by
the Labour Government in South Awustralia,
The hon. member, rather nukindly T think,
suggested that I was wrong as unsual. If he
had consulted one of his enlleagues, the
member for Coliie, he could have *old him
that I belong to A race of people who are
not in the habit of making statoments,
unless they can be proved by easily demon-
strable facts. The only difference is that
the Government in South Australia have
gone a long way further than have the
Government here, There was & report in
the Press about the opening of a case before
the Arbitration Court to which the Com-
missioners of Railways in several of the
States were parties. I think the Leader of
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the Oppesition is correet in his conteation
that this matter has nothing to do with
the Commissioners of Railways but is
purely a matter for the Government. When
the case was opened, the Commissioners
pointed to the huge losses being incurred by
railweys and tramways, and asked to be
relieved of an undertaking given by them
not to disturb the conditions of the men.
The Governments had given an undertaking
not to disturb the conditions, but application
was being made to the eourt for relief from
the undertaking. My. Hall represented the
Commissioners and said that unless the
court prevented them from reducing wages
and inereasing hours, the Commissioners
proposed to adopt that course. They in-
tended to go a long way further than the
Government of this State contemplate, for in
addition {o incressing hours, thuy proposed
to reduce the wages. Mr, Hill, the Premier
of South Australia, is very disgusted be-
eause he has to go to the Federal Arbitra-
tion Court at all. When he returned from
the meeting of the Loan Council, he made
a comprehensive speech to the South Aus-
tralian Assembly, in which he denounced
the Federal tariff and the Federal sales
fax in terms which would bave gladdened
the heart of any Western Australian seces-
sionist. Tn the course of his speeeh he
sajd—

Our industries are prevented from thriving
by the ever-growing pressure of the tariff. Our
standards in education, health and soeial ser-
vice are set by States grown rich through our
impoverishment. When we¢ seek to cut our
coat according to the short length of eloth left

ug, we find we are prevented by Federal in-
strumentalities and actions.

That is, the Government were prevented by
Federal instrumentalities from reducing
wages and inereasing hours on the rail-
ways. Another matter deali with by the
member for South Fremantle was the pro-
posed Federal wheat pool. The hon. mem-
ber referred to the condition of the
farmers, and seemed to blame members on
this side of the House for not having sup-
ported the Commonwealth proposal. If the
Federal Government had succeeded in got-
ting their wheat pool proposal tlhrouch,
they would have been ready tc re-
pudiate it by now. Taking the pre-
sent price of wheat at sidings, a gmaran-
tee of 4s. a bushel would have cost
the country something like £12.000,000,
that is, £6,000,000 to the Common-
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wealth Government and £6,000,000 to the
States concerned. On a quarter basis, the
cost to this State would have been £1,250,-
000 on a normal crop. The hon. member
said that if the gnarantee had been adopted,
the difference could have been spread over
the whole community, instead of requiring
the farmer to bear the whole of the loss.
I do not know how the hon. member would
have raised the £1,250,000, whether by exitra
taxation or in some other way, but if it had
been spread over the whole of the commun-
ity by way of charging an additional price
for wheat for local econsumption, it would
have been necessary to charge at least 10s,
per bushel. I do not think the hon. member’s
constitnents would have approved of that.
It is interesting to recall that Mr. Parker
Moloney’s wheat pool proposal went before
the electors at the last election, and T do not
know that the Collier Government gave any
lead in the matter. According to Press re-
ports, replies were received by the Federal
Minister from every State exscepting West-
ern Australia. I know it was a burning
question at the time, because I was asked my
attitude to it at every meeting in the, coun-
try. The ex-Premisr went through my clec-
torate during the ecampaign, and I give him
credit for this, that he, unlike some members
in the Eastern States, did not promise the
farmers 4s, or 5s. a bushel for their wheat.
When he was asked at Carnamah whether
ke favoured the wheat pool, he replied that
personally he was against it. Considering
that the ex-Premier was opposed fo a Fed-
eral wheat pool and that the present Pre-
mier, the Leader of the Nationalist Party,
was also opposed to it, I do not think there
would have been g ghost of a chance of get-
ting it approved by this Parliament, even
if it had been passed hy the Federal Par-

liament. There is no doubt about the
gravity of the financial situation. TFor
the last 12 years, speaking  gener-

slly, and this applies especially to the
cities, Australians have been having a good
time, Not only have we not paid our way,
but we have ereated with loan money an arti-
ficial prosperity, and have set up standards
which, with the fall in the prices of primary
products and a drying up of loan funds,
threaten to topple in ruins. The old-fash-
ioned and sane idea of Governments paying
their way seems to have gone out with the
war. Western Australia, as compared with
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the other Stales, bas had an unprecedented
rua of pood seasons. According to Mr.
Bruce Leake, of Kellerberrin, the eastern dis-
triets bave never had such a run of wet
winters, Y et no provision has been made for
lean years. One Government has merely
boasted (hat its defieit has not been so great
as that of its predecessor. Governments have
borrowed money and expended if, sometimes
not too wisely, and then have borrowed more
money to assist to pay the interest on their
previous borrowings. If you, Mr. Speaker,
and I went to a banker to raise a loan—it
would be a forlorn hope at the moment—but
if we succeeded, and then next year said we
were sorry we could not pay the interest and
would he please lend us more money for that
purpose, how long would we last? Yet Gov-
ernments have been doing that for vyears,
and what is bad in an individual is just as
bad in a State. 'The financial position is such
that money to be borrowed is only to be used
for works that will give a profitable return.
Many years ago one of the leading pianks,
and to my mind the finest plank, of the Lah.
our platform, was that money was to be bor-
rowed for reproductive works only. Tlat
plank appeared in Labour’s platform at
the time of the Daglish Governmest, and
when Mr. Daglisk tried to carry it into
effeet, his Governmént was called the mark-
time Government. Had Labour carried out
that plank right through up to the present,
Australia would not be in the bad finaneial
position she occupies at present.

My, Willeock: Only the Labour Party?

Mr. PATRICK: Both parties, but Labour
members have done their share of borrowing.
Expenditure is to be closely watched in
future to ensure that we get value for every
penny spent. Economically, all is not well,
and we have now to knuckle down
and acknowledge the faet, We seem
to be the last nation in the world
to come f{o the reorganisation pro-
cess and get back to normal This
is largely due to the fact that for a number
of years, Australia has been loan drunk and
the prices for her primary products have
been at high levels. From 1913 to last year,
exports from Australia, mostly primary pro-
duats, have more than doubled in wvalue,
though actunally the quantity exported has
not been a great deal more. Now falling
prices have reduced Australia’s income by
from £30,000,000 to £40,000,000, in addition
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to which money is difficult to borrow, and
the rate of interest has gone up. Austraha
is staggering under an enormous burden of
debt amounting te some £1,100,000,000, and
over £30,000,000 has to be sent overseas every
year io pay interest on that portion of the
money owing abroad. This inferest can be
paid only by exports, which are prineipally
primary products, and as prices have fallen,
production must be increased. Every Aus.
tralian party now admits that the position is
serious, To my mind the position is that we
have £30,000,000 to £40,000,00 less to spend,
owing to the fall in prices, and prohably an-
other £30,000,000 to £40,000,000 less owing
to the impossibility of borrowing. If theex-
isting standards are to be maintained wilh
the present production and present condi-
tions, then a section of our people ure going
to be employed at good wages while another
section are going to be permanently unem-
ployed It is impossible to draw a quart of
beer out of a pint pot, and it is equally im-
possible to escape lhe fact that if we render
an industry unprofitable, we inevitably cre-
ate unemployment.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. PATRICK: Before tea I was refer-
ring to pessimism. There are different kinds
of pessimists and optimists. The late
Thomas Hardy, the great English writer, is
supposed to have been a confirmed pessimist,
and he gives the following definition:—

Pessimism: My motto is, first correctly
diagnose the complaint, and ascortain the
cause, then set about finding 2 remedy.

Optimism: The motto of the optimist is,
‘*Blind the eyes to the real malady, and use
empirienl panaceas to suppress the symptoms.’?

There are many of this type of optimist in
Australia to-day, especially in the Federal
sphere. There seems to be an aversion on
the part of politicians, or there has been in
the past, to put the facts before the people.
They seem to prefer as Sir Thomas Hardy
says, “Empirical panaceas to blind the eyes
of the people to the real facts.” The posi--
tion reminds me of a little story I came
across some time ago. It is about an Irish
schoolmaster. He was addressing his class
and he said he would give a shilling to the
boy or girl who could tell him the name of
the greatest man who ever lived. One child
said Napoleon, another referred to some
other notability, another to Sir James Mit-
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chell, and so on. At iast one little Jew boy
said he could answer the question, and
naned St. Patrick. “Yor are right, my
boy,” said the teacher, and handed him the
shilling, “but how did you eome to think of
the great man’'s name?’ *“Well,” said the
little Jew hoy, “it was this way; right down
in the bottom of my heart I knew it was
Moses, but business is business.”” So it has
been with many of our politicians. Right
down in the bottom of their hearts thev have
known the facts of the position but they
were not game to state them, The remedy
seems to lie not 50 mueh in a reduetion of
wage costs, although to a certain extent that
is inevitable, but in a reduction of costs by
increased production.  There is something
vitally wrong with Australia, We are
4 strong and virile race capable of hold-
ing our own with any other nation. In the
last few years we have been slipping badly,
especially with other Dominions such as
Canada and New Zealand, In Australia we
have a protective tariff, and have had it for
vears, and yet we cannot ship a pound’s
worth of manufactured goods outside the
country. Canada has built up a large ex-
port trade in manufactured goods. That
Dominipn can put a binder into Australia
in gompetition with our own makers, after
paying duty and charges amounting to at
least £30. There must be something wrong
with the country when that sort of thing
can happen. According to the implement
maker, Mr. McKay, wages are just as high
in Canada as, or higher than, they are in
Australia, despite the fact that Canada has
no basic wage and no elaborate arbitration
laws. There is certainly not so much inter-
ruption in Canada through strikes and dis-
putes. In 1927—the last year from which
I can obtain the fizures—there were in Can-
ada 79 disputes, and 22,000 nen lost 165,000
working days. In Australia. where idealists
instituted the system of arbitration, with
which to abolish strikes, there were 200,000
men involved in 441 strikes, snd they lost
1.713,581 days. New Zealand is in a far
more prosperous condition that we are.
That Dominion has no diffieulty in borrow-
ing money in London and its finances are in
a sound condition. It also recognises the
value of primary production. Tn its taxa-
tion measures it provided s total exemption
on all incomes earned by any owner of land
from the direet use or cultivation of it. The
farmer paid no income tax. In the Bud-
get that was introduced a few wecks ago
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this has been altered, but making an income
tax payable only in the ease of land where
the unimproved value is over £7,500. That
would exempt practivally all the farmers in
this country. .\nstralia ean only advance
by increased production, and this can only
be brought shout by an increase in produe-
tion per head of the people. To ignore the
economie factor as to the ability of an in-
dustry to pay the wages asked can also only
lead to unemployment. What shall it profit
a man 1f he gain a high arbitration award
and loses his job! I remember in my young
dlays, when the Wallaroo and Moonta mines
were working in South Australia. It was a
prosperous community there. Every men
owned his own house and evervone was con-
tented. They had o system there whereby
wages were affected by the price of copper.
Waves rose or fell automatically as the price
of the metal rose or fell. The Australian
Workers’ Union then came along and or-
ganised the miners. The Arvbitration Court
wave them a splendid award, but the mines
were elosed down and have never since been
opened. We have a country rich in gold,
silver, copper, tin, ete. and yet mining
is praetieally at a standstill. If our metals
existed In any other eountry they would be
warked, and would he emploving thousands
of men, and be the means of establishing
sccondary industries in the manufacture of
machinery, ete. Becanse the cost of pro-
duetion is high from various causes, the
mines in Australia remain closed. This
leads to further unemployment. Apparently
only onr farmers are expecrted to suffer a
reduction of 50 per cent. in their eamings
and wages, and still carry on. I put it to
meinhers opposite who own farming proper-
ties, if the same rate and conditions were
to apply to farmers, or men working on the
farms, as apply to the men handling wheat
on the railways and the wharves, how long
would they retain yossession of their farms?

Hon. W, D. Johnson: The two things are
not comparable. One is a seasonal occupa-
tion and the other is a permanent one.

My, PATRICK: Tt is a matter of the rate
of wages. The same thing would apply te
any other industry, If it were applied to
the farming indnstry it would close down,
and if that happened, the result would be
chaos and ruin to Australia.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Very few farmers
pay less than the basic wage to-day.

Mr. PATRICK: 1 do mot think many
pay it.
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Mr, Panton: That is & very sane admis-
sion,

Hon. W. D. Johnson: In my district we
pay £2 10s. a week and keep. That is equal
to the bhasic wage.

Hon. P. Collier:
husie wape.

Mr. PATRICK: I am referring to the
average throughout the State. I wish to
vefer to our wretched arbitration laws,
which attempt to put every man on the
same basis.

Mr. Panton: They do nothing of the sort.

My, McCallum: You do not know what
yon are talking about.

Mr. PATRICIK: They put every man on
Lthe same level.

My, Panton: On the same minimum.

Hon. I'. Collier: You had betber stick
to farming.

Mr. MeCallum: And talk about something
you understand.

Mr. PATRICK: 1t does not matter
whether a minimum is fixed or not, it be-
comes the wage for the industry.

Mr. McCallum: The Arbitration Court
does not do that.

Mr. PATRICIK: If the shearers worked
on a daily wage, what sort of tally would
we get? . What incentive would there he
for the fastest man to shear any more sheep
than the slowest man in the team? T re-
member when I was on the platform for the
first time, six years ago, I referred to the
great expense of clearing on the group set-
tlements by means of day labour. The irony
of the thing lies in this, that when the Mit-
chell Government went out of office and the
Collier Government came in, the new Gov-
ernment abolished the system of day labour
clearing on the groups, and introduced that
of piece work or contract. When speaking
on this question in the Legislative Council,
Mr. Thomas Moore, who was a Labour mem-
ber for the Central Province, and a member
of the Group Settlement Royal Commission,
quoted the remarks of a group foreman, who
indicated that after a time the good men
fell back to the pace of the slow men, and
the whole business came down to the pace
of the slowest man. On this point Mr. Moore
said that any man who was working amongst
men must know that was quite true. He
said, “If vou have a gang of men not work-
ing on their own blocks, it will be found rhat
the slow men amongst them will regnlate
the pace of the work of the others.” That

1 pay more than the
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is quite true. Human nature is the seme
everywhere, just as it is on the groups. The
principle applies almost throughout every
industry in Australia, If a bricklayer can
luy 400 bricks a day and receives the same
1ate of pay as the man who can lay 1,000,
and if the employer centinnes to pay the
fast worker only at the same rate as the
slow wovker, the 1,000-brick & day man will
drop down to the 400. He would be a mng
if he ddid otherwise. Thus building eost
go up, and higher rentals follow from these
inereased costs.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: They always lay
bricks by piece work.

Mr. PATRICK: When speaking on this
question in the Federal Arbitration Court
in 1924 Mr. Justice Powers, the President
of that tribunal, who knew well what he was
talking ahout, said—

My duty is to prevent strikes ss far as pos-
gible, and give fair rates and conditions to
both parties, The court eunnot, in my opinion,
do unything that wounld prevent strikes and
give to the workers the value of their work to
the employers, more than to induee the workers
to aecept picee work rates fixed by this court.
The members would inerease their ineomes and
get what they elaim, some share of the profits
made by the employers with their assistance.

Further on the judge said—

No unicnist whe has had piece work rates

fixed by thiz court would dream of going back
to the old wages system under which men ean-
not improve their positions, or rise from the
one dead level of labourer or fitter, or whatever
work they may be at.
At MeKay’s implement works in Vietoria
most of the work is done on piece work,
and the men earn good wages. 1 understand
that Mr. McKay proposed to establish works
in Westerm Australia, but the union here
objected to the Vietorian conditions. It
therefore, followed that works which would
have employed many Western Australians
at good wages, and which would have saved
many pounds to our farmers, were retained
to Vietoria.

Mr. Panton: The union only asked them
to comply with the laws of the land.

Mr. PATRICK: Members may say we
have our own State Implement Works here.
I have heard hon. members say we ounght
to use Joeal products. I am aequainted
with a considerable number of Lahour farm-
ers in my electorale, but I do not know of
a single one who uses a State Implement
Works machine,
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Mr. Sleeman: You cannot have looked
round very much, because I know one in
your district who wuses State Implement
Works machines.

Mr. PATRICK: In that case, he is un-
common. I know one centre where the
farmers are all Labour supporters, and yet
there is not a State Implement Works
machine among the lot.

Mr. Sleeman: As a matter of faet, a
farmer in your district used one of the first
harvesters built by the State Implement
Works, and he is still using it.

Mr. PATRICK: That may be so. I am
speaking of men within my own knowledge.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: I have a State har-
vester which I have been using for years
and years.

Mr. PATRICK: It is really marvellous
how inefficient State enterprises can be.
McKay starts in Vietoria in a small hlack-
smith’s shop, with practically no eapital,
and gradually, over a series of years, builds
up a business which makes him a millionaire.
The State Tmplement Works started in
Western Australia with all the experience
that MeKay bad gradually {o acquire, and
with ample capital; and yet this State un-
dertaking makes a lamentable finaneial mess.
Adnittedly McKay had a good thing in the
tariff, but the State Implement Works here
enjoyed nof only the benefit of the tariff,
but also the advantage of interstate freight,
equivalent to at least £15 on a harvester.
I can give another example from Queens-
land. Either Mr. Theodore or Mr. Ryan—
I forget which-—said to himself, “This pas-
toral business iz highly profitable”; and he
proceeded to acquire or resume station after
station, whiech his own Government ran at
enormous loss, and which succeeding Gov-
ernments, Labour and otherwise, have heen
gradually getting out of at further heavy
lesses. In fact, I noticed in the Press recently
that the final station had been so!d and that
the total loss was £1,900,000. It takes our
own Government all its time to make a pro-
fit out of State hotels in good towns where
they have 2 monopoly of the trade and overy-
body knows that to be a highly profitable
game.

Mr. Panton: We shall have to =teat a
drink-more-beer campaign.

Mr, PATRICK: The money wasted in
State enterprises would have been Yntier
employed in opening up country aud mok-
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ing for that increased production which Mr.
Scullin deelares to be vitally needed in order
to save Australia. To reduece production
costs, taxation on the primary producer must
be reduced. The wheat grower is urged to
grow more wheat, in effect to work longer
hours, to “scorn delights and live luborious
days.” How, then, can any Governinent jus-
tify the many privileges and conecessions
which were given to our Public Service at a
time when prices were high, and which even
then were made possible only with the assist-
ance of borrowed money? I repeat, taxa-
tion will have t¢ be brought down. With
regard to the land tax, previous Govern-
ments removed the exemption of £250 and
doubled the rate of tax. On top of that
came a State vermin tax. On top of that
again there came fresh valvations, raising
the valuations of our lands to at least dou-
ble, on the average, and thus making the
tax four times as great. The increased valu-
ation of our lands does not cause them lo
produce any more. In fact, the new valu-
ations were made at a time when the prices
of all primary products were at the very
top. If a new valuation were made on the
basis of the selling values of farms—as it
should be-——quite a different tale would Le
told. Yet I understand that the new valua-
tions, under the law, must remain for three
years in the case of one Governmeni, and
for five years in the case of the other. Zhen
we have two income taxes to pay: that is,
if we are lucky. I do not think the farmers
will be paying any income tax this year.
In New Zealand, as 1 bave already men-
tioned, there is no income tax as regards
the farmer. The present Government should
ns soon as possible earry out their promise
to reduce the land tax by 50 per ccnt., and
amend the law so that the farmer will only
pay land tax or income tax, whichever may
be the greater. An idea seems to be preva-
lent, especially in Federal circles, that high
taxation in lieu of reduced expemditure can
save the present situation. Taxation is no
remedy, for it can reach a point when in-
dustry begins to collapse. Thus, laxation—
as it has proved in the ease of Federal taza-
tion—ean defeat its own end. The position
to-day is that the prieces of wheat and wool
are back on the pre-war basis. At a time
when wheat and wool valnes were high, agri-
culturgl machinery more than doubled in
price. All building materials increased in
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price. Railway freights increased. Taxa-
tion inereased. The cost of workers’ com-
pensation went sky high. Wages and con-
ditions generally were vastly improved. High
prices for primary produects, with the assist-
ance of loan money, carried all these ia-
ereases. The farmer, who was not exactl‘y
making a fortune in pre-war times, is now
asked to carry all these additional burdens
with pre-war prices. That is the prob-
lem which Governments have to solve. In
my opinion Australia will never get back
to a sound basis until a bag of wheat or a
bale of wool will purchase the same in essen-
tial commodities as it could purchase in
1913. T notice that Mr, Hughes, speaking
on the gold bonus deputation to the Prime
Minister, declared that only a miracle counld
save Australia.

Mr. Panton: He was looking in the mirror
then. )

Mr. PATRICK: Then Mr. Hughes went
on to talk about the possibility ¢f a new
gold find or an oil discovery. There are
in Australia many politizians like Mr.
Hughes—Micawbers waiting for semething
to turn up.

Mr. Angelo: But Mr. Hughes is now an
extinet voleano.

Mr. PATRICK: What we have to do ig,
in the homely phrase of Mr. Hill, the Pre-
mier of South Australia, eut our coat accord-
ing to our cloth. There are many unem-
ployed in Western Australia to-day, but the
picture shows still seem fo be rtak-
ing in large sums of money, and
trots and race meetings still go on
merrily. To the casual man from the
country visiting the city, the waste
of money is something appalling; and yet,
side by side with that waste, there are pov-
erty and distress. Jt seems highly doubtful
whether at present wheat growing ean be
carried on profitably without other primary
activities. In my opinion the Government
should give up all idea of a 3,500 farms
scheme and so forth, and c¢oncentrate on con-
solidating the farms which are already sei-
tled.

Hon. W, D. Johnson: Do you include the
new groups in that statement?

Mr. PATRICK : I think quite enongh has
been spent on groups already. There are
scores of abandoned farms in good distriets
alongside the railways, farms that should be
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written down and brought back into produc-
tion. In the northern area, wher® there Las
been no railway development for years, there
are rich, improved districts such as Balla,
Dartmoor, East Yuna, Mendels, and Won-
goondy, which should have railway communi-
cation before money is spent on sending
farmers out into newer and doubtful areas.
East Yuna has been turned down by the
Railways Advisory Board, but I understand
that the late Government gave a promise that
the board would be sent to the Balla-Dart-
moor area. I do not think there is much
chance of new railways being built in the
immediate future, but I am desirous of hav-
ing it established in principle that that land
is suitable for railway development when
opportunity offers. If the Government send
the Railways Advisory Board to Balla-Dart-
moor, they should also send them again to
East Yuna, On a recent Sunday Jr. Drew
and I had the opportunity of driving over
and inspecting some of the country which
the Railways Advisory Board, in their pre-
vious report, condemned as absolutely uafit
for wheat growing; and that country was
carrying really splendid crops. Personally
I do not take too much notice of Govern-
ment experts since having heard from Mr.
Drew that the Lands PPurchase Board abse-
lutely condemned Mendels and Wongoondy
estates, in my opinion, some of the Bnest land
in Western Australia. Golden opportunities
have also been lost in the past for purchasing
the Midland railway, which rons through
some of the best land in this State. I realise
that at present the finances would not
permit of the purchase of the railway, but L
consider that the Government should make a
proper valuation of the Midland Company's
assels so ns to have it ready when funds are
available.

Mr. Withers: If the lands weve taken, the
railway would not be much of an asset. It
would all have to be reconditioned.

Mt. PATRICK: The general manager of
the Midland Company, Mr. Poynton; speak-
ing in Geraldton two or three years ago,
said—

He was not aware that the Government had
made any serious attempt to value the asseta
of the company. The Government had never
made any attempt to defermine what the pro-

perty was worth, and had never made any
valuation warth considering.
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1f the Government negotiated for thai pro-
perty as b understand they did in the past,
surely they would have had some propee
valuation made ot the company s assets. In
wy opinien it would have been a good thing
it some of the mcuey wasted in the Souti-
West bad been spent turther north, amongs
other things on the purcbase of the Midl-
Load Comeany’s assets. The South-West is
not the only distriet in Western \ustralia
suifable Tor dairving, There is o large avea
nosth of Perth awd extending beyond (er-
aldion which, with improvement of pastures,
and with top-dressing and the provision of
silage and so forth, could carry on dairying
just ax profitabiy as the South-West, and
with a fraction of the eapital expenditure,
There seens te be an idea— | believe it 1
largely tostered by the Agricultural Depart-
ment—that the South-West is the dairying
part of the State, and that the other part is
the sheep and wheat part. Tn the Eastern
States hutter factories are to be found seat-
tered all over the wheat distriets. In fael,
Victoria is said to have more butter factories
outside Gippsland, whith is the Vietorian
equivalent of our Sonth-West, than in Gipps-
land itself. This developuent has beeq
largely retarded in Weslern Australia by the
high prices ot wheat and wool. However, the
farmers of this State have now to learn that
they must go in for a greater diversity of
farm praetice if they wish to carry on sue-
cessfully.  Conditions in the country dis-
tricts generally should be improved in order
10 encourage people to live there, A leading
politician of the Eastern States—I1 de¢ not
remember at the moment who it was—suid

recently that  Aunstralia had been over-
horrowing  for vears, and that far
too mmeh money hal been spent in
providing conveniences for the people
and far too little in making for de-
velopment and  inerensed  production.

It is a erime, in my opinion, to spend loan
money on non-reproductive work in the
city while railways are urgently required to
open up new areas :n the eonntry districts,
and when water supplies, schools and other
ineidentals to eivilisation are vequired for
the men and women, with their ohildren,
whe have wone out miles from anywlere £
develop new holdings. The sympathy of thix
House should go out everv time to thowe
men and women who are doing so much to
develop this State. T had an exeellent study
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in contrasts a few wonths ago. Prior to
commencing my election campaign, | read
an account of a meeting of a parents and
citizens’ association beld in one cf the lead-
g towns. Oue of the members complained
about the necessity for calsomining the walls
in the school building, which was one of the
finest in the State, equipped with every con-
venience, A week later I called at a tarm
to see a man and was told that Le was doing
some work at the school nine or ten miles
cast of the Wongan line. 1 went there
and found four or ftive settlers busily en-
zaged in erceting the school building. They
had gone two or three sidings down the
line, demolished the old schuol building,
carted the matervial to the railway siding,
placed it on trucks, taken delivery at the
new siding, and were then engaged in re-
erecting the building to the satisfaetion of
ihe department and without costing the
State one penny. In passing 1 may adid
that a generows Government charged those
settlers  with the cost of freighting the
nuiterial for the schee! over the railways!
1 was glad to hear the member for Kalgoor-
line (Mr. Cunningham), when referring lo
distriet allowances, mention the difference
hetween the position of eity and country
children with regard te the University, I
referred to this question on the hustings,
and say again that the University may be a

free institution for eity children residing

with their parents, but it ean hardly be
deseribed as such for country children who
have ta pay for their hoard and lodging
when they come to town. It wonld be no
great hardship if we asked the people in
the metropolitan area, whose childven at-
tend the TUniversity, to contribute some-
thing towards the cost of upkeep of the in-
stitution, becvause it seems to be incurrine
larger deficits with each suecceeding yeor.
Most people to-day are talking about seces-
ston, and this brings me to the faet that
Western Australia, which is eszenrially n
primary producing country and will even-
tually he the greatest in the Commonwealth,
has recently heen dealt a series of severe
knocks per medium of the Federal tariif.
Tt is a lamentable thing that party interests
in this State should prevent us from secur-
ing a unanimous protest from Westarn Ans-
tralin against the operations of the Federal
tariff. T have already referred to (he facr
that My, Hill, the Lahour Premier of South
Australin, made a bhitter attack on the
Federal  tavifl  in a recent  speech in
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the South Australian House of Assembly.
I remember that a few years ago Mr. Troy,
when, Minister for Mines, travelled round
the eonntry areas and denounced the then
Nationalist Gfovernment's tariff which, he
suid, was ruining the gold mining industry
of Western Australia. Certainly a great
deal of the decline in the mining industry
lias been due to Federal legislation. Just
after the recent Federal election we had the
spedtacle of the ex-Premier, when touring
the South-West, telling the people, accord-
ing to published reports, that he hoped the
new Federal Government would not unduly
increase the tariff as it would do a serious
injury to Western Australia. The point
T wish to make is that all those 1 hate men-
tioned agreed that the Federal tarifl has
operated detrimentally to this State and to
South Australia. Nevertheless, at the Fed-
eral eleclion recently held they supporied
the Labour Party who favoured the impo-
sition of a prohibitive tariff. That demon-
strates that their words of profest were
merely as sounding brass and tinkling evm-
bals.

Mr. Munsie: The present Federal Gov-
ernment have increased the tariff, but not
nearly to the extent that their predecessors
did.

The Attornevy General: He did not say
they did.

Mr. PATRICK : The new tariff seems to
have been increased principally in the in-
terests of the larger centres of Anstralin,
which emphasises the fact that the T.abour
Party is becoming essentially a city party.
The tarifft seems to have been framed under
no particular system or method. For in-
stance, we ave told that the wool industry is
in a had way, and we are mrged to use
more wool. Artificial silk, wool’s chief com-
petitor, of which over £6,000,000 worth was
imported into Australia last year, princi-
pally consisting of Rayon which is made out
of waste cotton, under the Federal Govern-
ment’s tariff is given a distinel advaniage
over wool. Farmers’ renuisifes have been
hit up sky-high. Galvanised iron has be-
come a classie instance. The bonus paid on
galvanized iron to Lysaghts is more than
suflicient to pay the wages in the whole ih-
dustry. I think most of us could earry on
wheat growing snceessfully under those con-
ditions.

Mr. Millington: Seme eould not do so.
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Mr. PATRICK: 1 remcmber that a few
months ago the city newpapers published
columns of letters dealing with the question
of farmers’ finance, and we were given &
lot of gratuitous advice as to how we should
run onr business, We were told it was
necessary for us to become more efficient so
as to inerease production. If the position
were not so serious, the reading of such
statements would be quite bumorous. I do
not know how some of these efficient city
men are getting on, particularly those who
own farms,

Mr, Panton:
farmers.

Myr. PATRICK: There was a story told
by Artemus Ward, the great American hum-
orist, who said that an enemy of his got
hold of him and gave him the father and
mother of a hiding, “But,” Artemus Ward
said, “a year or two later T had a terrible
revenge. Iis unele died and left him a
farm.” Some of these efficient city men are
now in the position of Artemus Ward’s
enemy. Despite the knoeks dealt by politi-
cians, droughts and diseases, the wheat-
growing industry is veally one of the most
elfigiently yun in Australia to-day. With-
out the assistance of heavy duties or bon-
uses, it has to compete in the world’s mar-
kets against grain grown in cheap-labour
vountries like India and the Argentine, and
has to place wheat in the world's market at
the world’s highest price. The Australian
consumer really gets the cheapest wheat in
the world heennse he gets it at world’s
parity, less longest distance freights. As
a matter of fact, there are really two com-
petitive industries only in Australia to-day
—wheat and wool—and it is a pity that
politicians should constantly cast additional
burdens upon them. Anstralia’s secondary
industries are heavily protected, and sugar,
butter, dried fruits and wine are heavily
bonused. The wheat and wool growers are
urged to make themselves more efficient in
order to he able to compete in the world’s
markets, yet a premium on inefficiency is
granted to every little tinpot industry that
likes to start in Australia. They are not
told to make themselves more efficient to
compete in the world’s markets. Those con-
trolling such industries could not sell two-
pence worth of poods outside Australia in
open competition, Their methods and ma-
chinery may be out of date. Never mind!
Give them some protection aud east addi-

You mean the terrace
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tional burdens on the two great industries
that are carrying Australia to-day and fae-
ing world competition. It is to me an amaz-
ing thing that the Federal Government
should choose the present of all times to
make the tariff prohibitive.  The present
British Government are against all foed
preferences, and are only seeking for an
opportunity to abolish them. The dried
fruits industry in Australia is largely in the
hands of returned soldiers. That industry
exists only because of the generous British
preference. If Australian dried fruit had
to struggle in open competition with the
products of cheap-labour countries like Tur-
key and Greece, the industry would fade
away. Butter, sugar and wine similarly en-
joy a generous British preference. Yet at
a time like this when Australia desires to
bortow money in London and has difficulty
mn getting it, we deliberately throw the pre-
sent tariff in the face of Great Britain.
Other eountries are beginning to retaliate.
Franee buys three times as much from Aus-
tralia as Australia buys from her. France
has already retaliated by placing a prohibi-
tive tariff on Australian wheat. Germany,
Italy and South Afriea have followed along
similar lines. During last season, Austra-
lian wheat was shut out of practically every
market in the world except that of Great
Britain. I suppose if it were not largely a
matter of sentiment, they would have hif
back also. The serious position regarding
the overseas markets lies in the fact that the
Soviet Government in Russia are working
hard to regain their old pre-war export
trade. In those days, Russia was the larg-
est exporter of wheat throughout the world.
If Russia is in a position to export wheat,
all the European nations, including Great
Britain, will grab her wheat with both
hands, because Russia is prepared to buy
their products.

Mr. Withers: Because they can secure it
at cheaper rates,

AMr. PATRICK: Because Russia will take
manufactured goods in exchange. Ours is
a suicidal policy, because the prosperity of
the city and the manufacturing interests in
the eities depend upon keeping the country
distriets prosperous. JMr. King O'Malley,
one-fime [Federal Labour Minister, when
speaking in the House of Representatives,
said, “You ean destroy your cities in the
night and they would be rapidly rebuilt. De-
stroy your country distriets and the eities
will fade away, never to rise agnin.” I am
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glad to know that we will not be asked to
deal with much new legislation this session
because, to my mind, Australian Parliaments
in the past have displayed a perfect mania
for passing Bills, These Bills once passed
have never had an opportunity to function
properly. Parliament has to be eternally
tinkering with {hem,

Mr. Panton: Some Biils passed here bave
not functioned at all.

The Minister for Works: Thank God!

Mr. Panton: The Dog Aect, for instance.

Mr. PATRICK: When I wasspeaking on
the hustings, T said it would be a good thing
if, certain necessary legislation having been
passed, and we eonld rely upon good admin-
istration, we shut up our Parliaments
for ten years, and saw how the posi-
tion would work itself out. There is
one question I must refer to, namely,
the reduction of Parliamentary salaries.
T should not like to conclude without giving
my opinion on that. I am certainly in fav-
our of a reduction of salaries, provided it
is done on the same lines as in Sounth Aus-
tralia, where the reduction exiends also
throughout the Public Serviee ou a gradu-
ated scale. Still I should not like fo see so
high a rate as My. Hill, the Premier of
South Australia, has imposed there. TUnder
Mr. Hill's seheme there is to be a gradu-
ated reduction throughout the Public Ser-
vice rising to 25 per cent, on salaries of
£1,000 and over. I do not wish to abuse
the patience of members much longer, but
in conclusion I should like to say that per-
sonally I stand for the interests of eountry
districts all the time. For I know that if
the country distriets are prosperous, the
towns and cilies will always gei their share,
probably more than their share. All the real
wealth of this or any other country rcomes
from the land, which produces everytlnng
essential to the preservation of life. Agri-
culture, as Adam Smith puts it, iz the onc
abiding source of national stability. Tf 1
may make another quotation, the wen whe
eultivate the land create incaleulable wealth,
and they ought to be the nation's healthiest,
happiest, most comfortable, and mosi inde-
pendent citizens. But Australinn Govern-
ments bind them in chains and then call
upon them to produce more wheat. The
penple of this country have to lecarn that
there is no royal road io prosperity. Dur-
ing the next year or two we are in for a
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very rough time, a testing time. And, after
all, there is no test like adversity, either
for an individual, a party, or a nation. It
is the supreme test of character. And we
come of a race of men that have always
stood up well when put against diffieulty.
We have a wonderful country, and we have
men who will be prepared to face the facts
of the position if they are properly put be-
fore them. In my opinion we nlso have a
very eapable Government, and a Leader of
the Opposition who would be a eredit to any
Parliament of the Empire. I feel I am voie-
ing the wish of all on this side when I hope
he will be long spared to oceupy that high
and honourable position. The Prime Min-
ister of Australia recently said there were
dark clovds hovering over Amustralia. And
he went on to refer to Australia’s wonderful
reciperative powers. I bave heard similar
remarks about Australia’s wonderful recup-
erative powers on the opposite side; in fact,
“pecuperative” seems to have taken the place
of that good cld word “potentialities.” The
Prime Minister referred to Australia’s won-
derful recuperative powers, whitn simply
means that it is to the men and women of
the country districts that he and othevs are
looking to make Australia’s prospects hright.
The secondary industries do not recuperate
worth one ceni. It is to the men and women
of the country districts that the Prime Min-
ister is looking, because they are laying
broad and deep the only fouudalions on
which can be built up a really prosperous
community. Their work, however, can be
helped or hampered by wise or foolish legis-
lation, and it is being hampered to-day by
foolish legislation. I appeal to members
on hoth sides of the House to try to lift
the burden now on the backs of the primary
producers, so as to enable them to give that
increased production which is <o vital to
Anustralia’s needs fo-day.

MER. RICHARDSON (Subiaco) [8.201:
At the outset I desive to join with other
members in tendering to you, Sir, my con-
gratulations on your elevation to the Speak-
ership. I know you will fill the position
with dignity and that you will have the
support of the whole of the members of the
House. I desirve, slso, to fake this oppor-
tunity to thank members for having elected
me Chairman of Committees. I can only
promise them that I shall try to emulate
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my predecessor, the member for Brown Hill-
Ivanhoe {Mr. Lutey). I do not intend to-
night to enter into any controversial matter,
because I feel that, oceupying an official
position, I should not be justified in doing
so. But there are one ¢r two matters which
have been discussed in the House, and which
I consider of very great importance indeed.
And so I intend to refer to them as I go
along. It appears to me the policy for
Western Ausiralia, and indeed for the whole
of Australia, bas been laid down for us. I
think it is the first time in the history of
Australin that we have a uniform poliey
tbroughout all the Australian Parliaments.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Who laid it down?

Mr. RICHARDSON: The latest Pre-
miers’ Conference has laid down a policy
which says we must balance the ledger and
that we must spend nothing except on re-
productive works. And the Premiers of this
and the other States, fogether with the
Prime Minister, have bound themselves to
that policy. As I said in the beginning, I
do not propose to enter upon any subject
of a controversial nature. May T add that
neither am I going to answer interjections.
So interjections will be entirely lost upon
me. The two great problems with which
we are confronted to-day are finance and
unemployment, the one being dependent en-
tirely on the other. If the Government of
the State can secure sufficient money, then
I feel sure their policy will give employment
to those out of work to-day. But until the
Budget is brought down, neither I nor any
other member can discuss that problem with
any definite security, for we do not really
know what the Government propose to do.
Probably I should not have spoken to-night
had not the member for Sowih Fremantle
{Mr. McCallum) brought into the discussion
something which I think is of the greatest
importance, not only to Western Australia,
but to Australia. I rvefer to what he de-
scribed as the extremists of the Lahour
Party and their ery of repudiation of our
war debts. The hon. member is to be com-
mended for having brought the subject be-
fore Parliament. It is generally asked,
why do not the Labowr Party keep
the extremists out of their ranks. I am
going fo say it is not alone the Labour
Purty’s job, but it is our job as well, to cut
down the following which the Communists
in Australia are gaining. Tt may be said
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that the Labour Party in New South Wales
have turned down the idea of repudiation.
I was very glad the other night to hear the
hon. member’s denunciation of that ery for
repudiation, and his declaration that he
spoke for the Labour DIarty of Waestern
Australia. I am sure he deserves great
credit for his outspokenness on that sub-
jeet. Notwithstanding that the TLabour
Party in New South Wales have turned
down the proposed repudiation of war debts,
we know that once a movement of that
sorl gets going it is likely to permeate the
whole of Anustralia, and permeate it the
more rapidly when we have distressful
conditions sueh as are evident to-day.
The man on the lower rung of the lad-
der who finds himself in harrowing condi-
ditions, scizes at any straw that will keep him
from drowning, and euables him to float
along in the siream of life. My objeet in
speaking to-night was not to criticise any-
thing the member for South Fremantle said,
hut to ndd something to the information he
gave us. Whilst T think his comment on
the British Government was somewhat dras-
tie, probably I shall be able te throw some
further light upon the question, for I want
the people of Western Australia to know
exactly what happened in regard to the war
debts of other nations and the debts of Auns-
tralia. Tt is a considerable time since the
war started, and it is impossible at this stage
to recall the feelings of the people in Aus-
tralia during the war period. We would
have no difiienlty whatever in commending
the action of the British Government if only
we could regain the atmosphere that pre-
vailed in Australia during the years 1914-
18. It has heen said that the Australian
troops fought for Great Britain. Nothing
of the sort. Or rather, they fought for
Greai Britain, certainly, but they fought
for Australia as well. We were an integral
part of the British Empire, and we all real-
ised that MAustralia was in serious danger.
Ii' only we could bring back to-day that at-
mosphere, that feeling which permeaied the
whole of Australia at the time, we could
understand the action of Great Britain in
alleviating the war debts of her European
Allies. It is well known that her European
Allies came out of the war sbsolutely hank-
rupt. It is knewn that the war could not
have been continued had it not been that
Great Britain loaned them capital to ecarry
them on. Beeause of that, we were able
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to win the war. If Great Britain had not
made her funds available to her Allies, we
certainly would have lost the war, and God
only knows what would have happened
to Australia. We would have had to pay
heavy indemnities and in all probability
Germany would have taken over Australia
as one of the plums of success. What T
want to point out is that whilst we may
compare Australia’s war debts with the
debts owed by the Allies at the termination
of the war, we were in a position entirely
different from theirs.  The econditions in
Australia were very mueh better than the
conditions in the eountries of our European
Allies. The territories of the Allies had
been devastated, and their commerce was ab-
solutely ruined. As 1 said bhefore, those
Allies were entirely bankrupt, and Great
Britain fonund it was impossible to demand
the return of the whole of the moneys she
had loaned to them. Whilst Great Britain
was most gehervis to her Allies, she could
only demand what she knew they were able
to pay. So a large part of the Allies’ debis
to Britain was written off. The two main
funding agreements were with France and
Ltaly. in the one case Great Britain wrote
oft fonr-fifths of the debt, and in the other
slie wrote ofi five-sixths of the debt, because
it was impossible for those nations, devas-
tated as they were, having lost their trade
and commerce, to pay those debts. Further
than that, theyx realised that, after all, Great
Rritain owed romething to them. Those Al-
lies had fought side by side with the British
troops, and had it not heen for those Allies
(ireat Britain would have been conguered.
Whilst it was a tremendous amount of money
for Great Britain to lose, at the same time

such  arrangements have becn made that
the loss does not fall too heavily on
the Old Country at the present time.

Prance, since 1926, has paid from £4,000,000
to £10,00(,000 per year to Great Britain, and
the payments have now heen raised to
£12,500,000 a vear. From 1957 to 1979
France will be paying £14,000,000 a year.
That means that the whole debt wlich re-
mains to be paid will extend over a period
of 62 years. By agreement, Ttaly will make
G2 annual payments of €4,500,000 a year.
The net result of the whole of ihe funding
of those wur debts is that Great Britain,
who is now paying €30,000,000 a year, but
later will be paying £38,000,000 a year, will
have received just one-half of lhat amount
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from the Allies. So ber bLurden will not
prezs too heavily upon her people. Those
pavments are extended over a considerable
period. It may be news to some members,
who ave inclined to be pessimistic because
we arve in financial difficulties. that the war
eost Australia £750,000,000. It ic an enor-
mons sum for a yvoung country. But here
is where Australia showed what the could
do. Of that amount all but about
£282,000,000 was paid out of revenue. We
ean hardly visnalise that so great nu amount
<could have been paid out of revenue. The
vest of the money was raised by loans in-
ternally, excepting a som of £82,196,000,
which was owing fo Greai Brifain for the
maintenance of onr troops abroad and for
war supplies. That is the war debt we owe
to Great Britain to-day. During the time
our troops were away Great Brilain under-
took to provide their pay and war supplies,
and at the end funded the debt anl made it
pavable over a period of 36 years. Those
were fairly good terms. Ii{ has been said
that Great Britain is charging Australia a
greater perceniage than she is paying for
the money. I deny that. The question was
raised in the Federal Parliament in 1927,
The then Prime Minister, Mr. Bruce, stated
that the intersst on Rritain's war debts aver-
aged 3 to 3% per cent. Thut statewent went
Home to the Old Country, and the British
Treasury replied that the loan moneys for
funding the Australian debt had heen bor-
rowed at a little over 5 per cent., and that
5 per cent. had to be paid until the debt
was liquidated. Australia is payivg Britain
for her war debt £4 18s. per cent., and on
top of that we are paying a little over 1
per cent. as sinking fund. Comparisons have
also been made between the other Dominions
and Australia. 1 wish to show that other
Dominions were treated in exactiy the same
way as Australia was treated. It was said
the other night—and I can see how the con-
fusion arese in the mind of the member for
South Fremantle—that the troops from Can-
ada immediafely on boarding the transports,
were paid by the British Government. That
statement is entirely wrong and has been re-
fated by the British Government. What
happened was this: the Canadian troops went
into the war the same as the Australian
troops, but Great Britain bought n tremend-
ous quantity of munitions from Canada and
thereby set np a debit in Canada. Therefore
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the war debt owing by Canada appears to
he very much less than that of Australia. I
o not know the total cost of the war to
Canada, but its war debt to Britain is
£47,000,000. The relative smallness of Can-
ada’s debt is accounted for by the faet that
that country supplied great quantities of
munitions to Britain, and Britain had a debit
in Canada which redunced the debt to Bri-
tain, Tt has been said that privileges like-
wise were granted to Sonth Africa. Some
of the cxpense of the campaign in Franee
inenrred by the South Afriean troops was
paid for by the British Government, bot the
reason for it was that South Afriea paid for
the whole of the campaign in West Africa,
and therefore was unable to pay the whole
of the cost of its troops in France. Con-
sequently the accounts that have reached us
from the other States and that are being
placed before the people by the Communists
are entirely wrong. Australia received the
same treatment as did all the other Domin-
ions. We should be extremely careful to
understand the position because it will prob-
ably be made a Lurning question. The
Communists have o greater hold on Austra-
lia, 1 regret to say, than a good many peo-
ple imagine. 1 know that the Labour Party
have trouble with them. There are Com-
munists not ouly in the Labour Party, but
I belicve some are also to be fornd in the
Nationalist Party.

Mr. Panton: There are not too maay ia
the Labour PParty.

Nr. RICHARDSON: Labour is coutinu-
ally trying to turn them out.

M. Panton: Net trving, hut dotng .

Mr. RICHARDSON: We should endeav-
our at all times to put the Communists in
their proper place. When it is stated, as it
has been stated in Sydnev, thai Great Brii-
ain should give Australia better treatment,
I say that on the facts and ficures Great
Britain has treated us genercusly, and for
that reason we should be exceedingly carefn}
not to deny our obligations to Britain. I
do not believe that the people of Australia
would for a moment countenance the repundi-
ation of anv debt. T believe the heart of
Anstralia is too sound for that, and T have
n4 fear of its orenrrine.  Ax the member for
South Fremantle poinfed ouf., whenever an
rlection is pendine, if there is any dictress
in the land. the Communists try to ereate dis-
trust which naturally canses confusion. That
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is what they are aiming at to-day. Let me
now touch on the question of wheat and wool,
which also was raised by the member for
South Fremantle, I do not know whether
the hon. member’s figures were correct when
he said that the British Government made
£300,000,000 out of Australian wheat and
wool.

The Minister for Works: Why did naot
you get the figures?

Mr. RICHARDSOXN : There was difliculty
in getting them. Assuming that the British
Government made £300,000,000 profit

The Minister £for Works: That is non-
sense.

Mr. RICHARDSON: If they made that
profit, they made it for the Australian grow-
ers, because the agreement with the Brit-
ish Government was to return one-half of
the profits to the Aunstralian growers. I well
remember the time when negotiations were
taking place with the British Government
regarding our wheat and wool. I do notf
think there was a man in Australia who did
not declare that we had made a wonderful
bargain. The arrangement regarding our
wheat was that the British Government
should buy 1,000,000 tons at 5s. per bushel
flat rate, and pay spot ecash for it. The
British Government took all risks, We know
that thousands of tons of wheat went to
waste, because shipping was not available
to transport it to England, and because wee-
vils and mice, for some unaccountable reason,
were bad throughout Australia during those
vears. Consequently, a tremendous quantity
of wheat was lost. It was only the fact of
the American wheat erop failing that rushed
up the price of wheat during those years
The British Government took all the risks
and held the wheat for years, while our grow-
ers reaped the advantage of 5s. a hushel cash.
We cannot say that the British Government
have treated us badly. During the years
1021-26 Bawra distributed approximately
£210.000,000 to the woolgrowers of Austra-
lia. Now members will realise the benefits
derived from those transactions between the
British and the Commonwealth Govermneents,
Hence, there should be no thought of repudi-
ation. On the other hand, if it were at all
possible, we should still further assisi Great
Britain. We know perfectly well that the
British people have been in serious diffi-
culties ever since the war. To-day they are
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confronted with very serious difficulties be-
eause they came to the assistance of their
Allies, and have been generous to them, as
well as to Australia and to the other Domin-
ions. My reason for speaking to-night was
to endeavour to interest members in this
guestion, so that they might be in a position
to refute the statements that are being eireu-
lated, and discourage any thonght of re-
pudiation, at least on the part of Western
Australia.

. MR, MILLINGTON (Mount Hawthorn)
[842]: I have already extended my felici-
tations to you, Mr, Speaker, and I now have
to turn to the Government and to the new
members. When I entered this Chamber
gome six years ago, I said that I experienced
diffieulty in placing members opposite, At
that time the Conntry Party had been split
into two, and it was diffieult to see where
they had their members parked at that time
on the Opposition side of the House. I sug-
gested that the division was due to their asso-
ciation with that renowned agrarian, Sir
James Mitehell, who had sueceeded in mak-
ing two Country Parties grow where only
one grew before. It seems to me that sinee
that time the Country Party have become
consolidated, that they have lost their iden-
tity, and that we now have government -f
the country by a combine, The present Gov-
ernment will go down as the combine Gov-
ernment:

The Minister for Lands: They will not go
down at all.

Mr MILLINGTON: I mean that they will
go down in history. I should say that the
Nationalists, being associated with the Coun-
try Party, are engaged, as should be the
case, in cultivating the Treasury benches
to the combine.

The Minister for Works: We use the com-
bine to sow our wheat, and it is very snceess-
ful.

Mr. Angelo: Yon will find it a turbine that
will go ahead well,

Mr. MILLINGTOXN: Although there has
been a good deal of comment npon the time
zaid to be wasted on the Address-in-reply, on
this oeccasion at any rate it can be elaimed
that members eertainly have stated the ease
for their districts in a better manner than is
possible by people who merely tour a dis-
trict. We get an idea of the industries
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that are carried on in outback places, the
difficulties with which those industries are
associated, and the conditions under which
People connected with them live. T have
certainly received information and instruc-
tions which are very essential, since we are
here to deal with the important question of
conducting industries in this country. I
approach with some temerity a yuestion
which has been over-discussed, that is, the
very rash promise made by the Premier at
the last elections, I know when a politician
of the experience of Sir James Mitchell
makes such a promise he must have & pre-
cedent to follow. I have discoversd one.
Some time ago an election was held for the
President of the Savage Club in London.
A very wily gentleman, a member of that
club, advanced himself for the position.
This was his policy. He said, “Meals at
this elub at present are 1s. 4d.; if elected
I promise they shall be reduced to 1s.” On
that platform he was elected. Nothing was
done in respect to the price of meals.
Members of the club then got around the
president and inquired whether anything
was going to be done. They said, “You de-
finitely promised that if elecled the price
of meals wonld be reduced to 1s. He said,
“T believe I did say that, but was it not
a bobby-dazzier eleetion cry?’ There is,
therefore, a precedent for the Premier. The
other man got away with it. He became the
president of the club, and I suppose the
members forgot all ahout the promise of a
cheaper meal. Although the Premier has
been unsnceessful so far in finding work for
the unemployed, they can take this com-
fort to themselves that, at any raie, they
found a partioularly good job for the Pre-
mier. Things, therefore, have balanced up.

The Minister for Works: It is not too
good a job in these days.

The Attorney General: Would you like
to swap jobs with him?

Mr, MILLINGTON: The job is of his
geeking. Many congratulations havs been
extended to the Government. I extead them
myself in the same direction.

The Minister for Works:
to the country..

Mr. MILLINGTON: I look upon each
member of the Governmment as my friend.
The only differences between us are due to
their antique and somewhat eccentric ideas
of polities. Beyond that we are perfectly
good friends. I have always received a

Extend them
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very ‘fair deal from Ministers, and I am
determined not to quarrel with any of them.
T promise, too, that, in respect of this de-
bate, the fabrie of which is somewhat
frayed, I shall not endeavour to touch upon
every subject which is allowed at this time.
My endeavour will be to avoid as many sub-
jects as possible, but to deal with one or
two which have not been fully debated, but
which are of sufficient importance even now
to warrant further discussion, 1 shall nof,
for instance, go further into the finaneial
position. This has already been fully dealt
with. Phases of the question have been
brought forward that wiil be of use to us.
We in Western Australia shall be uble to
weather the storm. I do not yet see how
our difficulties are to be overcome imme:
diately, nor that anyone bas a remedy that
will bave rapid effect upon the position. 1
think so much of Western Australia, and its
people, that 1 believe they will eventually
get over the difficulty. Considering the
manner in which all the questions have
been dealt with I, shall confine myself to
what I consider the most important thing
for Western Australia, namely, our indus-
tries, I have been interested in anything
that has been said during the debate to
show how our industries, both primary and
secondary, can be assisted and extended.
We have always made vigoveus efforts to
speed up production. Anyone who wishas
to appeal to the imagination of the people
must have some big scheme to promote or
foree settlement at a more rapid rate. The
inventive minds of members enable them to
advance their own distriets as well as those
which warrant particular attention. I do
not see the ambassador for the South-West
in his place, but I find that even members
from the North-West have ideas of how the
Government can assist their distrietc and
the industries therein. A good deal of the
difficulties that exist not only in this State
but in other parts of Australia has arisen
over the attempt unduly to speed up de-
velopment in a given direction.

The Attorney Genersl: More haste, less
speed.

Mr. MILLINGTON: In the past it was
possible to develop our wheat areas under
favourable conditions, and the speeding up
process turned out to be warranted On
that oceasion & great deal was left to the
individual. A lot was said about those who
settled the wheat distriets, bnt my experi-
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ence is that most of the credit is due to the
class of man who was responsible for their
development. He did not ask for very much.
For the money he received he gave more
than value, not less. The assistance given
by the Government in that matter was there-
fore warranted, for the venture turned out
a suceess. The pioneers of those distriets
went through very trying times. Because
of the snccess that followed, it was assumed
that in other districis, and dealing with an
entirely different class of people, many total-
ly inexperienced for the work, the same thing
could be done, and another industry for
which there was not so sure a market or
for whese products there was not so great
a demand could with equal sucecss be set
upon its feet. I refer to the group settle-
ment scheme. There is a disposition to give
eredit for the work done under that scheme.
The extension of the dairy indusiry wag re-
ferred to. Although I am very pleased to
know that butter production iz imereasing
and that the industry is progressing very
satisfactorily, we are not justified in refrain-
ing from examining the position. I am
afraid that the butier prodrced by the group
settlers will have cost considerably more
than the money received for it. In such eir-
cumstanees any indusiry can flourish any-
where for a brief space of time. 1 cannot
think that more than two or three members
of the Government are enthusiastic about the
seheme, and I hope they will be very careful
hefore they extend if, as was suggested.

The Minister for Lands: Who hos sug-
rested an extension! .

Mr. MILLINGTON: It is suggested thet
it should be extended to the Nornalup dis-
triet.

The Minister for Lands: Nothing of the
sorf.

Mr. MILLINGTON : There is great diffi-
culty in finding money for any purpose, par-
ticularly for one of that nature. Many
years must pass before there is any prospeect
of returns from that district. The clearing
in that country is most costly and diffienlt,
and it will take some time to esteblish the
pastures. Moreover, it will be difficult to
seenre the requisite stock for the land when
it is cleared and opened up.

The Minister for Lands: How mueh will
it cost?

Mr. MILLINGTON: This ie not a cross-
examination.
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The Minister for Lands: You seem to kmow
a lot about it.

Mr. MILLINGTON: Although the Gov-
ernment benck is comprised largely of mem-
bers of the legal profession, I refuse to be
cross-examined. A difficulty surrounds the
group setilements and the possible exten-
sion of the dairying industry. The indus-
try is certainly established and butter fae-
tories are growing up. I am sure, however,
the Minister for Lands will agree with me
that it will be very difficult fo obtain suit-
able dairy stock for the pastures that are
laid down. Arrangements have been made
in the past for the importation of stock
from the Eastern States, but it is no easy
task to get suitable cattle. "When the
animals arrive here they reguire te become
aeclimatised. If the industry is fu be sue-
cessful, any sort of stock will not suffice. If
anyone thinks the dairying industry can he
established with any kind of eattle he had
better disabuse his mind of the idea. Prob-
ably no one will make a fortune out of
dairying, elthough there is a living in it if
carried on along proper lines. It is a rare
thing in thi: State to find a dairy herd with
which it is pessible to be saticfied. Our
work in the immediate future, thcrefore, is
to build up dairy herds that will make it
possible for the industry to progress along
commercial lines. The member for Green-
ough (Mr. Patrick) objects to experts lee-
turing the farmers and other primary pro-
duneers as fo how industries should be carried
on. He suggcsts that we do not apply the
same prineiplc to seeondary industries. If
Western Australin  negleets the oppor-
tunify to inodernise all its industries,
both primary and secondary, we shall
very soon be superseded by those
countries that take the other view.
[ am prepared to give full eredit to those
who have already done so well. I know
the sacrifices that have been entailed in the
course of building up industry. The credit,
however, is not due entirely to those who
are actually engaged in primary production.
I think it was the Minister for Works who
said that were it not for the farmers we
should have grass growing in the cily streets.
I would retort that were it not for the manu-
facturer we should have trees growing on
many of our farms. The additional
producsion  that is taking place on
our farms, and the faet that our farmers
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themselves are becoming amazingly more
productive than was the case, are due not
80 much to the effort of the farmer himself,
but to the scientist and the manufaeturer
baving made it possible for the farmer, and
the farm itsell, to be more productive per
man than was the case heretofore.
Su that, after all, it means that the despised
city person and the despised experi—some
exception, I believe, has been taken to the
expert—have done more for farming than is
generally realised. A matter of vast import-
ance to Western Australin is the application
of superphosphate. Superphosphute was a
discovery of the scientist. 1 believe the firsy
superphosphate—manufactured not as we
have it to-day, but a ecompound of bonedust
and phosphate made in the laboratory—cost
about 1s. per ounce, 1t was left to the manu-
fuctarer to bring this down to a coamercial
basis, so that the produet eould be pui to
practieal use. Now superphosphate is sold
ar about £5 per ton. What that means to
Western Australia is incalenlable, Not only
has it vastly increased produetion in the fav-
oured areas, but it has brought within the
realm of productivity enormons areas that
otherwise would not be eultivated for wheat-
growing at anv rate. The same thing holds
goad as regards the modernising of furriuy
methods by the introduetion of machinery.
Therefore. it can be said that there is no
antagonism beiween the secondarvy and the
primary indostries. T have always consid-
ered it in had taste to suggest that there is
any antagonism between our primary and
our secondary industries. Certainly there is
no State in Australin—and, as we are well
up to date, it can be said that there is no
country in the world—that has done more tu
encourage primary prodnction than has
Woestern Anstralia. or that has given better
terms to those engaged in primary produc
tion. It is well, too, that during the vears
when it was possible for the State to pro
vide loan funds, monev was wisely expended
through the Agricultural Bank for the ea-
(ension of the agricultural industry. T sav
to the Country Party partienlarly, however,
that enre will henceforth have to be exereiseil
that the Agricultural Bank, originally estal,-
hshed and condueted on reasonably sound
lines. does not hecome bhurdened with an en-
firelv diffevent class of nsset in the group
slilements which are being handed over Lo
the nstitution.

Mr., Kenneally: Liability, rather,

Mr. MILLINGTON: The group settle
ments are dertainly a serious hability. It is
highly important that the Agricultural Bank
should be conducted on reasonably sound
business lines. Now the groups are being
handed over, and will become a respons-
bility of the Agrienltural Bank. T shall be
satisfied if 1 cun have an assurance that the
Munaging Director of the Agrienltural Bank
will he given full diseretion as to what lia-
hilities he takes over.

The Attornev (fencval: He will have the
game diseretion as he has always had; in
farct, more than he had under the previous
Government,

Me, MILLINGTON: I do not know that.
During the time T was associated with the
Lands Department T certainly resisted any
attempt to water down the assets of the in.
stitution. There is always a disposition on
the part of the agriculturist to suggest that
he should he adsvnneced money on, in plain
langmage. shoddv seeurity, When it was sug-
eosted that farmers should receive advances
for the purpose of putting in c¢rops on un-
fallowed land, or on land enltivated under
wrong and unsuitable conditions, T resisted
the proposal. There is often an attempt on
the part of the farmer who is in trouble to
get the bank to acrept his liability. Tf the
bank accepted it, the security would depreci-
ate in ng time. Now that the group settl~-
ments, more vrr less in the experimental stage,
are being handed over to the Agriculturn!
Bank, the farmers themselves should see that
the securities of the institution are not con-
siderably depreciated. As regards primary
production, I trust that the Western Aus-
tralinn farmer has not reached that pleasant
stage when lie is satisfied with the mauner in
whieh the industry is being conducted. 1
shonld say vather that the best agriculturista
«f this countrv are those who are not satis-
fied.  Very fine work indeed has been done
by the Agrienttural Bank, and work of en-

‘ormous importanee to Western Australia has

heen necomplished by the establishment of ex-
perimental farnis in key positions threnghout
the State, Although these are times of econ-
omy, it would he false economy to suggest
that the farms have ouflived their usefulness,
and that there is nof the same necessity for
them to-day as there was in times past. T
hope they will be preserved as experiment-
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ing farms, and not be turned into commereial
farms, from which aspect they would be use-
less. The best farmers in Western Australia
use those farms for their own experiments.
There are cerfain things they want demon-
strated, and they can have them demon-
strated on those farms. And similarly with
other branches of the Agrieultural Depart-
ment. I believe they are reasonably up 1w
date, bearing in mind the amount of money
that has been available for the purposes of
the departiment. Tle advice given by the de-
partment and the experiments conducted by
the State farms are responsible for plocing
wheat growing and other forms of agrieul-
ture on their present sound basis. With re-
speet to secondary industries, although West-
ern Australia is always boomed as a country
particularly suited for agriculture, I pre-
sume that the people and the country of
Western Australia ave just as well fitted %o
eonduct seecondary industries. Whether we
like it or not, the established policy of Aus-
fralia is that of practically prohibitive pro-
tection on certain lines of goods. Although
there is much discussion to-day of Western
Australia’s disabilities, the proper thing for
us to do is to turn our attention to sunch
abilities a3 we possess. Surely we do not
intend to be always whining about this
country’s disabilities and disadvantages. Tt
is far more suitable to turn our sttention to
the cultivation of the sbilities this State has
for keeping its population. I do not suggest
that we should slow down in primary pre-
duction, for which our State is noted; but
if we are to maintain our present industries,
it will be necessary to give special attention
to those of them that are deseribed ag secon-
dary. Although the State recently may have
flipped somewhat, statistics show that we
have 21,000 people engaged in secondary in-
dustries here. That is a highly important
fact. Speaking from memory, the value of
the output of our secondary industries i
ahont £17,000,000. Thus our secondarv in-
dustries to-day are far from necligible. Dur-
ing recent months, owing partly to the de-
pression and partly to the fact that the
Western Australian community has not ifs
former bhuying capacity, those industries
have slackened off, and there have been many
dismissals from factories. We must turmn
our aftention te» that phase of the
gitnation. Here is a case in which we are
siipping back. The question is, shall we
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fall into line with the poliey of Australia,
which is for the time being to import less
and to manufacture more within the borders
of the Commonwealth? TUndoubtedly the
Eastern States are making arrangements to
extend and inerease their manufactures.
Then, if Western Australia is to be even
with the other States, if, in a homely phrase,
we are to keep our end up, we shall have to
direct speeial attention to loea! manufac-
tures. Tn this respect the only market that
we can control is our loeal market. The
Eagtern States manufacture not only their
requirements, but also for what I presume
they call the backward State of Western
Australia. This should not be a backward
State. Ways and means can be devised of
stimulating industry in this country so that
we shall be able to manufacture our own
requirements.

The Atforney General: Would you indi-
cate what ways and means?

Mr. MILLINGTON: I do not suggest
that we are going to get to the stage of ex-
porting, but I do suggest that we can at
least control our own market, and in many
directions—speecific instances have already
been given—manufacture our own reguire-
ments.

The Attorney General: But how are we
to stimulate the manufactures?

Mr. MILLINGTON: We shall have to
stimulate them by buying goods of our own
manufacture. If the hon. gentleman thinks
it is not worth while——

The Attorney General: Certainly it is.

Mr. MILLINGTON: If the hon. gentle-
man thinks it a payable proposition to buy
what is made in the Eastern States and
leave our own products in the factory

The Attorney General: But you were
talking about governmental stimulation,
were you not?

Mr. MILLINGTON: I was not speaking
only of the Government. I said that I pro-
posed to discuss means whereby we could
revive the industries of this State.  The
Government are only, in a way, fostering,
or engaged in, primary production. So it
should be with respect to secondary indus-
tries. The Government can play a part in
stimulating secondary industries. I do not
ask the present Government to enter to a
greater extent into manufacturing so far
as secondary industries are concerned, but
T do suggest that there are ways and means
by which the Government can assist. If this
doctrine had been preached in times past,
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notice would have been taken of it. The
question 1s whether Western Awustralia’s
position is sufficiently desperate to induce
the people to make sacrifices in order to re-
vive our industries.

Mr. Kenneally: Or to hold what indus-
tries we have.

Mr. MILLINGTON: Or to hold such in-
dustries as we have. I used the word “re-
vive” becanse our secondary industries are
in a highly doubtfu! condition to-day. Some
of them are extremely sick, if not dying.
Therefore I consider that we have no choice.
When one speaks to people on this subject,
they reply, “We are going to buy in the
cheapest market, and exercise our own choice
with regard to anything we require.” Their
doing so means that they spend their money
where they like, and that, as a result, in
many instances they are ont of work owing
to the condition of local industries, and thus
have no money to spend. In some industries
half the employees are out of work, and the
other half are paying fairly heavy levies, as
instanced by the member for Nelson (Mr.
J. H. Bmith), to sustain their workless com-
rades. Therefore sacrifices must be made
anvhow. There is no choice whatever ahout
that. Now, I entertain a rooted objection to
making any needless sacrifice. All must

be prepared to make sacrifices if thal
is to be effectivee If I were asked
what was required of the people of

Western Auwustralia, I should say that
I know they are sympathetie. I ae-
knowledge that if this does not solve the
problem of unemployment, it does to a cer-
tain extent deal with the question from a
local point of view, and will have an im-
mediate effect, particularly if the people
develop parochialism, or patriotism, call it
what we please, that will induece them to
accord preference to articles grown or
manufactured in Western Australia. If that
is not done, then Western Australia will
continue on as in the past. We import
from the Eastern States goods valued at
about £10,000,000 per annum. Many of the
lines imported could be manufgetured in this
State, and would be manufactured if every-
one demanded local goods. As a means
towards that end, there has been formed
what is known as the Western Australian
Products League, the objeet of which is to
stimulate primary and secondary produe-
tion. In addition to advertisements in the
Press, much has been dome to direet atten-
tion to what is manufactured in Western
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Australia. Then there will be the necessity
for a certain amount of organising, and the
league has asked the Government to assist
in that direetion. I am sure the Govern-
ment will assist the league in the work of
orgenising various forces that afford a field
for operations. We shall have to advertise
our goods widely, and that in itself will
need a certain amount of organising. All
those forces that should be effective must be
harnessed and utilised in order that the
doctrine may be promulgated. I do not
know of any organisation in Western Aus-
tralia that should not be interested in this
topie, nor do I know of any business that
should not be anxious to promote the manu-
facture and sale of Western Australian
pgoods. The task of advertising and organ-
ising such a scheme should be shared by
the Government, local governing bodies and
all organisations having any sphere of in-
fiuzence at all.  The Chief Seeretary has
agreed that the league may approach the
Education Department in furtherance of
its objects. Good work could be done in
our sehools. The doctrine of using locally-
manufactured goods is eminently suitable for
inclusion in our school currienlum. Young-
sters who are at school to-day fOtting them-
selves for some vocation in life, should be
interested in a movement that seeks to pro-
vide voeations for them.

The Minister for Lands: Not only that;
most of them do the shopping as well.

Mr. MILLINGTON: The Government
have granted assistance to that extent so
far. In addition, the league approached the
aunual conference of school teachers. 1 do
not know of any body of men having a wider
influence than the teachers, not only in the
schools, but as citizens in the various cen-
fres where they are stationed. We all know
that a school teacher is a social foree, nnd
has & good dezl to do with the moulding of
public opinion. I understand that the Min-
ister who has been given control of the De-
partment of Industries, is prepared to make
available the services of an officer to assist
in orgapising the various forces throughout
the State, including trading associations,
Government bodies, public bodies, ¢co-opera-
tive organisations and many others. By that
means we shall be able to secure the co-op-
eration of zll the people. Apart from these
aspects, those that we really require, and
who will really count, are the buyers, who
are mostly women. They will be infiuenced
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by the tfact that uot only are there so many
goemployed at present, hut the spectre of
additional unemployment will ever be pres-
ent. Women must surely realise that unless
industry can be stimulated in Western Auns-
tralia nnemplovient must extend. Although
in former days litile interest was taken in
the objective of the league, the desperate
¢ouditions that obtain now must force peo-
ple to agree to some sacrifices so that in-
dustry may be stimulated. It buyers would
insist upon Western Australian articles he-
ing supplied, traderr would very soon fall
into line and theu, instead of Western Aus-
tralian goods being last on the list, they
would be aeccorded preference. That is the
doctrine that has to be preached throughout
Western Australin. The primary industries
are also assoviated with this scheme. In
days gone by, efforts made to utilise our bi-
products invariably met with ill-suecess, We
found it impossible successfully to estab-
lish factories in Western Australia.  That
was primarily because they could not com-
pete against dumping  from the Xastern
States. I revard domping as a normal con-
dition following upon the suceessful estab-
lishment of an industry. 1t means that it
piays manufzelurers in the Kastern States
to overproduce so as to keep their organisa-
tion going, and, in those circnmstances, they
lovk around for some bhackward State in
which they can dispose of their snrplus
goods.

The Attorney-Cieneral: Are we not dump-
ing, ourselves!

Mr. MILLINGTON: We had a jam fae-
fory in Western Anstralia, hut the elfeet of
dumping from the Kast was that the face-
tury went oul of existence,

The Attornev-General: DBul are we not
dumping our dried fruits?

Mr. MILLINGTON: 1 do not know that
we are. T know that at one time efforts were
made to dump dried frenits into Australia,
ami the industry had to he highly vrotected
in order to prevent that being done, I am
spenking, however, regarding our competi-
tion  with the HKastern States. Tt is
our buwsiness to look after the interests
of owr own State, and we can trust
Vietoriz and other Statex to look  after
them=elvi~.  Ro far a< I am aware- 1 am
subjeet  to correetion - the  Tederal anti-
duinping laws, or regulations, are ineffec-
tive and futile. Kven so, it wounld still he po<-
sihle. should the people of Western Austra-
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liv be sulliviently determined und vealise the
position, successtully to establish industries
it the State that failed in the past. That
would he of advantage to our primary in-
dustries  bevause  assoviated  hi-products
would have an outlet in our tactories. That
cannot he done nnless the buvers insist on
giving preferenve to our locally-manufae-
tured gouds, TFirst of all, we must have a
definition of what dumping really is. I
showdd =ay that dumping arises when any
arficle is »old in Western Australin at less
thun the price charged in the Siate of origin.
We are perfectly justified in those eireum-
=tances in saving that Western Australia has
been used by Jastern muanufacturers as a
dumping grouml. But shoull our people
wive preference to our own vommodities, we
will not then depend upon & law that is in-
effective, but upon the effective law of self-
preservation,  TUnleas Western Aunstralians
are prepared to adopt that attitude, there is
na possible hope of huilding up new induos-
tries and those that we have will inevitably
go to the wall. T hud not intended speaking
this evening, particularly at this late hour,
had it not been tor iy desire to deal with a
fquestion that T regard as of particular im-
portance. We hear u lot abont our disabili-
ties. We may continue to do so; we may
¢o cap in hand to the Federal Government
and ask that the Fastern States shall do this
or that; we may even contend that our diffi-
culties would be overevme it we were sep-
arated from the Bastern States. After all
that is done, v people will still have to
depend upon our own primary and second-
ary industries; amd il we cannot develop
them, we will have to adwmit to failure. I
contend, therefore. that the important
thing is that our people shall foster their
own industries, that they shall earry them on
along modern lines and take advantage of
modern principles of organization and seience
in the conduet of those industries. That is
the job betore ns. People can talk as mueh
as they ltke but the onlvy wav out of our
diffienlties ix by work. We cunnot talk our-
selves out ol onr present position. It there
15 & proper spirit of co-operation evidenced
hy the people of Western Australia then
the natural advantnges that Western Aus-
tralin provides in respect to muny industres
will leave no donbt as< to the hrightness of
our future. We «hall not achieve that end,
however, merely by drawing attention to the
dizabilities from which we suffer, by stross.



[11 Sepremeer, 1930.]

ing our mauy disadvantages, and so on. We
can compete with industry in the Eastern
States if our people will see to it that they
accord preference to our local products. The
position to-day is sufliciently desperate to
warrant us in demanding that the people
shall do this in their own interests. If we
can attain that objective, we shall have ad-
vaneed a long way towards restoring pros-
perity. If we cannot do sc, then Western
Australia will continue to suffer as she has
in the past, but to a greater degree. That
is my reason for continning the debate at
this late hour. I have not touched on many
questions that have been discussed. Finally
1 say that the smalvation of the people of
Western Australia lies in cartying on our
primary industries with due regard to mod-
ern conditions and developments, and in fos-
tering our seeondary industries by the adop-
tion of methods I have suggested. Encour-
agement i3 necessary by means of preference
extended to locally-manufactured goods by
our own people. If that is done, there is
indeed a bright prospeet ahead of Western
Australia. Tf that is not dome, I know of
no other means by which we ean recover
our forimer prosperity and faee the keen
competition that exists to-day,

MR. CORBOY (Yilgarn- Obolgardle)
[9.28]: May I join with other members in
offering you, S8ir, my sincere congratula-
tions upon your elevation to the high and
honourable office of Speaker of this House.
I bave no doubt that during the next three
years:

Mr. Kenneally: Not so long.

Mr. CORBOY : Then during the tiwe that
you occupy that position, Mr. Speaker, no
doubt we shall have the same harmonious
relations existing as before between hon.
members, and shall have the beneft of your
guiding influence.

The Minister for Works:
three years?

Mr. CORBOY: The member for East
Perth (Mr. Kenneally) told. me it would
not be for so long a period, and I hope he
is right. T do not mean fo say, Mr. Speaker,
that I do not desire you to ocenpy that posi-
tion, and to see you out of the Chair.
I meant T would like to see the Government
out of office. At this stage of the debate,
T do not wisb to speak at any great length,
and shall touech upon one or two subjeets
only. Undoubtedly the burning question to-
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day, which is exerecising the minds of every-
one who thinks seriously of the welfare of
the State, is the financial position and the
so-called depression that has inevitably fol-
lowed in the wake of the restrictions placed
upon our eredit. There is no donbt the
depression exists. We have had statements,
starting off some time ago, shall 1 say
with a sort of half-warnings, and gradually
warming up to the stage where we have
some blunt speaking, particularly from over-
seas visifors. And it is advisable that we
should all take some cognisance of the fact
that we are facing a very difficult position,
and try to effect some remedy for that
position. Not only is there no doubt that
a depression exigts, and that oar crelit
ove.seas is resiricted. but may I say thai
possibly we shall find that the Government
will be further handicapped in directions
over which we have practieally no zontrol.
Tor instance, it is quite possible thai ur-
ing the eurrent financial year, as the result
of the depression, trade will he restrieted
to such an extent that the Government will
find their revenues, particularly from in-
come tax, materially reduced. So, while we
have to face the position financially from
overseas, we may also lind that we bave an
extremely diffieult position in Tegard to ouww
ordinary revenues at home. Only to-day
I was discussing the position with the man-
nging director of one of the biggest busi-
nesses in Western Australia. He said that,
so far as he could judge, his company would
have to pay no income tax whatever this
year. that the only way to effect a learance
of their stocks would be to sell them oif
at cost, or even less. Aud that is a firm
which has materially contributed to the in-
come tax revenues of this State. Now if
seems likely there will be no revenue what-
ever from them this year. So that sort of
thing may prove to be a material factor in
the finanecs of the State. T mention it in
passing merely to show that we may find
other difliculties acerning as we go on. I
do not for a moment desire to vepeat the
depressing style of talk which has been ir
evidenee for some few weeks amongst many
of the leading men of this country, for T
have come to the conclusion from the
one or two personal experiences 1 have
had that all this contthual talk, this
depressing  talk of  depression, is
having a very harmful effeet indeed on the
employment of the people of thi: coumtry.
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Let me quote a little instance to show what
is happening. I know a man whe intended
to make certain additions to his private re-
sidence. He went to the length of having
plans drawn and tenders called. ‘The low-
est tender received was for £340. In the
meantime there came all this talk of depres-
sion and financial chaos and breakdown. The
result was that man, who could well afford
to earry out those additions, decided not to
go on with them, and so the equivalent of
at least six months’ employment for one man
was taken away, The would-be employer
was scared out of supplying that employ-
meni by the talk that bas been going on.
Whilst we should all realise the position and
do our utmost to provide a remedy for it,
I do not think we are accomplishing any-
thing except an aggravation of the position
by continually crying stinking tish. There
is no doubt the little illustration I have
quoted is merely a straw showing which way
the wind is blowing. There is, as the result
of over-indulgence in talk of that sort, a
restriction in the avenues of employment
for our people. That statement brings up
the question of unemployment. I am not
anxious to belabour the Governmeni with the
whip for their statements at the hustings. In
my opinion the existing position 1s serious
enocugh to warrant dropping anything in
the nature of carping criticism. But the
point is that during the elections the Leader
of the Government, backed up by ¢ major-
ity of his supporters—I did not hear one
of them dissociate himself from his Leader’s
statements, although they all realised even
then that he was wrong and could not carry
out his promises—assured the people of
the country that they could and would ab-
sorb the whole of the unemployed within a
fortnight of assuming office. Considerably
more than a fortnight has elapsed sinece they
assumed office, yet unemployment has not
been abolished by the advent of thc Govern-
ment. What are the intentions of the Gov-
ernment? Do thy propose to abelish un-
employment by redueing the standard of
living to such an cxtent that they will be
able to employ two men where they are em-
ploying one to-day? Is that tho intention
of the Government? Are their proposals
such that for the same money expended on
public works, on the construction of railways,
on the building of roads or other public aec-
tivities—is it their intention so to reduce the
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standard of the workers of this conntry that
they will be able to employ the unemployed
for the same cost as is involved in the em-
ployment of the men at present working?
It is important that we should know it. The
Government would be doing what is merely
their duty if they were honest and explained
to the country what their intentions are in
that regard. There has been nothing added
to the Premier’s statement that he would
absorb all the unemployed on taking office.
He has made no subsequent statemnent to in-
dicate to us how he intends to absorb them
in view of the conditions which he found
to exist when he assnmed office, and which
he says he did not previously think existed.
[t is important that we should bave some
statement in that regard. So I say that to
some extent at any rate what we want from
the Government is a leader who will at least
take the people into his confidence. Might
I digress—and I think it is the first time
during the whole period I have been in this
Parliament that T have referred 1o any war
experience ¢f my own—might I digress to
the extent of explaining what buppened in
that regard during the time I was serving
at the Front? Some of my friends on the
Government side of the House can bear out
what I am going to say. For the first por-
tion of the war it was the poliey of the High
Command to keep everybody they possibly
could in ignorance of whas their chjectives
were, what their plans were, except as to
the particular little thing one had to do
himself. Things were not going very suc-
cessfully, and suddenly that poliey was
changed to one under which everybody, down
to the very privates in the ranks, had thor-
oughly explained to him what the High Com-
mand’s objectives were, and whai was exz-
peeted of each. Even although that explana-
tion involved telling him that it meant almost
certain death, he was told. The result was
eminently successfvl, and everybody carried
out his duties with enthusiasm. In this
country at the present time it wounld he
worth while trying the experiment of tak-
ing the people into the confidence of the
Government and telling them exactly bow
serious the position is, so ensuring the wil-
ling co-operation of every individual in the
community. Such an experiment would be
well worth trying. If one may read be-
tween the lines, the rank and file members
of Parliament have not been taken into the
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confidenee of the (Giovernments of Australia
in this matter, We are not told anything
at all abont it, as the member for Hannans
remarks. That is the only conclnsion a
floor member of the House can come to if
he has suflivient nous to read between the
lines of the statements made. We are almost
told in so many words that it is too dan-
gerous to let ws know just how bad things
are. When they ask us for sacrifice, and
urk the people of the State for saerifice to
get the country out of a difficulty at least
the people are entitled to know what the
saerifices are for. If the Government are
sincere in saying it is necessary for all to
make sacrifices, that it is necessary to have
the co-operation of everyone, then at least
cveryone should be told why. TUp to date
that has not been done. We are as good as
told that we have had only a hint as to how
serions the position is. I say let us be ¢an-
did and honest one with the other. T sin-
cerely hope, whether or not it comes from a
member of the present Government, that if
the position is as hinted, someone will arise
strong enough and honest enough to tell the
people candidly exactly how things ave. Tt
is of no use admitting that the position is
bad: it is no good saying we helieve the
statements that have been made, that Auns-
tralia is passing through a erisis equally as
bad as that which resulted in whet is known
as the Victorin land hoom and buwst: if
is no good admitting that unless we have
some suggestion or thoughts on how to
remedy it. Bo far as one can judge from
the actions of Governinents eonsisting of
parties similar to those composing this Gov-
ernment, and so far as one can judge from
the actions of this Government to-day out-
side of Parliament, their actions in going to
the Avbitration Court, and their administra-
tive capacity in the Railway Departinent
and elsewhere, they have been stampeded
by the newspapers and employers of this
country into adopting the good old conser-
vative remedy of lowering the standard of
living of the workers of the State.  That
appears to be the only solution of the posi-
tion in the minds of the:Government and of
similar Governments elsewhere in Australia.
It 'is somewhat amusing to notice the daily
reference in the leading article eolumns of
the “West Anstralian’ to the desirahility of
reducing the salaries of members of Parlia-
ment annd, through that means of course,
eventnally lowering the standard of all wage
earners in this country: while that paper
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itself still mainfains the advertising rates
and the snbseription rates that were imposed
in war time owing to the high cost of news
print. There has been no attempt on the
part of that newspaper to revert to pre-war
prices or anything like them. Yet we have
its daily lecture to this Government that they
must effeet reductions, starting with mem-
bers of Iarliament and working down
throngli the body politic.

Mr. Munsie: And it is paying a 1215 per
cent. dividend each half-year.

The Minister for Works: What! 25 per
cent. per annum?

Mr. Munsie: Yes,

Member: “The Worker” cannot pay that.

My, CORBOY: Which merely proves
that “The Worker” is honest.

The Minister for Railways: It is not. I
happen to be a shareholder, vet I have never
had a balance sheet.

Mr. CORBOY: Perlhaps your shares have
been forfeited for the non-payment of calls,
or something of the sort. Perhaps the
people associated with the “Worker” have
lost track of the bon. member's whereabouts
during the last few years. He has shifted
his place of residence politieally so fre-
quently that it is quite possible they have
lost track of him.

The Minister for Railways: I am the
hest subject the “Worker” has got.. T should
receive a commission on its sales.

Mr. CORBOY: If one can judge from
the actions of the (lovernment particularly
outside the House, they undoubtedly have
an evident desire to adopt that good old
conservative remedy of lowering the stand-
ard of living of the workers. That is to be
the only solution. 1 say the workers are
quite justified in kicking while other things
remain untouched. 1f the people were taken
into the eonfidence of the Government and
told the real peosition and could be shown
that sacrifices were necessary, I have no
doubt whatever they would be willing to
make those saerifices. So far that has not
been done, and we cannot expect the work-
ers tamely to submit to a reduction of the
standard of living for themselves and their
families while the State continues to permit
luxuries to be indulged in.

Mr. Angelo: Do you think the shearers
are aware that the pastoralists are getting
onty half of what they got formerly?

Mr. CORBOY: When wool was high the
shearers did not get a eut out of it, bot in
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the first year of low prices the pastoralist
is squealing.

Mr. Angelo: In the fivst year?

Mr, CORBOY: The first year.

My, Angelo: I am afraid you are behind
the times. He did not get too much last
year,

Mr. CORBOY: And he did not show too
inuch of a loss either.

Mr. Angelo: And it was on what he got
last year that the court reduced the rate.

Mr, CORBOY: The pastoralist’s claim
for consideration will not bear too mueh
examination when one considers the habits of
the majority in expending their profits.

The Minister for Railways interjected.

Mr, CORBOY: To some extent it is an
instance of living in glass houses, but the
pastoralist is one of the most fortunate of
all sections of the community and should
have been one of the last to squeal. The
people of this State, after all, are like a
household. We have so much income and
we have to live on it or ge into debt. We
are told that for years past we have been
going into debt rapidly and that in future
we lhave to live within our income. That
may be true. It may be wise that we should
live within our income. Let us assume that
as & family we have been receiving an in-
come of £4 10s. and living at the rate of
£5 10s. We have to cut out lhe extra £]
of expenditure that we have been borrowing
in the past. Before we attempt to touch the
breakfast table, we should eut out lusuries.
No attempt is being made to do that. I
admit that a majority of what we term
the luxuries of the people are noi con-
trolled by the State Parliament, bui some
of them are. So far as T ean see, lliere is

no attempt on the part of the Government-

to interfere with the Tnxurv side of our
existence, because possibly it represents to
a great extent vested interests.

The Minister for Lands: Give us a chance.

Mr. CORBOY: T am willing to zive the
Minister a chanece.

Mr. Angelo:
luxuries?

Mr. CORBOY: T intend to mention some
of them. The hon. member dees not look
as if he has missed many of them.

Mr. Angelo: T gzet only the necessities.

Mr. CORBOY: Apparently the necessi-
ties do the hon. member as mueh good as
the luxuries wonld do me.

Mr. Angelo: T am prepared to wake a
sacrifice.

What do von mean by
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Mr. CORBOY: I do not know (hat the
hon. member would be very seriously
affected. Before we touch the breakfast
tables of the workers we should deal with
the wasteful expenditure that continues week
after week and is not essential to the pro-
ductive life of the comunity.

Mr. Angelo: Teli us what it is.

AMr. CORBOY: [Racing is one of the
luxuries. 1 shall probably be called a wow-
ser for wentioning it, but in Australia we
are maintaining a huge army of men who
vear in and year out live on racing. Their
vnole lime is devoted to watching the rae-
ing of lLiorses to see which wilt get past the
pnst first,

Mr. Angelo: Who goes to the races most,
those vou call capitalists or others?

Mr. CORBOY: The majority of a racing
erowd are probably wage-earners,

Mr. Willeock: I do not think so.
enntiot have heen there lately.

Mr. CORBOY : I do not go fo races once
in 12 months.

Mr. Hegney: The best of society go to
the tnces.

Mr. CORBOY:
workers.

The Minister for Railways: Yon have be-
come a killjoy, have you not?

Mr. CORBOY: Not at all. The Minister
knows me well enough ta refrain from
nccusing me of that.

Mr. Angelo: 1 agree that racinz is a
luxury, but you say members on this side
are keeping it going.

Mr. CORBOY: I do not say that, but
T suggest it is ope hixury over which the
State (Government have control, While T
do not sugeest the abolition of racing—I
have no desire to deny the people a reason-
able amount of legitimate pleasure—surely
in a perind of stress such as this there
shonld be some curtnilment of soch luxur-
jes. As I have =aid, a majornty of the
lnxuries are not controlled by the State
Government.

The Minister for Railways: You will not
eut out bowls, will you? Tt is the only
strenunous game 1 have ever engaged in.

Mr. Angelo: That is an old man’s game.

Mr, CORBOY: If the Minister had taken
to aolf he would never have learnt the last
hole on the course. There must be an im-
mense drain on fhe eountry in providing
the profits on the enormous sums invested
in the motion pictnre indastry from Ameriea.
In Perth duvine the last few vears con=ider-

You

I agree: 1 said the
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able sums have been expended on ftwo
theatres, at any rate, controlled by Ameriean
interests. Week after week fhere is a con-
tinual drain, running into figures thal are as-
tounding, for the production of American
films. Oune film that ran for five weeks a few
months ago eontributed no less than £600 a
week rent to the American company that pro-
duced it. In other words, £100 a day went
out of Perth for vent for one pieture pro-
duced by an Anerican company. That gives
some iden of what a drain pictures must be
on Australia. In my opinion the country
is overstocked with motor cars used purely
for pleasure. I have no objection whatever
to the motor vehicle uxed as an up-to-date
means of transport For legitimate business.
1t has becone absolnfely essential to the efli-
cient carryving on of business. That applies
to motor lorries as well as to motor cars. In
Australia, however, there is an immense num-
her of motor vehicles maintained purely for
plessure. The original purchase cost, until
recently af any rate, invariably went out of
Australia, and once a car is puorchased it
becomes a continual drain on the owner for
the purchase of the necessary petrol, oils.
ete., to keep it running. There are many
other luxuries one could mention.

Mr. Angelo: Motors make a tremendous
amount of emplovment for garage people.

Mr. CORBOY': The people employed in
the industry eould be munch better employed
if the money devoted to the purehase of
motors were nsed for the establishment of
factories in order to produce our own re-
quirements here,

Mr. Angelo: T agree with that.

The Minister for Railwayvs: And then you
get advoeates of the use of buses and taxis
whieh use imported material and run in com-
petition with the railways which vse loeal
material,

Hon. P. Collter: We have “jov-rided” our-
selves hy motor cars into this trouble largely.

Mr. CORBOY: T do net suggest that by
any means,

“Hon. P, Collier: Tt is a fact; we arve motor
ear mad.

Mr. Angelo: We are “internally eombus-
ted.”

The Minister for Railways: You speak for
vonrself,

Mr. CORBOY : If we ean believe what we
are told ahout Australia’s present nosition,
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it is po credit to the vountry that we are
the third highest owners of motors in rie
world. There, at any rate, we are encourag-
ing and enjoying a luxury. There ave other
phases | should like to foueh on to show the
trend of iy thoughts. There are many com-
panies in the Commonwealth whose opeta-
tions have a material henring on the well-
being of tvery membes of Lhe eonnnunity.
Shipping companies are ecarrying produce
trom one State to the other. Their charges
tor earryiug sugar from Queensland affeet
every member of the community. We are told
that many companies, shipping and other —
[ do not wisl to specify shipping companies
partienlarly—are having a bad time because
they can pay only four, five or six per cent.
dividends, and have been able to pay only
five or six per cent. during the last year or
two,

The Miuister for Lands: 'That is more
than the State service is paying.

Mr. CORBOY: Prohably it is, but the
privately-owned ships wounld not provide the
serviee fu the North-West and South coaszts
that the State ships do at anything like the
same cost. What the State is losing on its
shipping serviee——

Me. Angelo: [t is not losing now.

Ay, CORBOY : Assmuiayg that it is losing,
we are gaining by reasen of the maintenance
of production in these parts of the Sfate
served by its ships. T am not very sympu-
thetie with the member for Gasroyne, heeause
he in common with various other members of
the TTouse will condemn State trading con-
cerns excepting the one that happens to affect
his own litile hamlet. That one must not Le
touched. .

Mr. Angelo: It is not n trading concern.

Hon. P. Coilier: Ships are a trading nti!-
ity.

Mz, Angelo: No, a developmental utility.

Mr. CORROY: Some eight vears ago [
remember the then member for Sussex in-
dulging in a two hours denunciation of State
trading eoncerns, and then he wonnd up with
a plea for the extension of the State butter
factory at Busselton. We were asked io
aholish all the other State trading concerns
but to keep the butter factory at Busselton
going. That has been the attitude of mem-
hers apposite to the question of State trad-
ing concerns.  Wipe out the lot exeept the
one that affects the individual's awn little
distriet,
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The Attorney General: Do not generalise
too much,

Hon. P. Collier: There are one or two of
thern who are whole-hearted anount the mat-
ter.

Mr. CORBOY: Only one or two are in
that condition.

The Minister for Railways: There do not
happen to be any in their electorates.

Hon. P. Collier: No.

Mr. CORBOY : While the apparent divi-
dends of many of these companies may be
small, acturlly they are large. YFor a long
peviod thev have had prosperous vears. In
order (o refrain from disclosing the profits
they have varned, and the dividands they
could pay, they have resorted to the prac-
tice of watering their stock. In some in-
stances the stock has been watercd by hund-
dreds per cent.,, and the dividends of from
4 per cent. to § per cent. are paid on the
watered stoek as well as ou the oviginal sub-
seribed capital. We cannot expect those of
the working people who think fo swallow
without a protest a reduetion in ibe stand-
ard of living, whilsi we make no attempt
to remedy the luxurious side of our national
exigtence, or to deal with people who are
paving dividends on watered stock. It is
grossly unfair to expect the workers to ae-
cept a lower standard of living in the cir-
comstances. Apparently the Government
have no other thought in mind thaa to lower
the standard of living to enable them to ab-
sorb more men on (Government work at the
same costs they are now incwrring Be-
fore sitting down 1 wish to make a special
plea to the Government. 1 want them to
give every consideration to the man on whom
a considerable portion of this burden will
fall. T rvefer to the man outback, to whom
the Government has already shown a willing-
ness to extend some consideration. I would
include those who are engaged in
wheat growing, mining, or fny other primary
industry. They should have reasopable con-
sideration in the distribution of such funds
as are available. A few days age I had
the pleasnre, as a seitler in the bush, of
meeting the Minister for Lands in my pn-
vate capacity rather than as a feilow-mem
ber of his in this Chamber. 1t was encour-
aging to know he had token the opportunity
to get ont as early as pussible tv those Adis-
tant places and see what we were doing. §
plead with the Government o do their ut
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most to provide essentials for those who are
pioneering the country, either by growing
wheat or looking for gold on the fislds. On¢
vould place under three or tour headings the
absolute essentials. One o these is water
May I remind the Government, az I haw
reminded previous Governments, thal an ex
tension of the goldtields water scheme intc
uy electorate in particular is loug overdue
The settlers are greatly bhandiecapued, as the
Minister knows, by the fuet that they haw
long passed the stape wheu they can earrs
stock, und yet they cvannot do so because of
the lack of water. They have been disconr
aged from providing their own water sup
plies by the belief that the Government woul
in the near future extend the goldfields mair
to their properties. Such an extension i
a 1nuch sounder proposition than the con
struction of a nwnber of small dems. The;
have also been diseouraged from spending
agricuttural money in providing their owr
water tacilities becanse of the prolability of
this extension being made. This posilin
has lasted for eight yesrs, and has been :
great handicap to the development of th
distriet. | would also appeal for a lLitth
wore vo-vperation between Goverument De
partments in dealing with these questions
At Durack, in wmy electorate, a bhir Govern
ment dam was put down at consideruble cost
The settlers within a 20-inile radius wer
rated at amoonts ranging from 10d. pe
acre, for those who were living cluse by, ti
2d, an acre for those who were on the out
side fringe. The settlers were nolified tha
the dam belonged to the Railway Department
This department reserves the right to refus
water al any time. In the middle of suam
mer when private supplies have failed th
department will be able to say £> those wh
have paid the rate of 10d an aere, “W
want to econserve this waler for locomotiv
purposes, and you cannot have it” If th
dam belongs to the Railway Deparument, an
the officials can be the arbiters to say whethe
the water can be used or not, it is grossl;
unfair to infliet this rate upon the settler:
1t shows there it not the co-ordination be
Iween departments that onght to exist. I
is essentinl that somethine shou'd alse b
done for some of our roads. Mas 1 tak
thig opportunity of telling yvou, Mr Speakes
that my statement to the Minister for Land
at Lake King the other day has come true
The railway crossing at Lake King wa
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completed last Saturday, but immediately
after we had 41 points of rain and the road
was washed away by Sunday morning. T
told yon, sir, at the time that the authorities
were not making a real road of if.

Mr. Kenneally: It is a case of perpetual
motion.

Mr. CORBOY : It iooks iike thar.

Mr. Raphael: Another examrple of the
Main Roads Board’s operations.

Mr. CORBOY: Au interjection like that
is all right except that (he hon. member does
not nnderstand the position up there.

Mr. Raphael: I understand how a great
many roads have heen made at a eost of
thousands of pounds.

Mr. CORBOY: If the hon. member saw
the difficulties the engineers have had to
eontend with, he would have a better appre-
ciation of all that has been attemypted.

Mr. Raphael: TIs it anything like the
Prinee’s Highway on the road to Mandursh?

Mr. CORBOY : Something will have to be
done in this matter. I know that you, Mr.
Speaker, are well acquainted with it, as is
the Minister. It is a very important ques-
tion to the settlers in a locality of that kind.
They live many miles from a raiiway, more
than double the distanec they skould be
called upon to carl their produce, and they
should at lesst have roads fit to carry
it. T appeul to the Government to give
earnest consideration to the provision of bet-
ter feeder roads, especially for those who are
a long way from the railway. It s also time
something like a decent road througl: to Kal-
poorlie was constructed. The fiest half of
the work to Merredin has been almost com-
pleted. I am nof asking that anylhing very
special should be done.

Mr. Angelo: Ts that & road running paral-
lel o the railway?

The Minister for Railways: It should go
to Carnarvon first, and then come back
again.

Mr. CORBOY : Tt is an essential road, one
of the main arteries of the State. I would
sngmest to the I’remier that instead of con-
structing anything like a Prinee’s Highway,
the Main Roads Board should gazette those
particular distances of the road that it is
necessary to fix up as a main road., That
is, where there exists a patch of, say, five
chains—as one finds, for instance, al Wal-
';g-oolan——bqside the siding badly chopped up
through wheat carting and so forth, those five
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chains should be gazetted a main road and
fixeel np by the Main Roads Board. Then
the road would be practieable from one end
to the other. In order to give access, it is
necessary that some money should be spent
on that road between Coolgardie and Kal-
goorlie. This section is in a shocking state,
and the railway is not available in any large
measure to those peeple, who are praetically
suburban residents of the metropolis of Kal-
goorlie. Some consideration should be given
there. [ connection with railway facilities,
too—a matier of great importance to the
man ot back—I hope that during the pres-
ent session the Government will find it con-
venient to anthorise the eonstruetion of the
railway which is reqnired from Southern
Cross southwards in order to serve the set-
tlers placed on the dusted miners’ area, and
other settlers to the south of Southern Cross.
Those people have done extremely good
work. They have played the game. Now that
they bave reached the stage of active pro-
duction, they cannot carry on economically
unless they are given proper railway faeili-
ties. I hope that subject will be given earn-
est consideration by the Government during
the present session. As regards mining,
tou, it is diflicult to know just how far the
State can go. We all felt it a blow when the
Prime Minister announced that he was un-
able, for the present at any rate, to counten-
ance any form of bonus on the production
of gold.

The Minister for Railways:
Minister did not say that.

Mr. CORBOY: I understood he did. At
any rate, the industry is one whieh in our
present situation wonld be materially helpful
it only it were flourishing. Unfortunately it
i not quite so flourishing as we should like
to see it. 1 give the Minister for Mines
eredit for heing anxious to do the best he
can, hat 1 do ask him to be especially press-
ing on the Treasurer in behalf of goldmin-
ing, Means arve available to the Govern-
ment of assisting in that direction which are
ot available to the private individual, or
not normally available to him. A more
aetive poliey of boring, deep horing partic-
ularly, might be pursued in testing some of
the fields which were not worked out but
were overshadowed hy other fields more
prominent af the time, and which have since
proved not profitable to work, so far as is
known at any rate, heeause of high costs.

The Prime
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Deep boring would test those flelds out thor-
oughly, and =how whether it would pay to
open them up, I suggest that the Minister
for Mines should do his best to secure from
the Treasury as much money as possible for
ihat purpose. Undoubtedly, if we can effeet
the revival of even one reasonably decent
field in the goldnining areas, it will have a
material effect ont the well-being of the whole
community of Westerm Awustralia, In the
old Yilgarn or Southern Croxs area, as dis-
tinguished from the Coolgardie area, little
real work lias ever been done, because just
when Yilgarn might have got its opportunity
tlirouzh the introduction of British capital,
the Golden Mile was discovered and natur-
ally qyuite overshadowed those other smaller
fields, with the result that capital was not
available for their proper development. But
I am satisfied—and so are most of the old
mining men wilh whom one talks, men of
experience-—that there is a great deal of
wealth still to be won from the ground in
those field, 1 appeal to the Minister to do
everything possible, so far as the Govewn-
ment are cencerned, towards thoroughly test-
ing out those fields and, if possible, showing
private enterprise where it ean invest money
with a reasonable chance of payable returns.
Also I would appeal to the Minister to con-
tinue te do everything possible to foster
prospeeting. It would be a godsend to this
country it a really good field were discov-
ered. Assistance to prospectors, particularly
the old prospectors who have been on the
goldtields for many years, represents money
well invested. Indeed, what the Governinent
give to the prospector to-day is not much—
a few shillings per week for stores over three
or sizx months. After that it is usually found
that the Government cannot carry him
any  longer. Unfortunately  we  hiave
had  the oxperience vecently of  the
money  aveilable for assistanee to pros-
pretors  giving  out  before the end of
the financial vear, owing tu the faet that
the Mines Department, under the late Min-
ister, were adwministering the assistance as
sympathetically to the prospector. The
amonnt pranted for the purpose is not
large, and 1 do hope that during the ecur-
rent 12 months the Treasurer will not find
it necessary at any stage of the period tfc
cut out assistance to prospectors.

The Premier: T umn prospecting for money
to assist this other prospecting.
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Mr. CORBOY: I yuite realise the Treas-
urer's dillieulty, but I do suggest that this
is o small item for which perhaps money
could be found even if it could not be
found for big items. JMoveover it is a good
investment, because if by lueky chance n
reasonably decent field should be discovered,
the benetit to the State would be inunense,
While on that subject, may 1 take the oppor-
tamity of  a  passing  word with the
Alinister to  seeure some co-ordination
between Goverument depurtments. Re-
cently 1 had to fix wp a case where
the Jlines Department hod  granted
the necessary assistance te two old pros-
pectors to go out into an area of country
which they knew pretty well, in which they
knew where to look for gold. Thewe two
chaps, perfectly legitimate prospectors,
after securing their assistance from the
State, found the ntmeost difiieulty in getting
out of Perth becanse the Labour Bureau
would not give them the necessary rail war-
vants. They had obtained the necessary as-
sistance from the Mines Department, and it
was merely a matter of £3 in the way of
railway tickets to enable them to use the
tucker thev were getting from the Mines
Department. T had a gond deal of difti-
culty in obtaining for them the nceessary
rail warrants. I have nothing further to
say on parochial matters, except that I amn
fortunate in being able to give the Premier
and the House the assurance that the sea-
son, so far as the Yilgarn wheat growers
are concerned, is apparently assured. They
lock like at least repeating, if not better-
ing, their wonderful record of 1927. They
then established a State record of 18 lushels
average for 06,000 acres of crop. This
year the crops vertainly look better ihan
they did in 1927. I am hoperul, in fact I
am sure, that the Yilgarn wheat growers
will be able tv return o yield at least equal
to that obtained in 1927. Unfortunately
the iniervening years have been bad, aud it
will necd this good season to pax up the
debts of the settlevs. 'Then they will need
another good season to get something for
themselves, One renson for the espeeially
muod season in the Yiigarn distriel this
vear is the adoption by the Agricultnral
Bank of tle poliey of making advances for
fallow. That distriet was the foundatinn of
the No. 2 Zone as regards the fallowing
poliew, The Yilgarn growers this vear have
definitely shown that fallowing is the right
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poliey. I urge that where the Agricultural
Bank has given u settler advances for
two years’ fallowing and proposes to con-
tinue it no longer, he should be afforded a
third year. It must be borne in mind that
at least 90 per cent. of the Yilgarn settlers
will need this good erop to pay up their
old liabilities, and the policy of fallowing
in that avea in No. 2 Zone shonld not be
allowed to lapse now for the want of the
necessary finance. T am sure that if the
advance is continued in necessitous eases
for fhe third year, there will be no objec-
tion on the settlers’ part to the department
taking a lien over the resultant erops fo
et their money back. Surely to poodness
they will wet Bs. per acre back on the fal-
lowed erops. T do appeal ta the Gov-
ernment to give that matter earnest con-
sideration, because I understand that it is
intended to make the advance only for two
years. 1f it is c¢ontinued for another year,
I am sure it will have a maferial bearing
on the future success of the settlers. Let
me conclude by again appealing to the
Government to take the people of this coun-
try into their confidence I[ully as regards
the diffienlties we are facing, and to realise
that, after all, the workers ot this country
are justified in thinking that the Govern-
ment should not expeet them to acvept u
lower standard of living without taking
them into their confidence and without im-
posing the bhurden elsewhere where it can
be better borne.

MR, MUNSIE (Hannans) [10.20]: Tt is
not my intention to discuss matters gener-
ally, in accordance with the usual custom
on the Address-in-veplv. I recognise that
the most important matter for discussion in
Australia to-day relates to finance and that
can be done more fittingly in a week or two,
when the Budget is under disecussion.

The Premier: Hear, hear!

Mr. MUNSIE: There are two matiers
T wish to deal with. T embrace the present
opportunity as the only one afforded a pri-
vate member to raise complaints on the floor
of the House. There are two complaints I
wizh to ventilate, and both have reference
to one Minister—the Minister for Hailways
and Mines, I am not raising the complaint
without having first of all exhansted every
avenue 1 counld employ to get satisfaction
from the Minister himself, but I have failed
to get it. I helieve economy is necessary in
many direetions, but T claim that if there
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is one avenue respecting which the Govern-
ment should be ehary of effecting a saving,
it is in respect of those unfortunates who
are being debarred from further working in
our mities. I shall not mention any names;
1 have spoken to the Minister regarding the
matter. The Miners’ Phthisis Aet, as it
stands, contains provisions of such a de-
seription that I am convineed the Minister
has vielated that legislation. Section ¢ of
that Aet is definite in setting out that when
a miner 15 prohibited from working on a
mine, it shall be the duty of the department
te pay him the ruling rate of wages pre-
geribed by the Arbitratiion Court award for
the job in respeet of which he was debarred.
That course has heen followed ever sinecc
the Act was proclaimed.

The Minister for Minves: No, it has not.

Mr. MUNSIE: Yes, it has.

The Minister for Mmes: Not at all.

Mr. MUNSIE: I admit the Minister has
been in offiee for three months, but I defy
the Minister to mention one case prior to
his assumption of office as Minister for
Mines, since the Aect was proclaimed, in
which 4 man did not reveive the ruling
rate of wage until such time as a doetor
bad again examined him and certified the
man’s fitness or otherwise for work, There
is no sueh ease that the Minister ean men-
ticn under the regime of any oiber Minister,
except his own. The Act is speeific on the
point and when a doetor has re-examined a
man and declared him fit for light work, it
then becomes the duty of the Government,
and of the Mines Depariment in particular,
to find light work for that individual. If
that cannot he done, the man must be paid
tull wages until such time as they do so.
In most instances that course has been fol-
lowed, until quite reeently. The facts are
these: An individual was certified as able
to do light work. He came to Perth and
approached the ehairman of the Miners'
Phthisis Board snd pleaded with him to
agree that, irrespective of what the doctor
may have said regarding his condition, the
man himself was not sufliciently fit to do
light work. The chairman of the board
rightly told him that he ecould not acecept
such a proposal. The man offered to ac-
cept the half-wages he was entitled to under
the compensation scheme, in aeccordance
with the provisions made for a man de-
clared unfit for work or as totally ineapaci-
tated. The chairman very properly told
him that he ecould not applv those conditions
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and that if the doctor had declared
him fit to do hight work, he would bave to
comply with that decision. There are about
40 of these men engaged at the Zoological
Gardens under the Parks and Gardens
Board or in similar positions. The men
are paid the Arbitration Court award rate
fov the distriet in which they operate. With
regard to the man whose case I am dealing
with, I agree that the board, or the Minister
himself, would be wrong if any attempt
were made to override the decision of the
medieal officer. Finally, a job in the coun-
try was selected for the man at £2 9s. per
week, which is just half the wages he was
receiving formerly when woring on the
mines. That represents a breach of the
Aet. The Government are in duty bound
to pay proper award wages. The man did
not complain about the work he was asked
to do because, in Ffact, there was nothing
to do. The Railway Department had actu-
ally been paving 10s. n week to & loeal
resident to do the job and therefore the man
had nothing whatever to do.

Mr. Marshall: Do you say le was senl
to a job on which he had nothing to do?

Mr. MUNSIE: Exactly. His job was to
bold a key., When the man asked the chair-
man of the board what the job was, the
chairman told him to go to the Railway De-
partment for instructions. He did so and
was told that his duty would be to open and
close two gates at a siding, and to look after
the key used for the purpose of locking up
a small shed at the siding. When settlers
required their goods from the shed, they
had to go te the man for the key, and it
was his duty to see that the settlers took the
goods they required and then to lock up the
shed again. When the man arrived at the
siding, however, he found that there was one
zate only; it had been propped up and had
not bheen shut for over twe years. That is
what the man, who had been paid to do the
work fermerly, was able to inform him, As
to the other gate that was supponsed to be
there, he found there was none, and there
never had heen one.

The Minister for Mines:
put one there.

Mr. Marshall;
anomaly.

Mr. MUNSIE: Yes. The man was sent
there and told he must accept the job, or
reeceive no compensation at all. I do not
care what the job may have been. I am not

Well, we will

That will rectify an
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lighting the case indvidually for this par-
ticular man, but because of the principle at
stake. It means that if this case goes by
the board and the department gets away
with it, and it is legal for that to be done,
and it the depariment can demand that a
man shall take a job ixrespective of what it
may be, compel bim to do the work, be it
what it may, for which he will receive merely
the sustenance rate he is entitled to under
the Act, then what is going to happen to
the 40 odd men we have working for the
Gardens Board to-day, or the 43 men out
prospeeting to-day who are prohibited from
following their ordinary vocation a: miners
because they have heen found to be suffer-
ing from fubereulosis? There is something
wrong again even in the conditions snggested
by the board itself and by the Minister. This
man protested against going up there, but
eventually accepted the post under protest.
He came and saw me. I told him he was
wrong in cndeavouring to get placed as a
totally incapacitated man. [ said “The
board cannot do it, they would be wrong if
they did. If the doctor certifies that you
are able to work you have to accept the
job, irrespective of what the job may be.
The Government are bound to pay you the
basic wage for it.” They sent this man up
there and told him he was to get £2 9s. per
week. He is not even getting that. The
pay he received for the first fortnight was
£4 17s., whereas it should have been £4 18s.
or £2 9s. per week. His second fortnight
started on the 22nd August and ended on
the 4th November. For that fortnight he
got £3 12s. or £1 163, per week.

Hon. P. Collier: That must have been be-
cause there was only one gate io close, in-
stead of two.

Mr. MCUNSIE: Possibly so. I am not
arguing from the point of view of this in-
dividual worker. Any numher of those poor
unfortunates are being pail wages for work
being done at the Zoo or at Crawley or other
places. Certainly they are not capable of
doing a fair day’s work; but while the doc-
tor certifies that they are able to work, there
i8 no question about it they must be paid the
ruling rate of wage. Why pick this indi-
vidual and send him to another job? Yet it
is not singular. I know of cases which I fixed
up while I was in office, or rather the board
fized them up. There are many other cases
on all fours with this, but in every other
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case the board is making up the difference
between the amount paid by the employer
and the basic wage. We have two cases
in Perth; one in which the empioyer had a
job worth only 30s. per week. Was it not
better for the department to say, “We will
accept that 30s., collect if, and make up the
difference between that amount and the basie
wage?’ There are two cases in Perth of
which I know where the employer pays only
30s. per week and the Miners’ Phthisis Board
are finding the balanee, which the Aet says
they are entitled to do. But in this case
the man’s wages have been reduced to £3 12s,
per fortnight. I think it must be a mistake.
‘T do not think it was the intention of the
board to pay anything less than the £2 9s.
per week which that man was sent there to
get.

The Minister for Mines: How long is it
sinee you have known of that.

Mr. MUNSIE: Ounly since last night.

The Minister for Mines: And all to-day
has gone. Tt might have heen reported
earlier.

Mr. MUNSIE: That does not =alter the
case. I do not care whether it is £3 12s, per
fortnight or £4 18s. per fortnight. I am
here to protest as much against the £4 18s,
as against the £3 12s5. Both instances viglate
the spirit and the letter of the Aet. The man
must be paid the ruling rate of wage for
the district.

Mr. Sampson: Did you ask the Minister
for an explanation?

Mr. MUNSIE: Yes, and the only explan-
ation given was that which I outlined at
the beginning of my speech. The chairman
of the board told me the matier was not
finalised. The man was instructed to go to
the railway station next morning, get his
pass, go up country and accept the jab,
which he had to take at £2 9s. per week,
He protested against it. When 1 saw the
chairman of the board he said the matter
had not been finalised. Later that day I
~ had to sce the Minister on another subjeet.
- When we had finished I Lrougkt this case
before him, and he sent for the chairman
of the board to explain exactly what had
happened. The explanation proved to be
just what I have given to members.
The man had asked to be placed on the
compensation half rate and allowed to do
nothing, to go just where he liked. The
reply I got after diseussing il with the
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Minister was that the man was only getting
what he had asked for. I told the Minister
then I thought it would be foolish if he
insisted upon that. Evidently he is insist-
ing upon it, because the reply received
to-day from the chairman of the board,
dated the 5th of this month, rveads as fol-
lows :—

I am in receipt of your letter of the 2ist
ultimo requesting that you be paid the basic
wage of £4 5s. per week for the position of
caretaker at n railway siding, or removed from
the district. In reply I have to inform you
that the matter has been considered hy the
board, and in view of the exceptionally light
nature of the dnties the Board considers the
remuneration you are rceceiving as reasonable
for the work., I am therefore directed by the
Minister to inform you that he regrets yuur
request eannot be aceeded to.

That is forming a precedent in respeet of
payments under the Miners' Phthisiz Aet
which has never heen attempted in this
Siate before. I should he lacking in my
duty if I did not protest when I see the
thin edge of the wedge being inserted. I
recognise that this year there will be a
considerably larger nomber of men pro-
hibited from working on the mines than
those prohibited last year. That being so,
I am only doing what is just in the in-
terests of those men when I profest against
their being treated as this man is being
treated. If this case is going to stand, the
(Government could turn round to-morrow
and simply say to all those working for the
(ardens Board or over at the Zoo—because
the Zoo authorities did pay for a consider-
able time and I believe still are payieg
Gs. per week to these men—the Govern-
ment could turn round and say, “You have
io aceept that job at balf wages. There i
a job for vou. We will collect the Us. and
vou can work at half wages” The Railway
Department are paying 10s. per week to
this man and the Miners’ Phthisis Board
are collecting the 10s. The man is not get-
ting the 10s. which the Railway Department
are paying, the Glovernment are paying him
only £1 16s. I protest against that sort of
thing, and I hope the Minister will he able
to give some satisfastory explanation why
the man is being asked to work for less than
the basic wage when the doctor certified him
fit to do light work.

Mr. Marshall: The basic wage has no-
thing to do with him. It is the ruling rate
of the district.
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- Mr. MUNSIE: The Act requires the pay-
wment of the raling rate of the district until
the doctor certifies that he is no longer able
to follow any occupation, The basie raty
in the district where the man i~ working is
L4 5s. a week, and le is entitled to thar,
even fhough the department he iy suppose!
to work for payvs only 10s. a week for the
job. It is the duty of the phthisis hoard
te make up the difference. The other cas.
affefetz the rvemoval from  the Miners'
Phthisis Bomid of the werkmen's inapector
at Kalgoorlie, 1 knpow the Minister will
sy the removal was not made by him, but
that he aceepted the inspector's resigmation.
1 have a copy of the letter sent by the work.
men’s inspector to the Minister. and a copy
of the letter sent in reply. T wrote to the
Minister on this matter and reccived a veply
that it could not be considered. That is
what T expeeted. There may be somcthing
more in this ease than appears at first sight.
Tt was said that the workmen’s inspertor
was getting £100 a vear for his services on
the board.

The Minister for Mines: Who gave it to
him?

Mr. MUNSIE: The member for Mt. Mag-
net, when Minister for Mines.

The Minister for Mines: M was not a
recommendation of the department: it was
simply a Ministerial act.

Mr. MUNSTIE: Yes, beeause the buard had
to be ereated. The department 1ecom-
mended what the chairman should get. The
Government decided that a publie servant
should be chairman of the houvd, and Mr.
D’Arey was appeinted.  Tn my opinien M
IYArey is not getting a fair deal. He did
not get a fair deal when T was Minister for
Mines or during the termn of my predecessor.
We could not get it for him from the Publie
Service Commissioner. - T did my bhest to
et the Public Serviee Commissioner to re-
lent, but he refused. T still =ay that 1V Avey
iz not getting a fair deal. There is not a
publie servant in the State who is adminis-
tering so large a sum of money as econcomi-
eally as he is doing, and vet the Publie
Rervice (Commissioner point blank refused to
recoghise lits as other than a temporary ap-
pointment.

The Minister for Mines: OF whom arve yon
speaking 7

Mr. MUNSIE: Of Mr. D'Arey, the chair-
man of the hoard. The Government alwn
decided that there should he a nedical man
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on the board, and Dr. Mitchell was ap-
pointed.  Was there anything wrong with
that! To complete the board we recognised
that the wen employed in the chief mining
eentre shonld have vepresentation, and we
acerpted their recommendation of the work-
men's inspector, Mr, Dareey. Tt was arranged
that he should he paid €100 a yvear for his
work., He received a letter on the 2ud of
the month stating that his salary would be
reduced by 30 per cent. from the 1st of the
mouth. That was not tair, and he protested
against il

The Minister for Mines: He did not pro-
test when they started his salary and gave
him notice of it about a wonth afterwards..

Mr., MUNSLE: I am aware of that. 1
bucked up Dareey's protest against the re-
duction and said that, instead of his work
being purely formal, it had doubled since
his appoiutment. When he was first ap-
pointed he had teo interview and take par-
ticulars trom the men withdrawn from the
mihes.  Now, in addition to doing that, he is
responsible for 43 men who are prospecting
whom he has to interview, and in conneetion
with whom he has to attend to the necessary
correspondence, and he is also responsible
lor five men engaged in eradicating Bathurst
burr. Yet it is contended that his work is
now purely formal.

The Attorney Genernl: Has he any other
duties?

Mr. MUNSIE: Yes, he is the workmen’s
inspector.

The Attorney General: Then this is an
extra job?

Mr. MUNSIE: Yes, and he receives extra
remuneration for doing the additional work.

The Attorney (feneral: And the extra re-
lllllll(’l'ilﬁ("l wiy ent do\\'l]..

Mir. MUNSIK: Yes, it was cut down by
5t per cent, The Minister said it was some
time after that when the man complained.
Mr, Darcey has known ihe Minister longer
than T have.

The Minister For Mines: 1 have nothing
to =ay against liim,

Mr, MUXNSIE: When he bad heard from
the departinent he wrote to me as the ex-
Minister for Mines who had been in charge
of the departinent, and beczuse I was also
member for the district. I then wrote to the
Minister, but some fime elapsed before I
received a reply. Before that reply came
a second letter was =ent by the department
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to. Mr. Darcey, who replied to it. The Min-
ister said a long time elapsed between letters.
I always think the Mines Department is as
efficient and up to date as any other in the
seTvice.

Mr. Marshall: Too right.

"Mr. MUNSIE: T have never known any
reply from the Mines Department to be ez-
pedited as was the reply to Mr. Darcey's last
letter. His communication was dated the
11th, and reached Perth on the morning of
the 13th, having been posted on the 12th.
On the day on which the letter was received
a reply was despatched to Mr. Darcey dis-
pensing with his services.

Hon. P’. Collier: An up-to-date depart-
ment.

Mr. MUNSIE: There was no question
about the efiiciency of the department in that
vespeet.

The Minister for Mines: Who sent the
letter?

Mr. MUNSIE: The Under Secretary for
Mines, Mr. Calanchini, who also signed the
other lefters. 1 do not know whether the
Mirister has seen this particular communi-
eation; at any rate he bas received my letter
of protest relating to it. I told Mr. Daveey
when T saw his letler that he was foolish to
include the final paragraph. The Minister
knows positively from hix long aeguaintunce
with Mr. Darcey that the last paragraph was
not intended to be taken literally. My,
Darcey asked for a review of the case, point-
ing out the work he had been doing and the
extra work that had been placed upon him.
He then concluded by saying he respectfally
requested that the matter of the reduetion
of his allowance as a member of the Miners'
Phthisis Board be reconsidered as he was
not prepaved to carry on at the veduced
salary.

The Minister for Mines:
u resignation.

Mr. MUNSIE: The Minister jumnps at it
becanse his reply indicates that.

Hon. P. Collier: He jumped at it as a
resignation.

Mr. MUNSIE: But he kuows it was not
4 regignation. Had it not been for an old
sore between them, it wounld never have been
aceepted as o resignation.  The paragraph
reads—

Surely that is

1 therefore respectfully  request  that  the
matter of the reduction of my allownnee as o
member of the Miners’ Plhithisis Board be re-
concidered, as T am not prepared to vontinue
under a reduction,
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Mr. Sampson: Read the rest of it.
Mr. MUNSIE: That is all.
Mr. Sampson: 1t is different from what

vou read just now,

The Jlinister for Mines: What did you
do wilth the electoral officer, Mr. Cooke?
He sent exactly the same sort of letter to
vour Liovernment aiul vou accepted lis ve-
signation,

Hon. P. Collier:
kind.

The Minister for
at his word.

Mr, MUNSIE: That was o definite resig-
uation, and signed as such, but Mr. Darcey
lid not send in his resignation.

The Attorney General: It can be constrned
into meaning that.

My, MUNSIE: Why would a man write a
letter vovering a whole sheet of foolseap
pleading with the Government to reconsider
their decizion and giving reasons why they
should o o, and then end up by saying he
wus ot prepared to earry on at a reduced
rate?

My. Corboy: The letter is badly expressed,
but clearly he did not mean to resign.

Mr. MUNSIE: The Minister knows that,
but sent the following reply—

It was nothing of the

Mines: You took him

I have the honour to acknowledge receipt of
your communication dated the 11th inst., and
in reply to inform you that I am instrueted by
the Hon, the Minister to inform you that he ia
uuahle to reconsiaer the question of the ve-
muneration paid to you 2s a member of the
Miners® Phthiris Board. Your intimation in
the concluding paragraph of your letter that
You are not prepared to earry on at the re-
duced salary is ueeepted, and yonr services in
that capacity will not be required atter the
21at inst, Other arrangements will be made
for the earrying on the work after that date.
I desire to thank vou for the nttention which
You lhare gwon to this work in the past.
(‘-.rrﬂ"l AL T, Calanchind.

The department received Mr. Dareey's let-
ter on the morning of the 13th. It eould not
have reached Perth earlier than 943 am,,
amd would not be delivered before 11 o’elock,
and vel on the same day the repiy goes back
to Mr. Darcev. Tt shows how much eon-
sideration was given to a foolscap, type-
written sheet.

Hon. P. Collier: It was evidently a slack
day in the department.

Mr. MUNSIE: On the same day. und with-
in a couple of minutes, this reply is sent
back to Darcey. The department has not
treated him fairlv. 1 understand {rom cor-
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respondence 1 have seen and the regulations
that have been tabled that the (Fovernment
do not intend to continue the two workmen’s
inspectors in the Eastern Goldfields distriet.
One of the men has unfortunately been pro-
hibited from going down the mires as he
has been discovered to be snffering from
tuberculosis. The Government, however, are
not going to appoint another man. The re-
gulations to which I have referred alter the
distriets of the north-east Coolgardie in-
spector and the Eastern Goldfields inspector.
Because of the running about he had to do,
Mr. Darcey, who was a member of the
Phthisis Board, was supplied with a motor
car. The Minister has taken the vebicle
from him and handed it to one of the Gov-
ernment inspectors. How is a workmen’s
inspector going fo travel the district with-
out a car? Are the Government prepared
to pay him a travelling allowance or give
bim a pass on the railways?
The Minister for Mines:
have amended the regulations.
Mr, MUNSIE: Yes.

The Minister tor Mines: Not much
travelling will require to be done now.

Mr. MUNSIE: I do not know how a work-
men’s inspector at Leonora is going to reach
Dundas without travelling. One place is
about 140 miles south of Kalgoorhe and the
other iz 228 miles to the north.

The Minister for Mines: You da not
suggest he is going to Dundas, de you?

Mr. MUNSIE: Your revulations say so.

The AMini~ster tor Mines: No.

Mr. MUNSIE: The Minister has not read
them. He says that Leonora, Mt Magnet,
Menzies, Broad Arrow, Coolgardie and Dun-
das shall be under the one inspector. How
is a man to get from Leonora t. Dundas,
seeing that both places are in the one dis-
trict, without doing a certain amount of
travelling ?

The Minister for Works: Is there not a
train running there.

Mr. MUNBSIE: There is a trsin once a
week from Coolgardie to Dundas, and I think
there are two trains a week to Xalgoorlie.
Outside that, there is travelling around the
district. Workmen’s inspeetors were ap-
pointed for the purpose of giving them op-
portunities to inspect independently of the
@overnment inspectors the workings of
mines. The workmen's inspeefors earry ount

You know I
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the same duties as Government inspectors
in inspecting prospecting shows.

The Minister for Mines: No. I have
amended that regulation, and they do not
inspect any mines employing le-s than 10
men. You altered it, I know, in order
make more work. '

Mr. MUNSIE: There is a good deal of
travelling to do, and I want to know how
the workmen’s inspector in question is to
travel unless he has some means of locomo-
tion. The Gwalia inspector has never had
a car. Will the Minister let me know later
whether under the altered regulations the
workmen's inspectors are to be confined to
the mines in Kalgoorlie and Boulder and
not permitted to go to Mt. Margaret? Will
he also let me know what arrangements he
proposes to make for the Leonora man to
get to Dundas, whether he has a travelling

allowance or not? The other work-
men’s  inspector on the Murchison is
stationed at Meekatharra, and he also

has to go to Wiluna and as far
as Northampton. Is he to be provided with
a car? The Leonora man never hud a ear
pimply because his duties for a nnmber of
years were coufined to the Gwalia mine. Only
in some special cases did he hire a motor,
or go out with the distriet inspector in his
car.

Mr. Marshali: The Murchison workmen’s
inspector has lost his ecar, too.

The Minister for Mines:
We know where it is.

Mr, MUNSIE: I shall not stress any
other point. Kinanee can be urgued better
on the Estimates than on the .Address-in-
reply. However, I would have no chance of
dealing with these two maiters on the Esti-
mates. Even were the case otherwise, that
would be rather too late a stage. My desire
was to deal with them as early as possible.
[ hope the Minister will reconsicder his de-
cision with regard to paying £3 16s. per
fortnight to & man who is entitled, under the
Act, to £4 Bs. per week. I hope the Minis-
ter will not ereate a precedent in the case
of these unfortunates, but will pay them
what they are entitled to receive. I urge
him also to recomsider his other decision even
at this late hour. He muost have someone
to look after the interests which Mr. Dar-
cev looked after before he was pnt off. Mr.
Darcey did good, useful work in the inter-
exts af the board. und also in the interests

It is nof lost.
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of the State, with regaru to a huge sum
of money—Ilast year it amounted tu £43,000.
In any case, Mr, Darcey came to Perth to
talk to the men down here. Beeause of know-
ing almost all of them, he was abie Lo settle
many little grievances and difficulties that
even the chairman of the board was unable
to settle. In my opinion the Minister acted
unwisely in the intevests of the board, of
the wen, aod ol the Government, in dispens-
ing with Mr. Darcey’s services. I hope the
bon. yentieman wili reconsider both his deci-
sions, and sabstitute favourable compro-
mixes.

THE MINISTER FOR MINES (Hon. J.
Seaddan—Maylands) [11.5]: I had no in-
tention of speaking on the ‘Address-in-reply
unti] the member for Hunnans (Mr. Munsie)
made certain complaints as to the administru-
tion of the Mines [epartment, over which [
have conirol for the time being. Before
proceeding to answer the hon. member, may
I be permitted to join with other members
in eongratulating you, Mr. Speaker, on at-
taining your high office. I think I have
known you personally longer than any other
mewber of the Chamber has known you. 1
was acquainted with you before you cawme
to Western Australia. [ am aware of the
very prominent part you have played in the
publie life of this State.

Hon. P. Collier: The Speaker and 1 went
to the same school.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Bat
the Leader of the Opposition did not
make quite as good use of his schooling as
his Honour the Speaker did. 1 appreciate
the kindly referenees to myself made by
the Leader of the Opposition. He alluded
to the fact that I went out with the Gov-
ernment, and came back again with the
Government. He suggested that this might
be a matter of good fortune or of good
judgment. 1f I may be permitted to decide
the matter for myself, I will say that it was
gond judgment both on my part and on
that of the electors of Maylands.

AMr. Panton: It was a had job for the
country.

The MINISTER FOR MINES:
present  time T am  not much  concerned
about what may  he ealled  party  dif-
ferenves. [ am eoncerned about the condi-
tions under which the people of this coun-
trv have to exist, owing not to any fault
of their own, or to any fanlt in the possi-

At the

i

bilities of the State, but owing lavgely to
circumstunees over which we have no con-
trol. 1 know it is a common practice to
Dame the other party for any faults that
arise. It is the prerogative, I suppose, of
our friends opposite to take advantage dur-
ing the next two or three years of urging
whatever they may be able to urge against
the Grovernment, for the purpose of bring-
ing about the downfall of the Ministry. It
ts not their duty, naturally, to. say any-
thing likely 10 moke the Government more
stable. The public, however, are well enough
educated in party polities {o know that
even utterances in this Chamber sometimes
reguire sifting, Al T can tell hon. mem-
bers opposite is that although we may not
see eye to eye in every matter, I believe
we can travel a long way together onm &
road that will lead the State to prosperity.
I hope, therefore, that thongh they may
criticize, their criticism will be helpful. If
it is not helpful, we ean well afford to dis-
vegard it. 1 bappen to he ealled at the
moment the Minister controlling unemplay-
wenit. [ do not know whether that is going
to be a perpetual name for my particular
ofice. 1 hope it will not prove so. I Lope
the oltice will soon disappear. All I wish
to say about it at this stage is that no por-
son in his sauc senses would svgeest that
the present {fovernwent, who hate been in
oflice only since April of this year, can be
charged with vesponsibility for the unem-
ployment that unhappily exists in Western
Australia at present. 1f the Government
had attempted of the nwment of taking
office to employ all the men out of wark,
they would not have prevented what unfor-
tunately occurred in many industries—-
tempmrary closing down, or in Some cases
almost permanent closing down, with the
result of throwing additional men on the
labour market. We did, however, adopt a
slightly different attitude in dealing with
unemployment. I have consistently hell
the view that the problem of unempioy-
ment is too diffieult for me to solve. I am
afraid it is too difficult even for econo-
mists to solve. Varying opinions have
heen expressed in this Chamber with regard
to unemployment. On the one hand it is
said that unemployiwent exists in what ave
termed rich eountries as well as in poor
countries.  As n matter of fact, statisties
wencrallv show that there is more nnem-
plovment in rich eountries than in poor
epnntries. T do not know why it chonld
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be so, but it is so. Again, we are told that
unemployment is due to the fact that one
country is a borrowing country ond an-
other a lending country. But unemploy-
ment exists in both classes of countrjes. 1t
is & problemu over which we can waste a
lot of our time in trying te solve it
I prefer to deal with it just as we
know it. 1 suggest that we should
try, if we can, somewhat to ease the position
temporarily, in the hope of the community
eventually recuperating to such an extent
that the problem will disappear entirely.
In the meantime I recognise thaf what the
Opposition said so much about n 1422
really represents the position, and that it is
the funetion of the Government to at least
feed their citizens, and not allow them to
slarve. I want te point out to Opposition
wembers, however, that that it not a funetion
that falls to but one particular brand of Gov-
ernment, but to all Governments alike. It
i« not the duty of a member of Parliament
to say that such u task is the function of
the UGovernment, and to stress that point
while he ix sitting in Upposition, and then,
the (pposition having taken eharge of the
Treasury beneh, to say it is no longer the
responsibility of Government to do anything
of the sort. 1 remember an instance in 1922
when there was little or no unemployment
compared with what has existed during the
lest 12 months. In 1920-30 full sustenance
has been paid to the unemployed, but that
did not apply in 1922. Yet we had the spec-
tacle of some members now sitting on the
Opposition henches, but recently having left
the Treasury bench, saying in 1922 that it
was not only the funetion of the Government
to find work for their citizens, but if they
were not able to do so, it was their bounden
duty to find sustenance and pay the basie
wage ruling in the State during the tfine
thie men were idle.

Hon. P. Collier: Who said that?

The MINTSTER FOR MINES: Ar. Me-
Callum, the member for South Fremantle. at
the 1922 Lahour Congress.

Hon. P. Collier: And pay the basic rate of
wages?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes, Tt
i< just as well to remember that.

Mr. Panton: Were you at that conference?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: T will not
ask Opposition members to take my word €or
it. T presnme they will not deny that what

[ASSEMBILY.]

I have in my possession is a copy of the ol
cia] report ol the proceedings of the Fitil
General Couneil of the Western Australion
Bianeh of the Austealian Labour Pasty
(11th Labour Congress), held at the Proic<-
it llall, Perth, in June, 1922, On page
2 there appems a repor of the proveedings
relating to wnewplovment, and is beaded in

big type, “The Uncmploved.” 11 sets out- -
On the opening day. My, A, MeCallum,
ML.A, upon  u wuspension  of  Standing

()r_(]c‘rs, enlt with the unemployed erisis,  He
said the Government should find work or sus-
tenanee for mnemploved,

Then he went on to talk abonr immigration.
and wound up by moving—

In view of the widesprend unempleyment
now c¢xisting throughout this State and the
consequent distress and poverty prevailing,
Congress calls upon the Federal nnd State Gov-
eroments——

Both

to issuze immediate relief, anl to see that
every citizen is provided with work, and fur
ther records its decision that in the c¢leice of
langd settlers, loeal residents should he given
equality of terms and preference i sclection.

vationalist Governments at the time-

Al a later stage the report states—

Later, Mr, MeCallum reporti that the mo-
tion earried during the moming session lhad
been presented by the deputation to the Aet-
ing Premier. The Acting Premier informed
them that Cabinet wns giving serions consider-
ation to the unemployed situation. ¥t was in-
tended by the Government to put certain work
in hand almost immediately, and meanwhile to
continue giving relicf to married men.

After the diseussion in the morhing it had
been decided to appoint a eommittee, which
consisted of Mrs. Hogarth and Messrs, A.
MeCallum and I1. Millington, to act as a
delegation te wait upon the Acting Premicr,
and fo submit the motion to him. The muat-
ter was so urgent that it decided to wait on
the Acting Premicr there and {len, The dele-
gates ~saw lim, and presented the reporl,
which T have read. At a later stage of the
Congress, Mr. MeCallum snbmitted a fur-
ther report, and the pamphlet cantains the
following :—

On hehalf of the committee, Mr. A, MeCal-
Jum sulmitted the following report:

That this Congress. having receivinl repre-
seatations from Kalgoorlie, Alhauy. Bunhury,
Geraldton, Northam, Murehison, Collie, Fro-

mantle, Milland Jfunction, and Perth, request
that inquiries he made by o Goverminent offi
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cial and representatives of Labour to ascertain
the number of unemployed in cach centre, aad
that Messrs. J. Hickey, M.L.C, and W. 1.
Jobngson he Labour’s representatives.

That the Government he ealled upon to pro-
vide work and immediate maintenanee to all
unemployed cquivalent to the minimum wagze
until work is found.

That is prefty definite.
Mr. Hegney: What is wrong with that?
The MINISTER FOR MINES: The hon.

member should ask his friends who have but
recently left the Treasury bench.

Mr. Panton: It sounds like one of your
old sentiments again.

The MINISTER FOH MINES: I sup-
pose so. But that was not all. There were
also the following resolutions:— .

That no further retrenchment be made by
any Government  department, and  pending
notices of dismissal be withdrawn,

That in mining centres provision be mande
for equipping prospecting parties.

‘That representiations be made by the Govern-
ment te mining companies to make available
leases now partially worked for unlinmted and
more enuitable tributing. ]

That opportunity be given the unemployed
to take up land.

That in the event of the Government failing
to offeetively deal with the problem, Parlia-
ment e called together to dexl with the posi-
tion.

That was in 1922,

Mr. Kenneally: Your leader said there
was no unemployment in 1922.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I ask
the hon. memher to take a dose of his own
medicine! What I have heen quoting re-
presents the actual policy adopted by the
Labonr Congress.

Mr. Kenneally: But he said there was no
unemployment then.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: There
was what Labour people called an “unem-
ployment erisis” at the time.  But what
they designated as such was merely a ripple
compared with the wave confronting us in
1930.

Mr. Kenneally: And it will be bigger if
you remain in office.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Prob-
ably it will extend still further. We must
realise the fact, irrespective of whose may
have been the responsibility, that the posi-
tion is with us and we must find a solution.
We will not find it in expressing opinions
that the Government in power have a re-
sponsibility that was not held equally in
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turn by the former Government drawn from
members of the Opposition,

Mr. Willeock: That is guite all right.

Hon. 1. Collier: That was the attitnde
of vour l.eader before the election.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: What
are the Opposition ¢omplaining about?

Hon. P. Collier: The complaint is not
that there is not work for all, but that
promises were made that there would be
work for all.

Mr. Kenneally:
said.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Well,
let ws take that phase of it

Hon. P, Collier: Yes, that yon would
find work for all.

Read what the Premier

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes,
and find sustenance for them too.

Opposition members interjected.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I ask

vou, Mr. Speaker, who is delivering the
present speech? While others were speak-
ing, I listened attentively and now it is my
turn. Let me tell the Opposition members
1 will have my say, and that is definite.

Hon. P. Collier: Yes, that is definite.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

The MINISTER FOR MINES: State-
ments were made hy members now sitting
on either side of the House.

Npposition members: That is not so.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: There is
not a member, not even the Premier and the
cx-Premier, who knew that the position ex-
isting to-day would actually arise.

Hon. P. Collier: In all my speeches I
said it would.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I know
that the Leader of the Opposition said the
position would be harder. He knew there
was tronble ahead, so did the Prime Minister
und so did Mr. Theodore,

Hon. P. Collier: That is not denied.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: And
Mr. Theodore was returned to Parliament
after making much more definite statements
than those made by the Premier, about
whom Opposition members have had so
much to say. They do not have & word to
say about Mr. Theodore’s promises. :

Hon. P. Collier: Well, what about it%

The MINISTER FOR MINES: The
position is so serious that irrespective of
what we may have said prior to the elect-

tions, we are forced to face the difficulty
from a different angle to-dav.
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Hon. 1°. Collier: That is not what you
said in April.

The MINISTER FOR NMINES: 1 have
suid that previously,

Hon. P. Collier: We would have ne caunse
for complaint if that was what you said in
April.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: If T were
ta twrm up the evidence, 1 could quote what
Opposition members promised regarding
what would he done in the futare.

Hon. 1°. Collier: You ecannou find any
proniises by me.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: 1 do not
say that the Leader of the Opposition did
make anv such statements, but there was a
campaign director for his party during elee-
tions and he made promises. There is no
yuestion about that. As a matter of fact,
it is easy to draw attention to statements
made by members now sitting in this Cham-
ber. Those statements made before the elec-
tions were made, 1 daresay, in all good faith,
Lut they must know now that whut they sug-
gested is impossible to accomplish.

Mr. Kenneally: You are a good apolo-
gist.

" Hon. P. Collier: What were the promises?

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Some
fon. members talked about what would be
done if they were sitting on the Treasury
hench. As a matter of faet, irrespective
of what party may be in charge of the Trea-
sury bench, at the present time, there could
he no difference in the actual position.

Hon. P. Collier: | do noi say there vonldl.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: That is
an admission 1 have been asking for.

Mr, Corboy: Prior to the eleetion you said
what would take place.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: No.

Mr. Corboy: Your l.eader did.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: And I am
sure that in talking as he did the Vremier
was perfeetly sincere. T believe in time he
avill he able to do what he promised.

Mr. Wansbrough: He knew the aclual
state of affairs at that time.

The MINISTER FOR MINES:
not.

My, Wansbrough: Of course he did.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: If he did,
1 did not.

AEr. Wanshrough : The dogs were barking
ji' What nonsense!

Heé did

[ASSEMBLY.]

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Let me
~ay that quite & number of statements eir-
culated duriny the eleetion campaigi did oot
ilo eredit to thove responsible for them.

Mr. Panton: I vun give you a few that
were made at Leederville.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: And [
can quote a few that were made at Leeder-
ville during a previcus eleciion. Some of
the leatlets were used again at the last elec-
tion withont a c¢hange of uany =urt except
the elimination ot the word *l.cedervilie”
aml the insertion of another name in lieu.
But before the election ezmpaign was com-
pleted some of those statements were hav-
ing o very difierent influence trom that con-
templated hy their author. They had been
framad’ with n view 1o setting up a revul-
sion of feeling against e, whereas in the
end they were rausing 8 revulsion of feeling
against their authors. 1 bave already said
that 1 had not proposed to speak on the
Address-in-reply but for the remarks made
by the member for Hannans (Mr. Munsie)
who only a little while ago vacated the office
1 am now filling --that of Minister for Mines,
As to the case mentioned by him, | say
again I knew nothing of it until he brought
it under wmy notice. Whatever action was
tuken, was token without consultation with
me by a board appuinted by & previous Min-
ister for Mines. That same board carried
on during Mr. Munsie's term of office as
Minister for Mines and, as I say, decided
the case under review without relerence to
me. | knew 1othing whatever of it until
action was taken along the lines now com-
plained of by the hon. member. When he
brought the case to me that action had gone
s0 tar that [ refused to intertfere, on the
ground that presumably the board had
seted in accordanee with the provisions of
the .\ef.

Mr. Munsie: I amm told it was nol so.

The MINISTER ¥OR MINES: The ac-
tion complained of by the hon. member was
talen by a board that (he hon. member’s
Government created, and which he bimsell
ciarried on.  That action was taken without
reference fo me. so it «annot be said that I

have been  respousible for any  hreach
of the Aet that may have been com-
mitted. [ can tell the hon. member

now that 1 believe (hat action was in keep-
ing with the true spirit und letter of the Aet,
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Hon. P. Collier: It was not in keeping
with the letter of the Aet, let alone the spirit.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I pro-
pose to have the matter submitted to the
Attorney General for a decision on thai
point, If the Attorney General rules that
the action is not in keeping with the spirit
and letter of the Act, T will instruct the
bourd to vary that action. Ii seems that the
desires of the person concerned were not ae-
ceded to by the board.

Hon. P. Collier: That does not warrant a
breach of the Aet.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I will
ask the Attorney General to decide whether
there has been a breach of the Act,
and if so the hoard will be instracted
aceordingly. As to Mr. Darcey, the work-
mens inspector, the story told by the hon.
member was not the complete story. Mr.
Dareey was not appointed as a representa-
tive of the AW.U. through the AW,
submitting his name. He was appointed a
workmen’s inspector and rveceived a salary
of £7 58, weekly. When that appointment
wag first made the then Minister for Mines
(Mr. Troy) forwarded s minute to the Un-
der Secretary to the effect that Cabinet had
decided to appoint a board to administer the
Miners’ Phthisis Act, consisting of a depart-
mental officer, 2 medical officer and a repre-
sentative of the A'W.U. The minute con-
cluded—

I desire that you make a recommendation as

to the medical officer, and the officer ta rupre-
gent the Mines Department.

The Under Secretary for Mines made a re-
commendation, in the course of which he
said that Dr. Atkinson agreed that Dr. Mit-
chell would be the most suitable appointee
as the medical representative. The Under
Seeretary’s recommendatiion continued as
follows :—

I recommend that the full board be Mr,
A, B, D'Arey, of this department (Chairman),
Mr. L, C. Darcey, at present workmen ’s inspec-
tor of mines, Kalgoorlie, as representative of
the AW, and Dr. Mitehell as medical re-
presentative T do not think there is
any necessity to relieve Mr. Dareey of his
dutiea as workmen’s inspector at thc present
juncture, as there i not 3o far enongh work
involved in connection with this board to kecp
him fullv occupied. I would sugu<t, there-
fore, that matters remain as they ave for the
time being, and that ha he paid an ndditional
£50 per annum for his weskx in regoril to the
board. He reccives at present £7 5s. per week,
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equalling £377 pet anoum, apd the additional
amount I suggest would make Lir total emolu-
ments £427 per annum.

Mr. Troy initialled that minute as approved,
adding this—
But in view of the initial diffieultiss assoei-

ated with this work, I suggest that Mr, Dar-
ecy’s allowance he £100 per aanam,

Therefore Mr. Darcey’s salary was fixed, not
on the recommendation of the department,
but on Mr. Troy’s personal decision.

Hon. P. Collier: I suppose the Minister
should have no standing in the matter.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I do not
say that, but Mr. Troy disagreed with the
department’s  recommendation that the
amount should he £50, and recommended
that it be increased to £100 on the seore
that there were initial diffienlties to be over-
come. That was in 1926—four years ago.
The result was that Mr., Darcey was ap-
pointed at £100, and so far as I know there
have heen no complaints of his work on that
hoard. But later on, when I assumed office
and hegan looking into the work of those
sitting on boards, I noticed that this eon-
stituted an addition to Mr. Darcey’s ordin-
ary salary, and thaf he was receiving, not
merely £100 as a member of the board, but
was in receipt of a salary as workmen’s
inspector. So I decided that now the
initial difficulties of the hoard had heen over-
come, the £50 first recommended by the de-
partment should be offered to him as a mem-
ber of the board. He declined that, and so
T regarded his letter—the concluding para-
graph of which contained the definite state-
ment that vnless I was prepared to give him
the £100 he had heen reeceiving for his work
on the board he wonld not continue—as an
actual resignation, and accepted it. 1 do not
know whether Mr. Darcey or his friends
think they ean bluff me, but if so they have
not succeeded so far. As I say, I accepted
Mr. Darcey’s resignation as a member of the
hoard. Now it seems that his work on that
board, which was so important that he valned
it at £100 per year, does not seem to be of
much imporfance after all. It astounded
me to learn that only a little while ago Mr.
Darcey took his long-service leave. Follow-
ing on that the member for Hannans, who
has been making this complaint, was asked
by the A.W.U. to put somebody in Mr. Dar-
eey’s place g5 a member of the board, be-
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cause his work there was so important that
the board could not funetion without him.

Mr. Munsie: No; what they asked me
to do was to appoint another in his place
as workmen’s inspector.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Now I
am beginning to learn something more. It
seems if was urged that we should have both
a deputy workmen’s inspector and a deputy
member of the board during Mr. Darcey’s
absence on long leave.

My, Munsie: No, the filling of his place
on the board was never suggested.

The MINISTE.R FOR MINES: Then ap-
parently the hon. member himself eonsidered
it was necessary to have someone in Mr.
Dareey’s place.

Hon. P. Collier: That is the usnal thing
when a man goes on long leave.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I am
not suggesting that it is not the usual thing,
but there is nothing usual about this matter.
What I am saying is that the hon. member
who introduced the subject said the work
was so important that it was worth £100, not
£50 a year., I am trying to show that, only
a few months sinee, the work was so im-
portant that Darcey was allowed to go on
long service leave, and no one filled his
place as a member of the board.

Mr. Munsie: Tell the House the whole
truth as to why he took his long service
leave. ‘There was no doctor at the labora-
tory and no examinations were being made.
You know that. Be fair!

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I think
T am stating the case fairly.

Hon. P. Collier: It is not evidence that
there was nothing to do because you daid
not fill a man’s place while he was on long
service leave.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I know
that. I am stating the case fairly when I
say that my predecessor allowed Darcey to
take his long service leave as workmen’s
inspector, as well as & member of the board,
and did net fill the position.

Mr. Munsie: Beeause no examinations
were being made at the time.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: That
was not the excuse the hon. member gave
the AW.U.

Hon. P. Collier: It is not an argument
that there was no work to do.

The Attorney General: The Minister does
not say there is no work; he says there is
£50 worth of work, not €100 worth.

[ASSEMBLY.]

The MINISTER FOR MINES: 1 say
that £50 would cover the value of the work.
As a matter of faet, I am now going to save
that £50 also, beecause I am not going to
appoint anybody in Darcey’s stead. The
board will carry on for the time being at
any rate without a third member.

Mr. Munsie: The board will pay dearly
for it.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I shall
take the risk of that. I am accepting the
responsibility for trying out the new ar-
rangement, anyhow,

Mr. Kenneally: We are not surprised at
your cutting out the worker’s representative
on the board.

The MINISTER FOR JMINES: Let me
refresh the memory of the member for
Hannans. On the 4th February, 1930, he
wrote to Mr. G. McKennay, Seeretary of
the Goldfields Branch, A W.U., as fol-
lows:—

In reply te your suggestion lhat a work-
men’s inspector ahould B+ appointed o relieve
Mr, Dareey during his absence on leave, in
connection with his work on the iners!
Phthigis Board, I have made inquiries into this
matter, and find that this cannot be arranged.
Inspector Darcey made arrangements with In-
spector Phoenix to attend to the miners’
phthisis matters for him during the period he
would be away. Thig is a reciprocal arrange-
ment which Mr. Phoenix has with Inspector
Darcey when he is absent from Kalgoorlie on
other work. If anyone else is deputed to do
the work, it would mean that Mr. Dareey would
loge his allowanee while on leave.

1 ask the House if that is not a definite
reference to Darecey as a member of the
Miners’ Phthisis Board, and not as a work-
men’s inspector.

Mr. Munsie: Read their letter to me.
You said they made application to have
Darcey’s position as a member of the board
filled. I say they did nothing of the kind.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I e¢an
only read the hon. member's reply to the
union, because their letter is not on the file.

Mr. Munsie: You have a file on which it
appears.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I am
prepared to lay the file on the Table after
1 have concluded my speech. 1Mr. MeKen-
nay, Secretary of the A W.U,, was definitely
advised by the then Minister for Mines, the
member for Hannans, that Dareey could not
be relieved of his work on the Miners’
Phthisis Board by appointing someone else



{11 SepremsrR, 1930.]

unless he lost his allowanece. Mr. Darcey
was not going to lose his allowance.

Mr. Munsie: I think he did good work
for it.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I do not
deny that. The hon. member surely eannot
complain on the seore that he thought
Darcey’s work was worth £100 and I think
it is worth only £50; or if I think we can
do without his work altogether and save
that money, surely I am entitled fo my
opinion, just as he is entitled to his. That
is the only point. I wish to assure the hon.
member that I have no old sore against Dax-
cey, nor did I know that one existed. I have
not the remotest idea of what he was refer-
ring to, and I think Mr. Dareey himself
would deny that anything of the kind existed.
1 have dealf with the ecase merely as 1 would
deal with it if it came before me for the
first time to-morrow. Here was an oppor-
tunity to pay a man fair remuneration for
the additional work he was performing. He
was receiving a reasonable salary as work-
men’s inspector, and in the cireumstances I
was quite entitled to advise him of my in-
tention to reduce the exira remuneration by
£50 per annum. He wrote and said he
would not acecept the redmection. I was not
prepared to reconsider the matter, and I ac-
cepted what I considered was his resignation.
T do not propose to fill the vacaney on the
board; the twe members remaining can, 1
think, do the woerk quite as well. Regard-
ing workmen’s inspectors generally, I do not
consider that the alteration of the regula-
tion, made, I think, by the member for Mt.
Magnet when he was Minister for Mines, was
neeessary. Surely it is not necessary that
every mine, irrespective of the number of
men engaged in it, should be inspected by a
workmen’s inspector. We have inspeetors
in the department—trained men who have
undergone examination—and they are fully
qualified to do the inspeeting work in the
mines. Workmen’s inspectors are always re-
garded as being rather check inspectors. Al
one time they were known as check inspec-
tors, and they were called in at the request
of the union, a number of men or of any
man if it was considered that the conditions
were unheatthy from the viewpoint of sani-
tation, ventilation or safety in working.
Eventually they were made workmen’s in-
spectors, and they worked under regulations
providing that they would inspect mines only
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when ten or more men were employed. That
would obviate the necessity of their travel-
ling all over the country. The regulations
were altered, with the result that each work-
men’s inspector was supplied with a motor
car,

Mr. Munsie: No.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Well, ail
except the one af Leonora,

Mr. Munsie: No, two out of the four bave
ears.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Very
well, two of them have cars, one in the Mur
chison and one in Kalgoorlie, and they run
about just as they think fit. A good deal
could be said on that poeint.

Hon. P. Collier: A good deal could be
said in regard to all officers who have cars

The MINISTER FOR MINES: Yes, we
are trying to check that, too. The point
is that when the regulation was amended
to provide once more for the inspection of &
mine only when it employed ten men or mors,
ineluding contractors or tributers, the neces-
sity did not exist for workmen’s inspectors
to move about the small fields. Where the
danger mostly lies is in the big mines at
Kalgnorlie, Leonora, Meekatharra and Wil-
una. If if be necessary for them to travel
for departmental purposes, arrangements
have been made for the inspector of mines
in the district to provide the means of trans-
port. If they cannot make all the inspee-
tions they are expected to make, I ask mem-
bers opposite to lodge a complaint. Mean.
while I am justified in withdrawing from
workmen’s inspectors the means of transport
previously provided for them at the cost of
the general taxpayer. Having said that
much, let me add that I am afraid there will
be a fair amount of eriticism levelled against
me during the next 12 months—I hope it will
not last longer—because of the unfortunate
position in whieh I find myself in having
greatly {o restrict expenditure under the
Mining Development Act. The funds will
not be available to enable us to do as much
as we have done in the past. There was
never enough money available to do all we
thought ought to be done, but we could not
do any more.

Mr. Panton: Do nof make the men who
are afflicted with miners’ phthisis suffer the
most. Let them be the last to suffer.
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The MINISTER FOR MINES: I shall
adhere to the spirit as well as the leiter of
that Act.

Hon. P. Collier: I think {he hon. member
wus referring, not te that, but to assistance
to prospectors.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: I have
given an indication that memnbers represent-
ing pgoldfields constituencies may expect a
heavy falling-off in the money available for
the development of mining during the next
12 months. No ane regrets that more than
I do. 3till, I shall have to bear any ecriti-
cism arising in consequence. The member
for Hannaps had to bear similar criticism
for a period after informing the peo-
ple that the vote was exhausted. I
am afraid that the criticism that fell upon
him will also fall on me. Whatever ean be
done with the funds available will, I hope,
be done along the lines which ean show the
best results, I heard a suggestion the other
day that the thing to do with the unem-
ployed was to transporf them in train loads
to the goldfields and let them engage in
prospecting there. 1 have never heard any-
thing more absurd. If we have erred at all
in the past it has been in the direction of
excess generosity towards people who
claimed to he prospectors, but had really
nothing to hack up their assertions.

Hon. P. Collier: There might be some
advantage in the suggestion if a number of
the Blackboy fellows wandered away and
never came back again.

The MINISTER FOR MINES: A few
of them are talking about marching to
Canberra. 1 would go a long way towards
helping them in that direction if they would
give an undertaking not to retwrn. If is just
as unpleasant to me to have to issue this
warning as it is to others to hear it. We
have not the money available and shall have
to suffer from a shortage for some time to
come. I am delighted to meet some of my
old friends, who have been ahsent from this
House for a period longer than I have. I
am also delighted to meet those who are here
but were not there when 1 went out of Par-
liament some years age. I wish to econ-
gratulate the new members upon the speeches
they have made on the Address-in-reply. I
hope that although our efforts here may be
strenuous, and the eriticism severe, the
friendships we make in politics will long re-
main. Although I may in the heat of de-

[COUNCIL.]

bate, as some members opposite are prone
te da, say what may appear to be unkind
things, I would assure the House that in my
heart there is no intention to offend. I
would ask members when ecriticising
the Government departments and exist-
ing conditions generally to keep in mind
what the existing conditions are, and to re-
member thot these conditions appertain not
orly to Australia but throughout the Empire
as well.

Question put and passed;
reply adopted.

the Address in-

BILLS (4)—FIRST READING.
Traffie Act Amendment.
. Mamm Roads.

Inspection of Scaffelding Act Amend-
ment.

[
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4. Anatomy.

House adjourned at 11.47 p.m.

Legislative  Council,
Tuesday, 16th September, 1930.
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Bill: Boman Cathoilc New Norcia Church Pmpm'ty
Act Amendment, 1R.. v
Return : Public Works ex‘penditm .. 482
Address-in—reply. twellth day ... . .. 483

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

BILL — ROMAN CATHOLIC NEW
NORCIA CHURCH PROPERTY ACT
AMENDMENT.

Introduced by the Minister for Country
Water Supplies, and read a first time.

RETURN—PUBLIC WORKS EXPENDI-
TURE.

On motion by Hon, A. Lovekin, ordered:
That a return he laid on the Table show-
ing—-1, The expenditure for public works
for the year ended 30th June, 1930, from



